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Get On 
Target! 


Subscribe To 
SOF Today! 

SOLDI Ell OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

□YES! SEND ME ONE YEAR 
OF SOF FOR ONLY $24.95. I SAVE 48% 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ New □ Renewal 

□ MasterCard DVISA □ Bill Me 

Card # ----Exp. Date_ 

Signature _____ 

Name:_ 

Address:_— 

City:_State:-Zip Code:- 

Or call 1-800-877-5207 

(Payment must accompany urd©'. Offer good In U.S. onty. California residents 
add 7 1/4%. Canada add $10.00. (Includes GST). AH other countries add $21.00. 
Please allow 6-0 weeKs for your first copy to be mailed. Ofler expires 5^32, 

(Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $51.40) 














IMMEDIATE 

SHIPMENT 



Military 


BDU Cap, Winterweight 


CIA X-Ray Envelope Spray 


/ 7/Amazing fluid!! 

When sprayed onto V-day \ 

/\ any envelope, makes \ 

J the paper transparent, ' 

/ thus permitting easy ^ 
viewing of the contents. After about 30 seconds, the 
paper returns to normal —without a trace of dis- 
coloration, stain or odor!! (So no one can tell that the 
envelope has been "X-Rayed”.) 

6 fl. oz.can wiil treat dozens of envelopes. Made in 
USA. 

Caution! Unauthorized access to US Mail is pro¬ 
hibited by law! Item #A-655 .511.95/can. 


We're America’s 
Army & Navy Store!! 

For Over 65 Years The Kaufman Name Has 
Meant The Finest In Genuine Military 
Goods, Gear, Equipment and Insignia. 


USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket -Type N2B 
DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES OF -10° TO 32° F. 

_ n-i_ n-, _.r.. ■ Pilp I infl Hnnrl - 




■ Watch Cap-101 

■ Tight Ribbed Weave 

■ Roll Down to Cover Ears 
When Desired 

■ One Size Fits All jfim. 

Choose Color - 

Black or Olive Kulllill 

Drab (00) Green ■MNUIau 

lt» #H-3S5 ^ % 

$5.95 





I Polyester Fiberfill 
Lining - (Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce}- 

■ Nylon Shell - 
(Waterproof & . 7 
Windproof) . 


WE SHIP C.O.D. - C.O.D. FEE $5.95 


Pile Line Hood - 
(drapes over shoulder 
when not needed) 

■ Flap Under Zipper 
" to Prevent 
'Cold Spots" 

x ■ Zippered 
\?W Sleeve Pocket 
'\y with 
/A Pencil Holder 

\ AX CNaose: Slick 
Al. \A ir Safe Breen 
0ii,er 

•jCM Cater. 

Sizes: S. M, 

L and XL. 

599.95. 
Item #C-550 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W. 42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


metallic, black/gold metallic, yellow, red. light blue 




Regulation Gl dog tags set 
of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4 


Item #X-670 $4.00. 


Black Commando Set 


■ Printing for Dog Tags 


print anything that fits! (6 lines. 15 spaces per line). 


Item #X-685 ... onfy 51.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


| Sony! No Dog Tag Printing Order* By Telephone. I 


■ Dog Tag Silencers - black, non- 
glare rubber bumpers for lag. 

Item #X-650 .51.95/pair. 


_ I Kaufman’s Catalog - 

IB A $3.00 Value. 

(An award winner.) 
our catalog has 
been acclaimed by ] 
presidents and 
heads of state) 

Call or write for 
your free copy. 





■SHIPPING COSTS 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 
below with each order. Amounts shown include cost of 
postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 

Orders upto$10.00.$3,95 

Orders from $10.01 to $20.00 .$4.95 

Orders from $20.01 to $50.00 .$5.95 

Orders from $50.01 to $70.00 . $6.95 

Orders from $70.01 to $100.00 .$7.95 

0rders from $100.01 to $200.00 .$8.95 

Orders over $200.01 .$10.95 

Canadian Orders - Send Double Amount Indicated 


This tank does it all! Touch a button and the cannon 
flashes red while the sounds of battle (machine guns, 
bombs, rockets) explode around you! Another hidden 
button shoots an accurate LCD watch out of the armor! 

Tank measures a huge 2" long X1 %" wide X1 "tall. 
The turret swivels and the rubberized tank tread band 
adds to the look. Perfect for kids aged 8 to 88 
Choose: Desert or Woodland Camo paint 
Item #fl-225 .$14.95 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


WESTlNC 

ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

(505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-304. 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque. NM 87112 

FAX: 505-275-1441 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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by Robert K. Brown 


MAGAZINE 

STAFF 
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Editor/Publisher . Robert K. Brown 

Associate Publisher. J.L. Brown 

Executive Editor. Tom Slizewski 

Senior Editor. Don McLean 

Technical Editor. Peter G. Kokalis 

Associate Editor. S. Max 

Copy Editor . Jerry Park 
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Art Director. Mary Scrimgeour Jenkins 

Electronic Graphics/ 

Layout. Deborah L. Homer 

.Susan Edson 
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Assistant . Krissie Anderson 


Foreign Correspondents 

Chief Foreign Correspondent.... Dr. Tom Marks 
Senior Foreign Correspondent . . . Steve Salisbury 

• Peter Douglas • Chuck Fremont • Morgan Tanner 

• Jack Thompson • Major Mike Williams • Mike 
Winchester 

Contributing Photographer .... David Bjorkman 

Contributing Editors 

• Vietnam Veterans Affairs Col. Chuck Allen • Military 
History William Brooks William H. Northacker • 
Unconventional Operations Brig. Gen. Heine Ader- 
hoft James P. Monaghan Maj. Robert MacKenzie • 
Military Affairs Alexander McColl • Paramedic Opera¬ 
tions Dr. John Peters • Exptosives/Demolitions John 
Donovan • Aviation Dana Drenkowski • Africa Al Venter 

• Outdoor Affairs Galen Geer • Latin America Hugo 
Hartenstein • Battle Blades Greg Walker 


Advertising/Convention 
Director. ......... John A. Bressem 

Business Manager 

& Controller.... .Terri Williams 

Advertising/Convention 
Coordinator . Dianne McLeod 

Circulation Director- T (Lefty) Wilson 

Bookkeeper ........... Sharon Windsor 

SOF Exchange .. .. Carole Hayden 

Administrative 

Assistant .... Lynne Manchester 
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Craig Nunn — Art Director • Lance Motley — Foreign 
Correspondent • Barry Sadler — Contributing Editor 


NOTICE: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is a maga¬ 
zine of national and international distribution. There may 
be products in the magazine of which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be restricted, prohibited or 
subject to special-licensing requirements in your state. 
Purchasers should consult local law enforcement authori¬ 
ties in their area. All data in this publication, technical or 
otherwise, is based upon personal experience or individu¬ 
als using specific tools, products, equipment and compo¬ 
nents under particular conditions and circumstances, 
some of which may not be reported in the article and which 
Soldier of Fortune has not otherwise verified. Soldier of 
Fortune, its agents, officers and employees disclaim any 
responsibility for all liability, injuries or damages . 


It is not easy to write an editorial asking 
for money. But I must. A business I 
have built up for more than 17 years, 
and all that Soldier of Fortune has 
fought for, faces destruction. What is 
eating us alive are the costs of defend¬ 
ing against meritless lawsuits that will 
eventually be thrown out on appeal. 
But only if we can last through pretrial 
discovery, jury trial and appeal. 
Lawyers capable of 
competently defend¬ 
ing our First Amend¬ 
ment rights of press 
freedom are not 
cheap. Soldier of 
Fortune is not a 
large business. 

As a result of a 
series of earlier 
cases, based on 
crimes allegedly re¬ 
lated to personal 
service ads in SOF, 
we can’t get liability 
insurance for this type of risk. 

This has not cut off the lawsuits. 
One in California was thrown out on a 
Motion to Dismiss, but it cost us more 
than $75,000 in legal fees. 

We’re fighting another one in Flor¬ 
ida. The plaintiff is a former soldier 
whose photo, taken in Vietnam, is on 
the dust jacket of a book on the history 
of the Vietnam War published by an¬ 
other company, that we bought for 
resale through SOF Exchange. He 
claims the photo was taken without his 
consent, that he hasn’t been paid 
royalties for the use of his face, and 
that he relives the horrors of infantry 
combat every time he sees the photo. 

Courts in Florida and elsewhere 
have frequently held that there is no 
requirement to get consent of partici¬ 
pants in newsworthy events, like the 
Vietnam War, before publishing their 


pictures in a magazine, newspaper or 
history book. This plaintiffs claim is so 
far-out that even the ACLU of Florida is 
preparing an amicus brief in support of 
our Motion for Summary Judgement. 
So far our legal costs in this case are 
over $25,000, and we have “just 
begun to fight.” 

The legal costs are putting us — 
meaning SOF and ail that we have 
stood and fought for 
over the past 17 
years, right to the 
wall. When faced 
with that, even I can 
accept the necessity 
of imposing on the 
generosity of SOFs 
very loyal readers 
and supporters. 

In short, now if 
ever is the time for 
all men good and 
true to rally round 
and put their quarter 
on the drum, so to speak. 

Some time ago, we set up the 
Omega First Amendment Legal Fund 
to manage donations for this purpose 
and to keep such bookkeeping reason¬ 
ably distinct from the regular company 
business. The trustee of this fund is an 
independent CPA (and former Marine). 
Donations are NOT tax deductible and, 
for that reason, all the more appreci¬ 
ated. Please send your maximum con¬ 
tribution to: 

OMEGA FIRST AMENDMENT 
LEGAL FUND 
c/o Carson-Thomas 
and Associates, P.C. 

1790 30th Street, Suite 418 
Boulder, Colorado 80301. 

Get your check in the mail today. 
With your support we shall prevail.^ 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/US PS 120-510) is published monthly by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine. Inc. 
Boulder, Colorado. Second Class Postape Paid al Boulder, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE. Subscription Department, P.O. Bos 348. Ml. Morris. IL 61054. or call 1-800-877-5207. U.S. and APO-FPO 
subscription rates Tor twelve monthly issues: $28.00. California residents add 7 1/4 tax. Canada add $10.00/yr. additional 
postage (includes GST tax registration number: Rl 28476249). All other countries add $21.00. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Single-Issue 
Price — U.S.. $3.95; United Kingdom. £2.60; Canada. $4.75. 

CONTRIBUTORS: Mansucripts, photographs, drawings are submitted at the contributor's own risk. Material should be 
mailed to Articles Editor, SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. Box 693. Boulder. CO 80306), and cannot be returned unless 
accompanied by sufficient postage. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary to meet tbe editorial 
requirements of SOF. AH manuscripts must he typed double-spaced. All photographs should be credited and be accurately 
identified. Payment will be made at rates current al time of publication. Editorial olTice pbone number Is 303-449-3750. 

Copyright ©1992 by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, Inc. AH Rights Reserved. 
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Zagreb — Page 32 


Photo: Eric Mlchelettl 


SILENCE IS POLYMER .. .Peter G. Kokalis 

Although SOF rarely reviews consumer firearms, Ram-Line’s sound-suppressed 
Exactor — the Stealth — is our cup of plasma 26 

DEADLY DECIBELS . . Peter G. Kokalis 

SOF Tech Editor on the physics of sound and sound suppression 31 

ZAGREB MERC MARKET .Tony Rogers 

Not surprisingly, Yugoslavia’s civil war has attracted professional soldiers from 
around the world. And also not surprisingly, they face high risk for low pay 32 

SAVE OUR SERE . Regnad Kcin 

The U.S. Army’s survival school taught thousands how to escape, evade and 
survive. But can it escape Washington’s budget ax? 38 

TRAPPED IN IRAQ .Dale B. Cooper 

Three SF troopers deep inside Saddam’s sandbox find themselves stranded, 
holding off scores of Iraqi troops and angry natives, while a Blackhawk chopper 
makes a mad dash to save them 42 


NO MORE SELLOUTS 

.Col. Millard “Mike” Peck 

Before we even think about normaliz¬ 
ing relations with Vietnam, we must 
demand an answer from Hanoi — 
where are our missing POWs? 48 

LAUCK’S 

LETHAL .45s . SOF Staff 

A Wyoming gunsmith makes handgun 
history with his custom combat 
conversions 49 

POW/MIA: 

BLUEPRINT FOR A 
BREAKTHROUGH 

.“Diogenes” 

Why have U.S. efforts to find our 
POWs failed so miserably? Advice on 
how our POW “investigators” should 
work provides some answers 50 
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Peck: “Don't Sell Out Our POWs” — Page 48 


TRADING WITH THE ENEMY . Michael Benge 

While big oil companies push for commerce with Vietnam, a KGB general reveals 
Soviet interrogation of missing POWs — our government must not forsake our 
POW/MIAs, nor forget Vietnam’s abysmal human rights record and ongoing 
Cambodian presence 54 


TRAP FLAP .Galen Geer 

Arizona’s Proposition 200 — seeking a ban on leg-hold traps — has hidden teeth, 
menacing all sport hunting and fishing 58 

POLISH PALADINS .. .Tom Bates 

Poland’s hand-picked counterterrorist team keeps busy in a country that officially 
didn’t have “terrorists” 62 
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Mucho Cocaine In Panama 

FLAK.12 
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Combat Craft .16 

Shooting The Stinger 

World SitRep. 18 
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Machine Gun Magic 

Battle Blades.24 

Pointed Questions 

Supply Locker. 74 

Advertisers’ Index.77 
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COVER 


“Adventurers" worldwide have journeyed to 
Croatia to join its international brigade. 
Some come on ideological grounds, some 
for money, some just for the hell of it. The 
Croatian government welcomes experi¬ 
enced volunteers, but offers only high risk 
and low pay — for some, that's enough. 
Photo: Yves Debay 



Vietnam — Page 54 Photo: Edward Rasen 
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Operation Just Coke: while the Pineapple 
lolls on pension in a U.S. prison charged 
with being a narco, here’s some evidence 
submitted by one of SOF’s straw 
prosecutors. The weapons and bags of 
coke were confiscated by these troopers in 
a building named Ancon Deni during a 
sweep made during Operation Just Cause. 
Didn’t the media report there were no drugs 
found by military troops? 

Photo: Anonymous 


THE RIGHT JUICE ... 

U.S. Army brass have gone on 
record as favoring a liquid propellant 
for the high-priority Advanced Field 
Artillery System (AFAS), citing longer 
possible ranges (40km), less expense 
over the long term, greater safety (less 
likely to set off a chain reaction if hit, as 
in the turret of a tank) and greater 
accuracy (the exact amount of propel¬ 
lant can be metered to hit a specific 
target). Development of the second- 
choice XM 230 “Unicharge” solid 
propellant will continue, in the event 
that technical problems related to liq¬ 
uid propellants prove to be insur¬ 
mountable. General Electric and the 
Army are currently testing a liquid 
propellant gun, the “Defender,” at 
Yuma Proving Grounds, Arizona. 

And looking toward the day when 
guns will use electrical “juice” as a 
propellant, the Pentagon’s Joint Elec¬ 
tric Armaments Committee is strug¬ 
gling to coordinate efforts by the vari¬ 
ous services and their various contrac¬ 


tors who are developing electric- 
powered artillery. Pentagon research¬ 
ers and defense contractors are pres¬ 
ently pursuing two types of electric 
guns for tanks and shipboard use: 
electrothermal cannons, which use hot 
gases and high-energy electrical 
charges to propel rounds farther and 
faster than existing methods — and 
electro-magnetic launchers (“rail 
guns”), which greatly enhance the 
velocity of a metal projectile, improving 
its ability to penetrate armor or hard¬ 
ened targets. 

SOF BACK ON THE RACK WITH 
BARNES & NOBLE ... 

Look for SOF on racks served by 
International Periodical Distributors, a 
division of Barnes & Noble. In a FLAK 
response of October 1988 we noted 
that SOF had been pulled from 
B. Dalton Bookseller’s magazine 
racks, also owned by Barnes & Noble. 
We asked our readers to write and give 
them what-for. The Barnes & Noble rep 
writes us: “ ... B. Dalton Booksellers 
did not delist your magazine due to 
political reasons. B. Dalton has never 
had a ‘censored’ list. Soldier of Fortune 
was delisted from the ‘National Ap¬ 
proved List’ because it was not a title 
that sold in all 800 of our stores, and 
only titles selling in all of our stores are 
approved through wholesalers.” 



Do you heTeve a citizen has 
bear arms 


Chlel, Sheriff 
Top Management 


Middle 

Management 




Do you support a ban on assault weapons? 


In your opinion, does gun control lessen crime? 



Chief. Sheriff Middle 

Top Management Management Street Officer 


Next time Handgun Control Inc. (HCI) or 
some limp-wristed journalist tries to tell you 
the nation’s police would like to see the 
citizens they serve be disarmed, here’s 
some hard information to hit them with. The 
data is extracted from a detailed poll taken 
by Law Enforcement Technology magazine 
and Horizon Research Inc. 
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GLOCK 

The New Wave in Combat Handguns 

by Peter Alan Kasler 

Since its U.S. debut in 1985, the Glock pistol has been the subject of considerable 
controversy. Was it really sold to Libyan terrorists? What are the advantages of Polymer 2, the 
^ “space-age plastic of which it is made? Do its plastic parts really allow it to pass undetected 

through airport security systems? How many different Glock models are there, and what calibers 
are they offered in? Does the Glock’s light weight make it kick more than a heavier gun? How safe 
is its unique "safe-action’ trigger system - does it increase the chances of accidental discharge? In this 
book, firearms instructor and long-time Glock owner Peter Alan Kasler debunks the myths, lays to rest the 
rumors, and, through photos of a special cutaway Glock that clearly display its inner mechanisms, demystifies 
the design and operations of what is the most innovative handgun to be introduced in some time - and possibly in 
the history of firearms. 51/2x8 1/2, hardcover, photos, illus., 304 pp. $25.00 





A 


FORGOTTEN 

LEGIONS 



i Gatling 
w* Gun 


BOOK II-HOW TO GET 
ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
The Encyclopedia of 
Personal Surveillance 
by Lee Lapin 

This long-awaited follow-up to the 
best-selling first volume is a gold 
mine of the latest techniques and 
tricks of intelligence collection. Learn 
how to bypass computer passwords, 
look or listen through solid walls, 
gather personal data on anyone and 
much morel 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus.. 232 pp. $35.00 


FORGOTTEN LEGIONS 
Obscure Combat Formations 
of the Waffen-SS 
by Antonio J. Munoz 
This history of obscure Waffen-SS 
units has all the elements of a war 
novel: ambushes, glider assaults, res¬ 
cues, courage, betrayal. Included are 
Turkic, Hungarian, Serbian. Czech and 
Russian formations, as well as never- 
before-seen photos, diagrams, maps 
and first-hand accounts from diaries 
and survivors. 8 1/2x11, hardcover, 
photos, illus., 424 pp. $59.95 


THE GATLING GUN 
18th Century Machine Gun to 
20th Century Vulcan 
by Joseph Berk 

Here is the first complete 130-year 
history of what is a truly remarkable 
and timeless weapon. Author Joseph 
Berk traces the glonous career of this 
multibarreled, high-rate-of-fire gun 
from its inception dunng the Civil War 
to its current role as a state-of-the-art 
modern combat system of the U.S. 
military. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus.. 136 pp. $29.95 


BLACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO 
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment 
A graphic demonstration of how to 
exploit the vulnerable vital points of 
the human anatomy. The instructors - 
bouncers in some of the most violent 
bars and roadhouses in the country - 
focus on strikes that they know from 
experience will put a man down. 
Some of the techniques in this video 
are only appropriate for life-or-death 
situations. Therefore, this film is for 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx 50 min., VHS only. $29.95 



GET 

EVEN 

The Complete Book 


TMi W at to Polk* 

□ rrtci& Batitt 

AfOSUIVIVAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 

diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 240 pp. $19.95 


GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter¬ 
tainment only. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hard¬ 
cover, 208pp. $19.95 


STREETWORK 
The Way to Police Officer 
Safety and Survival 
by Steve AJbrecht 

The margin for error for a policeman is 
measured by his life, so his on-the job 
training never ends. In this practical 
approach to policing, the author 
shares survival tips and techniques for 
all cops regardless of the size of the 
precinct or length of service. A must 
for anyone interested in surviving the 
wildlife of today's streets. 5 1/2x8 
1 12, softcover, 256 pp. $19.95 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2x81 12, softcover. 

80 pp. $12.00 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

Street Lethal. 

..$15.95 

Bounty Hunter. 

..$12.00 

Screw Unto Others .... 

..$19.95 

How to Find Anyone, 


U.S. Army Special Forces 

Anywhere. 

..$19.95 

Medical Handbook... 

..$19.95 

Break Contact, 


Into the Primitive. 

..$15.00 

Continue Mission. 

..$22.95 

A Bouncer's Guide to 


To Ride, Shoot Straight, and 

Barroom Brawling... 

..$17.95 

Speak the Truth. 

..$26.00 

Bail Enforcer. 

..$16.95 

Business Partners. 

..$22.95 

Mini-14 Super Systems 

..$16.95 

U.S. Army Special Forces 

Credit: 


A-Team Vietnam 


The Cutting Edge. 

..$25.00 

Combat Manual. 

..$19.95 


PALADIN PRESS 

■ P.O. Box 1 307-2DS 

u Boulder, CO 80306 

Please Send Me The Following Titles: 


AMBUSH! 

Navy SEALs in Deadly Action 
The most deadly terror tactic of U.S. 
Navy SEALs in Vietnam was the 
ambush. This instructional video on 
the art of the ambush features all-new, 
never before seen footage from the 
personal archives of SEAL vets. Find 
ou! what it was like to conduct “wham 
and scram" ops, unconventional 
methods used only by SEALs, the 
difference between planned vs. hasty 
ambushes and much more. Color, 
approx 60 min.. VHS only. $29.95 


THE LOVELESS LEGEND 
How to Make Custom Knives 
with R. W. Loveless 
and Jim Merritt 

This groundbreaking film documen¬ 
tary reveals the inside secrets and 
tips of the knifemaking trade as 
they’ve evolved in the shop of R.W. 
Loveless. Learn the rare art of custom 
knifemaking from a true master as he 
shares his expertise and talks in- 
depth about his design philosophy. 
Color, approx. 95 min., VHS only. 

$59.95 


HANDGUN STOPPING POWER 
The Definitive Study 
by Evan Marshall and Ed Sanow 

Dramatic first-hand accounts of the 
results of handgun rounds fired into 
criminals by cops, storeowners, 
cabbies and others are the heart 
and soul of this long-awaited book 
This is the definitive methodology 
for predicting the stopping power of 
handgun loads, the first to take into 
account what really happens when 
a bullet meets a man. 8 1/2 x 11. 
hardcover, photos, 240 pp. $39.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno¬ 
logy. how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover. illus.. 272 pp. $30.00 


CRED IT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 

B Call 24* ourfa day.Vdays a S 
week. Send $ 1.00 for 50-page CATALOG 
of 350 titles (free with order). 




□ VISA □ MASTERCARD EXP. 
CARD# 

□ check,/ MONEY ORDER 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307* Boulder, CO 80306 
(303)443-7250 • FAX (303)442-8741 

(Videotapes are nonretarnnhle. Damaged tapes will he replaced.} 


Phase Include c a nn 
Postage & Handlng * 
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ARMY WANTS MAGIC BULLET ... 

The Commander, U.S. Army Arma¬ 
ment Research, Development and En¬ 
gineering Center, Procurement Direc¬ 
torate, ATTN: SMCAR-PCW-D, CPT J. 
Stringfield, Bldg. 10, Picatinny Arsenal, 
NJ 07806-5000 is soliciting information 
on small-caliber ammunition for use in 
confined operational environments 
such as buildings, ships and aircraft. 

They want it to (at ranges of from 
5 to 15 meters) be capable of deliver¬ 
ing sufficient energy to be considered 
lethal after having penetrated a con¬ 
ventional bulletproof vest — but not to 


penetrate background material such 
as walls, doors or thin metal — or 
present a ricochet hazard at ranges 
over 25 meters (misses, or after going 
through the target). This magic bullet 
should also be compatible with the 
M16A2 rifle and the M4 carbine. Infor¬ 
mation solicited can be regarding such 
a product you just may have on the 
shelf, ideas you may have for modify¬ 
ing existing components to give the 
desired performance, or ideas for con¬ 
ceptual designs that may require vary¬ 
ing degrees of development. Write 
them —- not us. 


AMERICA’S CUP, OR TIN CUP? ... 

Two Soviet, er Russian, entries 
showed up to enter the America’s Cup 
yacht races in San Diego, both deliv¬ 
ered by air. The huge Antonov that 
delivered the second yacht Age of 
Russia was in turn loaded with 70 tons 
of relief supplies at Lindbergh Field 
before it departing. Relief supplies 
were donated by Zey Enterprises, Park 
West Children’s Fund and Knight and 
Carver Yacht Center of San Diego. As 
we go to press, it was undecided if the 
first candidate, the Red Star, or Age of 
Russia would be the race entrant. 

FRATRICIDE QUICK FIXES ... 

Friendly fire casualties in the Gulf 
War gave rise to a special U.S. Army 
Positive Combat Identification Task 
Force. To thoroughly test promising 
ideas is a long-range project that may 
take up to seven years, but in the 
interim a number of quick-fixes with 
potential for early deployment are to be 
tested this spring at Fort Bliss, Texas; 
the National Training Center at Fort 
Irwin, California; and at additional 
TRADOC (Army Training and Doctrine 
Command) posts. 

All devices to be tested in this 
immediate program are related to the 
use of night-vision goggles or thermal- 


NIGHT VISION 


AFFORDABLE SEE-IN-THE-DARK TECHNOLOGY 


WHEN NOTHING BUT THE BEST WILL DO 

AN/PVS-4 STARLIGHT NIGHT VISION SYSTEM 




CURRENT STATE OF THE ART AN/PVS-4 
2ND GENERATION NIGHT VISION SYSTEM. 

This is the finest unit available today. 

We are the National Distributor for 

O. E.C., the current military contractor 
for 15,000 units of the AN/PVS-4. 

We can offer you the same unit the 
military receives. 

New—With Excellent Reconditioned Intensifier Tube 
$2,850.00 Add $ 15.00 for Reg. UPS-S30.00 for Next Day Air 

NEW-With New Intensifier Tube 

$3,895.00 Add $15.00 for Reg. UPS-S30.00 for Next Day Air 
We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 

We offer a full line of top quality products plus the unsurpassed service 
knowledge of night vision experts. We service and stand behind every 
product we sell. For more information on additional night vision systems, 
goggles, and viewers write or call: 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P. O. Box 266 (215) 391-9101 

Emmaus, PA 18049 FAX (215) 391-9220 

SEND *4,00 FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG 


STARLIGHT WEAPON SIGHT/VIEWER 

tfO AN/PVS-2B 


First the Good News ... We're offering a Now the Bad News ... Quantities are limited. These 
fantastic price on Night Vision Equipment! "like new” Starlight scopes are selling fast at this low 

The AN/PVS-2B, with its high performance price, so order now to take advantage of this 

nitrogen filled lens and high gain 25mm exceptional opportunity! 

intensifier tube, Is the best performing first Shipped with: Tripod/pistol grip adaptor, daylight lens 

generation scope issued in quantity to the cover, operating manual and batteries. Add $100.00 

U.S. Military. This versatile unit, with f or ar 15/M 16 mounting system. Other mounting 

optional adaptors, can be weapon mounted systems are available, prices on request. Add $15.00 

or used for low light level photography. for regular UPS shipping, $30.00 for Next Day Air. 

• First Generation Reconditioned 6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY. 

Intensifier NOT AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT 

. 4X Magnification NO F.F.L. REQUiREO 

• Range 400 to 600 yards for weapon 

aiming. Up to Vi mile for surveillance, ^ 
depending on light level and terrain. ^ 

This unit previously sold for $2,750.00. Due K -- 

to an incredible buy on these reconditioned jW L* 

units, we are offering them at $1,695.00, # llm. 

a savings of over $1,000.00! 

Excalibur gives you the COVERT EDGE at affordable prices! 
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imaging sights, as used on the Bradley 
fighting vehicle and Abrams tank. They 
include: 

— Thermal tape, to be placed on the 
outside of a vehicle to present a “cold 
stripe” across the heat seen by a 
friendly’s thermal-imaging equipment 
— “Budd Light,” a nine-volt device 
emitting a slowly pulsating light, which 
can be seen up to five miles away by 
friendlies looking through night-vision 
goggles 

— DARPA light, developed by the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency, which emits an infrared light to 
identify Army forces to friendly aircraft 
— GPS (Global Positioning System) 
which uses satellite navigation to let a 
soldier pinpoint his location on a map, 
keeping him from getting lost and 
wandering in front of friendly forces 
The Budd Light and GPS were both 
available for Desert Storm, but neither 
was feasible for widespread deploy¬ 
ment. One aspect of the current re¬ 
search programs is to establish proto¬ 
cols for efficient use of such anti¬ 
fratricide devices in varying tactical 
situations, to match varying enemy 
capabilities. 

The Army and other services plan 
testing of more sophisticated devices 
that use sight, laser, radar or sound 
over the next seven years. Cost esti¬ 
mates for developing more sophisti¬ 



cated systems vary from $23 million to 
$500 million. 

PSYWAR SOCIETY ... 

Psywar/Psyops entail a great deal 
more than dropping propaganda leaf¬ 
lets, but the study of this interesting 
facet of war is the forte of the Psywar 
Society, based in England. They de¬ 
scribe their organization as “an inter¬ 
national association of psychological 
warfare historians and collectors of 
aerial propaganda leaflets.” They pub¬ 
lish a periodical named The Falling 
Leaf. Write to them in care of Keith B. 
Moore, Publications Manager, 7 North 
Park Ave., Dept. SOF, Leeds LS8 
1DN, England.^ 


Ready to go into production is this new 
7.62mm version of the M16 rifle. Designed 
to fulfill a USMC requirement for a 
7.62x51 mm sniper rifle similar to the Ml 6, 
the SR-25 design employs over 60% 
existing Ml 6 parts. Upper receiver is flat- 
topped, allowing a variety of sighting 
options: handguard is attached only at rear, 
leaving a free-floating barrel whose zero is 
not affected by attaching bipods. Length is 
44 inches, weight, empty and without 
scope, is 10.75 pounds: accuracy is less 
than one MOA. For further info, contact 
Knight’s Armament Co., Dept. SOF, 7750 
9th St. SW, Vero Beach, FL 32968 ... and 
watch for a complete rundown on this new 
weapon in a future issue of SOF. Photo: 
courtesy Knight’s Armament Co. 



M\ INTttUGENCi 


KGB Israeli MOSSAD Military Intelligence R.C.M.P. Metro Police Bail Enforcement 

No. M128....$29.95 No. M 129....$29.95 No. M 130....S29.95_No. M132....$29.95 No. M141 ....$39.95 No. M136....$29.95 


LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY <Nicmc > 


MC/Visa 
Cali 24 hours! 


1 - 318 - 222^2970 


Authentic, Professional, Full Size Badges 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
PATCH PRINT 


Our Police Patch Print is in seven colors 
on heavy paper! The patches are so 
real you can "almost touch them"! Dis¬ 
play it with pride in your office, orsquad 
room! Full size 23" x 35”. Shipped rolled 
inatube. No. P-83.$9.95;2for$18.95 


Miami Vice "Dirty Harry" 

Z No. Q34....$29.95 No. Q35.. .$29.95 


"James Bond" Hawaii FIVE-0 New York City Lt. New York City Det. 
No. M127....$29.95 No. M125....$29.95 No. Q36....$29.95 No. Ml21...$29.95 


iM bWfc'LNOi fclttfFS 
Of The Untiib Shtk 


vsO 



Bounty Hunter 

No. M137....$29.95 


Private Detective 

No. M104....$17.95 


Other Badges of Interest 


□ M105 

□ Ml 07 

□ M108 

□ M109 

□ M140 

□ M103 

□ M122 

□ M123 

□ M126 


□ M106 Deputy Sheriff (3").$17.95 

w □ Ml 10Special Officer(3") $17.95 ____ 

c ^ < !? ra er m ti 7 OC LI Mill Security Officer (3")...$ 17.95 □ Ml34 Security Enf. Off. (3")..$19.95| 

Spcl Investigator (3 )$ 7.95 Q M131 Texas Ranger(3 ..).$ 19 . 95 Q M 135 E.M.T.<3").$19.95 J 

Prof. Investigator^"). $17.95 1 c L OW Enforcement Supply CO.<NIC INC.) Order #(318) 222-2970 * 
, * , V, 1 500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. No.3 ki I 

Los Angeles PD (1.5 )$19.95 | p.o. Box 595Q-SNB Name - - 

Priv. lnvestigator(3')..$l 7.95 , S hreveport, LA 71135-59 50 Address_| 


□ Ml24 Las Vegas Police (3").$29.95 

□ M133 Security Sp. Off. (3“)...$19.95| 

□ Ml 34 Security Enf. Off. (3")..$ 19.95 

□ Ml 35 E.M.T.(3").$19.95 


rnv. mvebiigarorio ■ 

Texas St. Police (3")...$29.95 I 
N.Y.P.D. Sergeant(3*').$29.951 
Las Vegas Metro (3").$29.95^ 


( Please add $3.00 per ordoA 
postage & handling J 

112 pg. Color Catalog 
$3.00; FREE with order! N 


Card # --_- Exp. Date- 

VISA M/C M/OCheck ORDER or FAX 318 - 869-3228 #SNB 
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THE BATTLE OF 


BLACK BERETS 
JWTEDFACES 




Hnijirl'oiwi CI,Mfri(i.iin’ 


AQUCK& DIRTY 


LESSONS or 

MODERN 

WAR/ 


MARTIAL 

ARTS 


Louis Frederic 


RALPH PETRS 


DICTIONARY 
OF THE 

SECOND 

WORLD 

WAR 




johii euis; 


tusxstes 


Creep with us through deadly 
jungles where the enemy may 
be no more than a bayonet away. 
Race with us through burning 
deserts to trap forces of tyranny. 


WE SLEPT 


pjNSf^fiElCR] 


SVN 

TZV’S 

ART 

* OF * 

WA R 


Counts as 2 choices + Softcover ++ Fiction 
x Special edition exclusively for Club members 


PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS’ HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 
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SOVIET 

WINGS 


BANANA 

wbrs 


Kenneth Poolman 


Battle by battle, The 
Military Book Club lets you 
witness history as it’s made. 
Get in on all the action. Clip 
the coupon and join us today 


SAMURAI 

WARLORDS 

The Book of the Daim v6 


FORWARD 

INTO 

BATTLE 


OF WORLD WAR TWO 


pp’fcv i 
















.. ~ 



6163 $18.95 5652+ $17.50 6221 $22.95 3863-9999* $29.95 6320 $24.95 1024 $21.95 1263-9999* $29.95 0950 $19.95 3988+ $10.95 


Take any 

4 for 98' 

with membership 



6528 $24.95 




9522 $9.95x 



6148-9999* 


NINJA 


HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN ... 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. Once your membership's 
accepted, we’ll send the 4 books you’ve chosen. If you’re not 100% 
satisfied with them, return them within 10 days at our expense. 
Membership will be canceled and you’ll owe nothing. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You’ll receive up to 16 issues a year. 
Each issue reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) plus a wide variety 
of alternate books from the Club’s extensive library. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Book Selection(s), do 
nothing —it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book—or 
none at all—simply return your Member Reply Form by the specified 
date. A shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 


THE 


M ilitary 

BOOKCLUB’ 

Your #1 Source for Military Books 


MAIL TO: 

The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
P.0. Box 6357 
Indianapolis, IN 
46206-6357 


YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book 
Club according to the risk-free membership 
plan described in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS 
i’ve indicated. Bill me just 98$, plus shipping 
and handling. 


Please write book 
numbers here: 


28198 09 

It you select a book that counts as 
2 choices, write the first 4 digits 
of the book number in one row 
of boxes and 9999 in the next. 


HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much as 30% 
off publishers’ edition prices. Club books are sometimes altered in 
size to fit special presses. 

AN EASY-T0-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 more 
books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you may resign mem¬ 
bership anytime. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine was delayed and you had less than 10 
days to respond, simply return the book at our expense. 


Mr./Mrs. 

Miss/Ms. 


Address . 


please print 


. State 


. Apt. 
.Zip 


City _ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from Canada, where 
offer is slightly different. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject 
any application. 

SOF 4/92 
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SUPPORT LEBANESE FORCES ... 

Thank you for everything you have 
published in support of the Lebanese 
forces, the Christian resistance in my 
country. 

These days the Lebanese forces 
are in head-down position, avoiding all 
possible "sniper fire” from the pro- 
Syrian government currently in control 
of the whole country. They are backed 
by the Syrian occupation army, except 
that there are no Syrians in the territory 
which was under control of the Leba¬ 
nese forces. 

Thanks to the stupid General Aoun, 
we got this asshole government. The 
army now is overwhelmed by Mos¬ 
lems. The Lebanese forces sent their 
weapons abroad and the Moslems and 
Druze hid most of theirs. 

The Christian resistance will sur¬ 
vive. Stay with us boys, keep up the 
good work. 

Christian Akhrass 
Paris, France 

SOF MATCH SAVES LIVES ... 

This letter is to thank your staff for 
holding the "Three-Gun Match” at 
each convention. 

I am a career police officer with over 
20 years in the so-called “criminal 
justice system.” I’ve experienced ap¬ 
proximately one dozen "close encoun¬ 
ters of the vicious variety” during 
that time. 


Within two weeks of the 1989 Three- 
Gun Match, I killed an armed hostage- 
taker in a hallway in an apartment 
complex. The hostage-taker was in¬ 
stantly dispatched with two .357 Mag¬ 
num HPs, one through his heart and 
one through his “running lights.” As a 
result, the three hostages walked out 
without a scratch. 

My point is that the realistic training 
received at the annual match is a fine 
supplement to routine instruction given 
by my department. 

Thanks again to you, Michael Horn 
and to your staff. 

James Joyce 
Ridgefield, Washington 

UNPREPARED CROATIA ... 

Your readers might be interested to 
know why the Croatian national guard 
finds itself so unprepared to fight the 
Yugoslav federal army. 

Since World War II, the communist- 
and Serbian-dominated leadership in 
Belgrade has systematically prevented 
Croatians from obtaining licenses for 
private weapons. While most any Serb 
could obtain a gun permit, only 
Croatian communists or people of 
known political loyalty could acquire 
weapons in Croatia. 

A year or two ago, the federal 
leadership demanded disarmament of 
the Slovenian and Croatian territorial 
armies, entities roughly equivalent to 


our National Guard. The Slovenians 
kept their arms and dealt a decisive 
defeat last July to the federal army. 

Due to the complicity of communist 
elements in the previous Croatian gov¬ 
ernment, and a lack of weapons in their 
homes, the Croatian people were not 
able to prevent the confiscation of their 
arsenals. 

Having spent several months at the 
front in Croatia, let me warn any of your 
readers who may wish to assist the 
Croatians that it has become quite 
lethal on the front lines. The federal 
army has tremendous amounts of artil¬ 
lery and mortars, and simply pulverizes 
towns before foot soldiers show up to 
finish the job. A Dutch paratrooper 
friend of mine (Erwin van der Mast) 
was killed by a tank within two weeks of 
his arrival in Croatia. To my knowl¬ 
edge, he was the first NATO [-country 
native] volunteer to die in the war. 
Name Withheld 
Sutter Creek, California 

INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE ... 

I need an address to contact the 
"Croat International Unit” (foreign na¬ 
tionals assisting the Croatians). 

Devin Benson 
Chicago, Illinois 

Very simple. According to our 
sources , go to Zagreb and ask the first 
soldier you see where the International 
Brigade reception center is located . 
However, be advised that by the time 
you read this, the situation may have 
changed. To the best of our knowl¬ 
edge, there are no recruiting centers in 
the United States . 

— RKB 

HERITAGE FOUNDATION Q & A ... 

Enclosed is a letter I sent to the 
Heritage Foundation and the response 
that I received: 

Dear Sirs, 

I am a contributor to the Heritage 
Foundation. I presume you are familiar 
with the article in the latest Soldier of 
Fortune magazine, about the founda¬ 
tion’s activities concerning gun control. 
I would like to know what the founda¬ 
tion has to say. 

Terrence J. Quinn 
Eagle, Colorado 
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PERSONAL a BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 


ZL ~ I AUDIO SECURITY KIT 

jBV ||K VHF-Transmitter, Receiver 
JHf qBg W a Automatic VOX Recorder 

"'wMhH? Crystal controlled FCC type approved 
fliyf Jf7 VHF transmitter (171 Mhz), sends a clear, 

1 SBtIHM crisp s ' gna * t0 t * ie matc ^' n 8 receiver up to 

— 1,000 ft. away, where it is connected with a 

patch cord (included) to our exclusive 10 
Hour Voice Activated Recorder. When the 
transmitter's sensitive microphone picks up 

-- sounds in the area, it is sent to the receiver 

and then the recorder will automatically start and stop, keeping a record of 
every sound. Ideal for taping hands-free notes as you walk or as a security 
room monitor. Transmitter comes complete with a'clip-on microphone and 
belt dip for use as a body wire. See warning. 

Complete Set. Retail *S95. SALE $399. (Ship $20.) 

Transmitter and Receiver. Only $299. (ship $ 10 .) 


TRANSMITTER KITS 


TELEPHONE RECORDING SYSTEM 

With 10 Hour Voice Activated Recorder ppMj^ 

■ Selectable VOX (voice activation) On/Off, High/Low 

■ f /3 the overall size of other long play recorders 

■ 10 hours on standard 120 minute cassettes (5 hrs./side) 

■ AA battery or 6 volt or 110 volt AC operation 1 ■ " 

■ Complete with 110 volt power supply 

■ Best voice quality of any long play recorder 

■ Color coded output jacks include: 

Remote, earphone, microphone and power -- 

Telephone Recording System. EP-IO VOX recorder with Recorder Qnly ET-10 VOX S12S. 
telephone interface, voice activated, starts and stops (Ship $7.50) 
automatically. Simple connections, plugs into any modular 

jack. Records both sides of all conversations on any single line (one phone number) telephone 
(does not matter how many extensions are on the premises). 

Complete Set $165. (Ship $7.50). Optional Alligator clip adaptors enable you to attach the unit 
anywhere along your phone line. $10. (Ship $3.50) See warning. 


10 VOX $125. 


FM TRANSMITTER KIT 

Small but powerful, encased in a thin, black plastic box, about 
the size of a credit card and %" thick. Very sensitive microphone 
covers 20' x 20' room. Range up to a ft mile. 9 volt battery 
powered. Easy five minute assembly required. 

$99. (Ship $5.) Use any FM radio or EPPI's Super Radio II ($99. 
+ Ship $10.) See warning. 


• TELEPHONE TRANSMITTER KIT Professional quality. 40 Mhz 
crystal controlled. Works with scanners, etc. Attaches with alligator clips. Powered 
by 9 volt battery. Soldering required. Exclusive. Retail $195. Sale $149. (Ship $5.) 

See warning. 

• WALL OUTLET KIT When assembled looks like a standard 110 power 
outlet but picks up and transmits ail sounds in a room (great for security). Tuneable 
from 68 to 340 Mhz. Powered by 110 AC when wired in place (never needs batter¬ 
ies). Never before offered as a kit. Get one now while you can! Requires soldering to 
assemble. $149. (Ship $5) See warning. 

• PHONE 8t ROOM KIT Exclusive unit transmits telephone conversa¬ 
tions when the phone is in use and room sounds when the telephone is hung up. 
Powered by the telephone line. Can be placed in the phone or anywhere along the line. 
Frequency tuneable 65 Mhz to 119 Mhz. Will work with FM radio. Requires soldering 
to assemble. See warning. TEL-1IKA $120. (Ship $5.) 

SAVE!! ALL FOUR UNITS $489. (ShipSio ) 

^Notice: These kits are to be used ONLY for experimentation, testing and 
training in Electronic Countermeasures. See warning. 


%ew TELEPHONE WITH 
BUILT-IN VOICE CHANGER 

No one will know who is calling. This brand new device 
alters your voice by digitizing it, radically changing the 
way you sound. 

Operates as a normal telephone unit, at the push of a 
button, you make your voice sound higher or lower. 
Because the voice has been digitized, it sounds some¬ 
what mechanical, this defeats voice analyzers and even 
your own mother wouldn't know who was calling. Plugs 
into any standard phone jack. 

The degree of change can be 
varied even as you talk. Think 
of the possibilities... 

Introductory Sale 

$79.95 each. 

(Ship $7.50) 

Portable pocket size 
unit for use on payphones. 

Best quality. $298. (Ship $7.50) 


■ Night Vision Pocket Scope, $2,500. Fujinon, brand new 2nd generation (Ship 
$45.) Pre-paid orders only. 

■ Bulletproof Briefcase Insert. Stops .357 Mag Rated Class HA. Approximately 2 
lbs. $99. (Ship $7.50) 

■ Professional RF Bug Detector. Easy to use, instructional video included. CPM- 
700 $2,695. (Ship $25.) 

■ Walkle Talkie Sale! 5 watts, compact model, fist size, weighs only 15 ounces, 
rechargeable Ni-cad batteries charger. 5-7 mile range. 4 channel (one installed ready 
to use). VHF frequency $269. UHF $299. (Ship $15. per pair). Built-in Scramblers 
add $199. each. 

■ Covert Video Camera Systems available! Micro Cameras. $699. and up. 

■ Recording Briefcase— Touch activated, micro-cassette. Exclusive $399. (Ship$20.) 

■ Bulletproof Vests. Class IIA $269. (Ship $10.) 

■ STUNLIGHT. 50,000 volt stungun/flashlight combination. Rechargeable. $169. 
(Ship $7.50) 

■ Telephone Scrambler $299. each. Minimum of two required. (Ship $10./pair) 

■ Telephone Ear. Dial up location where the EAR is attached to the line, enter secret 
code and listen to room sounds. EAR must be in target area. See warning. $249. 

(Ship $10.) 

■ Shocking Courier Briefcase. 40,000 volt. Remote activated. $499. (Ship $20.) 

> SuperScanner Weapons Detector. $195. (Ship $7.50) Frisk'em Pocket Size Unit 
$69. (Ship $5.) 

■ Scanner. 200 channel hand-held. $269. (Ship $10.) 

■ Caller I.D. $89. (Ship $7.) 2+ $79. each. (Ship $10.) 

■ M-18 Military Smoke Grenades. New production. Case of 10. $299. (Ship $15.) 

■ Professional Pull-Tab Smoke Grenades. 120,000 cubic ft. Case of six. $120. 

(Ship $10.) 

■ Motion Alert Transmitter/Receiver. Signals if gate, mailbox, door, etc. is 
opened. $99.95 (set) (Ship $750) Extra Transmitters $49.95 (Ship $3.50) 

■ Touch Tone Decoder. Prints number for telephone DTMF tones. $269. (Ship $10.) 


VIDEOS 


ISRAELI 

INSTINCTIVE 

COMBAT 

SHOOTING 

Exclusive video. Fast, 
safe, deadly precision. 

As used by special 
Israeli units. Learn from 
the best. Filmed in Israel. 
I Hour VHS 
$49.95 (Ship $4.) 



SPY TECH 
VIDEO 

Watch as each product 
is demonstrated, learn how 
they can give you the 
"edge." 30 min., VHS 
only. Spy-Tech Video 
Catalog$l4.95(Ship$3.) 
SALE $9.95 Pre-paid 
orders only. 


Mm 


WHO'S 

WATCHING 

YOU?! 

Surveillance tricks, see 
real bugging devices, learn 
countermeasure tech¬ 
niques. Excellent! 31 min. 
VHS. $29.95 (Ship $3.) 




"TELEPHONE 
TAPS a 
ROOM BUGS" 

How They're 
Done a How to 
Defeat Them 

Expert advice on "real 
world" bugging, phone 
taps, body wires, counter¬ 
measures and more. 
Shows many devices. 60 
min., VHS only. 

$49.95 (Ship $4.) 




1 


£atalo<] with wfdaitA,! Sad $3.00 


WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90*351, TTTIE HI, (8 USD., SECTION 
2511, ALL LOCAL STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER [NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR 
INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 


Executive Protection Products, Inc. 

1325 Imola Avenue West ■ SuiteS ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD ■ 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk ■ Fax (707) 253-7149 
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Dear Mr. Quinn: 

I regret that I wasn’t as eloquent as 
i should have been many months ago 
when I spoke to the person who wrote 
the Soldier of Fortune article. The 
Heritage Foundation, as a conserva¬ 
tive organization, firmly supports the 
right to keep and bear arms, as guar¬ 
anteed by the Second Amendment to 
the Constitution. 

The question policymakers have to 
answer is whether there are any rea¬ 
sonable limits on that right. In other 
words, whether the Second Amend¬ 
ment guarantees the right to keep and 
bear any type of arms, including sub¬ 
machine guns, Uzis, bazookas, and 
heaven knows what else. It is this 
concern that Dr. Feulner was attempt¬ 
ing to address. 

Cheryl A. Rubin 
Director of Public Relations 
Heritage Foundation 

Quite obviously, in this wishy-washy 
reply, the key is who decides what is 
"reasonable” regarding Second 
Amendment rights. Heritage screwed 
up and doesn't have the balls to 
admit it. 

— RKB 

USE LAWYERS, NOT BUNNIES ... 

Commenting on your animal terror¬ 
ists article, I want to relate the following 
from a comedian I saw on television: 


"I find it disgusting that animals are 
used for drug and cosmetic testing 
when there are so many lawyers still 
out there.” 

Benn E. Scherzer 
Melbourne, Florida 

DID I DO MY PART? ... 

I have a problem I hope you can help 
me with. I feel guilty because I didn’t go 
to Saudi Arabia with my unit. I was 
released because of a medical profile 
due to a motorcycle accident two years 
ago. I like to think that my five weeks of 
active duty with my unit counts for 
something. Do I have the right to say I 
served for part of Desert Shield? 

Sgt. Greg Smith 
Arlington, Wisconsin 

Many reservists were frustrated 
when called to active duty for Desert 
Storm, only to fill stateside slots. How¬ 
ever, those who remained stateside 
played an important role in contributing 
to our magnificent victory. Frustrated, 
yes; ashamed, no. 

AMMO CACHING ... 

You asked for reader input on your 
pieces on weapons caching. I would 
like to see some space devoted to 
long-term ammo storage — both meth¬ 
ods of storage and what types of 
ammunition, primers, etc., can be ex¬ 
pected to have the longest storage life. 


I have seen grungy-looking surplus 
ammo that looked like it had been 
salvaged from a sunken ship, but 
worked perfectly. And as-new com¬ 
mercial stuff that was 98% dead 
primers. 

I don’t know if this is attributable to 
storage methods, types of primers or 
some other factor. It would be helpful 
to know what types of ammo to pur¬ 
chase, how to store it, what storage life 
to expect, and so on. 

Name Withheld 
Hill City, Kansas 

Reader input would be appreciated. 
Names will be withheld — or write 
anonymously. 

BLUE BADGES OF HONOR ... 

In response to the highly interesting 
article, “Blue Badges of Honor” by 
Greg Walker, we at the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars would like to underscore 
the organizations’s support for veter¬ 
ans of El Salvador. That support has 
been demonstrated in VFW Magazine 
(see “War in the Shadows,” 

Sept. 1989). 

According to member-passed by¬ 
laws, the VFW extends eligibility to 
those veterans who have been 
awarded a campaign medal (that in¬ 
cludes the Armed Forces Expedition¬ 
ary Medal and Navy/Marine Corps 
Expeditionary Medal). Award of the 
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Navy Department’s Combat Action 
Ribbon also qualifies. 

Any changes to the membership 
bylaws must be initiated by the mem¬ 
bers. That means introducing a resolu¬ 
tion at the Post and having it approved 
at the annual national convention by 
the delegates. 

For instance, if a VFW member 
introduced a resolution saying any 
veteran who received “imminent dan¬ 
ger pay" (El Salvador vets did) should 
be eligible for membership and it was 
approved, then the bylaws would be 
amended. But such a resolution must 
originate at the grass roots. 

The VFW recognizes the dangerous 
duty performed by U.S. advisers in El 
Salvador and would be honored to 
have them as members. Still, only the 
members can make this decision. 
Richard K. Kolb 
Editor in Chief 
VFW Magazine 

MORE ON KARENS ... 

Some of your best articles over the 
years have covered the Karen freedom 
fighters in Burma. At the risk of repeat¬ 
ing some points, I think your readers 
should know the following: 

After having fought for the British 
against the Japanese during World 
War II, the Karen sent a delegation to 
London to ask for independence, but 
the incompetent government of the 


day turned them down flat. 

After a massacre of Karen civil¬ 
ians, ex-British army Karen 
took up arms and started a 
resistance movement. They 
were then singled out by the 
Burmese army. There have 
been many atrocities, including 
beatings, burnings, shootings 
and even alleged cannibalism 
against Karen freedom fighters 
and civilians; many 
documented by Amnesty 
International. 

The Karen are mainly a 
farming community and live by what 
they can grow and get from bartering. 
Much of their income is derived from 
taxing Burmese traveling through 
Karen territory to sell their goods in 
Thailand, not from selling drugs like 
many of their neighbors. 

They are fighting against a govern¬ 
ment with appalling human rights viola¬ 
tions against its own people, aside 
from minority groups. I know there are 
people reading this who have the right 
connections and influence to get badly 
needed military aid to them. In particu¬ 
lar, antiaircraft systems are needed to 
combat the Hind helicopter gunships 
recently purchased by the Burmese 
army from Poland. 

There must be some blowpipes in 
someone’s inventory after upgrading 
to new systems? Another source that 


springs to mind in Southeast Asia is 
ex-U.S. military equipment, much of it 
in good condition, being sold in Viet¬ 
nam, recently covered in an article 
by SOF. 

Could you please publish an ad¬ 
dress for donations to the Karen, and 
more articles if possible? 

Mark Bower 
Bristol, Great Britain 

Because of U.S. law, we are pre¬ 
cluded from raising funds for the Kar¬ 
ens other than for medical supplies. 
Donations (tax deductible) may be 
sent to Refugee Relief International 
(Karens), P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306 . We will be publishing an up¬ 
date on the Karen's struggle in the 
near future ^ 
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COMBAT CRAFT Shooting The Stinger 

by Vic Vincent 



S f/nger— This is the weapon that 
turned the tide for the Afghan 
mujahideen in their guerrilla war 
against Soviet occupation. Rumor 
has it that the 
Croatian resis¬ 
tance has now 
acquired black- 
market Stingers 
to defend their 
homeland 
against MiGs of 
the Yugoslav air 
force. Most of us know 
what a Stinger looks like 
and what it can do, but how 
many U.S. troops could pick 
one up and fire it if necessary? 

Unless you belong to an Air De¬ 
fense Artillery (ADA) unit, it’s tough to 
get Stinger training. 

This article is no substitute for thor¬ 
ough training, but if you understand 
and rehearse the following proce¬ 
dures, you should be able to pick up a 
Stinger from a fallen ADA soldier to 
bring down an attacking aircraft. 

First, let’s look at the weapon. As 
issued, a Stinger missile system con¬ 
sists of an expendable missile round/ 
launch-tube assembly, a gripstock as¬ 
sembly, and at least three SCUs (Bat¬ 
tery Coolant Units). It’s easily differen¬ 
tiated from the similar Redeye system 
by the rectangular folding IFF (Identifi¬ 
cation Friend or Foe) antenna at the 
right front of the weapon, which the 
Redeye lacks. Stinger also has a much 
more sophisticated tracking system. 

The reusable gripstock is secured to 
the missile round by a clip and pivot 
pin. BCUs are housed in a circular well, 
forward of the grip, and screw into this 
housing. A fresh BCU is required for 
each missile firing or tracker activation. 
The sights are housed in a folding 
assembly on the upper left side of the 
gripstock, just to the left of the 
launch tube. 

To ready a Stinger for firing, pick up 
the weapon and place it on your right 
shoulder. Screw a BCU into the well if 
one isn’t in place, and open the IFF 
antenna by pulling the upper edge of it 
toward the launch tube and then lifting 
and opening the array to the right 
Open the sight assembly with a firm 
upward motion of the left hand, making 
sure it snaps into the open position. 
Look through the sights. Center your 


The greatest equalizer since Colt's revolver, 
the Stinger allows smalt units — especially 
properly trained irregulars — to take back 
the skies. Here, Afghan muj prepares U.S. 
supplied Stinger for firing. Photo: Michael 
Graber 

target in the circular range ring. If the 
target is a fast-mover coming at you, 
don’t fire if its wingspan is greater than 
the range ring’s diameter. Now you’re 
ready to interrogate your target. (Skip 
this step and go straight to the firing 
procedure if the aircraft is involved in a 
hostile action.) 

To interrogate, keep the aircraft 
centered in the range ring and press 
the interrogation button at the rear of 
the gripstock. You will hear one of two 
tones from the IFF system, A series of 
strong, slow beeps indicates the air¬ 
craft is friendly, while a rapid-fire string 
of fast beeps indicates unknown or 
hostile. A Stinger team normally in¬ 
cludes a team chief with binoculars 
who will confirm the aircraft’s identity 
before a fire order is given. 

Firing Procedure 

Once the decision is made to fire, 
the infrared tracker is activated by 
pressing forward and then releasing a 
hinged tracker switch at the upper left 


of the grip. Continue to hold your target 
in the range ring. You will hear a steady 
tone change its pitch noticeably when 
the tracker has locked-on the target. 

When you have the right tone, 
“uncage” the Stinger by pressing in 
with the thumb of your left hand on the 
rectangular switch at the front left of 
the launch tube. This readies the 
missile round for firing, and locks the 
tracker to the heat source. It will now 
follow that particular source, even if 
stronger heat sources, such as decoy 
flares, are encountered. 

At this time, raise (“super-elevate”) 
the weapon on your shoulder, so that 
the three open-sight notches below the 
range ring come into view. The center 
notch is rectangular, while the left and 
right notches are semicircular. You 
want to lead the target, just as if you’re 
duck hunting with a shotgun, by center¬ 
ing the target in the appropriate notch. 

If your target is a fast-mover coming 
at you, use the center notch, but if it’s a 
prop- or rotary-wing aircraft hovering or 
moving toward or away from you, 
center it in the right semicircular notch 
(i.e., lead it to the left). This is neces¬ 
sary so the missile will turn into the 
target, generating enough centrifugal 
force to arm the warhead. 

Now you’re ready to fire. Pull the 
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trigger and hold It in for at least three 
seconds. Ignition of the booster charge 
isn’t always instantaneous, and a quick 
pull-release as you would use with a 
rifle may cause a misfire on the 
Stinger. As the missile leaves the tube, 
you will feel its weight going off your 
shoulder, but little else. The main 
solid-fuel rocket motor kicks in once 
the round is sufficiently clear of the 
tube to not endanger the gunner. 

If you decide not to fire after act!vat- 


To interrogate, keep 
the aircraft centered 
in the range ring and 
press the interroga¬ 
tion button at the rear 
of the gripstock. A 
series of strong, slow 
beeps indicates the 
aircraft is friendly... 


ing the tracker, you will need to replace 
the BCU before another fire attempt. 
To do this, unscrew the old BCU 
( carefully — it may be hot) and replace 
it with a fresh unit, making certain your 
new unit is screwed completely in. 

After firing, remove the gripstock 
assembly from the now-empty tube, 
replacing it on a new missile round. 
Destroy the expended launch tube by 
crushing. If you scored a hit — and 
chances are you did — your buddies 
now owe you many beers. 

Firing the Redeye 

There are still some Redeyes out 
there. Should you encounter one, a 
Redeye works much the same way as 
a Stinger, except it has no IFF capabil¬ 
ity and it can’t engage targets coming 
head-on. You have to wait until the 
target passes over you or is moving 
away. Also, the grip stock and launch 
tube/missile round is a single expenda¬ 
ble assembly (like the LAW) and its 
BCUs are smaller than the Stinger’s. 
Just open the Redeye sights, center 
your target in the range ring, activate 
the tracking (which isn’t as sophisti¬ 
cated), wait for the tone, super- 
elevate, then pull-hold its trigger. 

Don’t think you’re as good as a 
trained ADA man by reading this, but if 
your battlefield survival depends on 
firing a Stinger, don’t be afraid to try. 
It’s an amazingly forgiving weapon. 
And it sure worked for the muj. 

Vic Vincent is a Special Forces NCO,^ 





The Original 
and stilithe best 
GUNNY SACK™ 
by DeSantis 

Only the Original DeSantis Gunny 
Sack allows you the freedom to go 
anywhere, anytime and still feel 
protected. Thanks to its patented 
design and contemporary look, you 
can now relax in any environment 
while wearing your favorite 
outfits—from the barest summer 
wear—to fully insulated snow gear 
and everything in-between 

Lightweight and durable, the 
Original Gunny Sack securely 
carries almost any size handgun, 
and its patented design features 
allow you instant access at all 
times. There are also built-in 
compartments to hold your 
personal belongings. 

Finally, the first product ever 
designed for all casual wear that 
allows you the freedom to carry 
your handgun undetected. 
Remember, if it doesn't say 
DeSantis, it's not a Gunny Sack. 

Ask your dealer or send $3.00 
($5.00 outside the U.S.A.) for our 
full-color catalog. 

The only back up you need . 

DeSantis Holster & Leather Goods, 

PO Box 2039 /Dept SF-42 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040-0701 

For Fast Service Call: (516) 354-8000 
Fax:(516)354-7501 
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WORLD SITREP 

O 


ARGENTINA 

Eleven officers convicted for role in 1990 
rebellion; 15 previously convicted, 300 
other military personnel, civilians await trial 
... Argentines, Brits to hold talks on mineral 
rights around Falkland Islands... 


BOLIVIA 


ALGERIA 

Results of first democratic election in decades, which 
swung in favor of Iranian-styie Moslem "fundamental¬ 
ists," voided amid charges of voter fraudylntimidation; 
serving president resigned, replaced by interim 
government headed by exiled Mohamed Boudiaf... 
Moslem leaders call on Moslems, including soldiers, to 
resist military-backed government, claim Moslem 
leaders being arrested... 


ALBANIA 

Dozens killed when fire 
broke out after hungry 
crowds stormed food 
warehouse... 





BURKINA FASO 

One opposition leader killed by bomb 
thrown from passing motorcycle; shortly 
thereafter, leader of another opposition 
group shot and critically wounded ... 


U.S. State Department inspector general 
charges patrol boats supplied to Bolivians 
for drug war lack radios, spares, fuel 
capacity to be effective, and that weapons 
have been diverted; U.5. Ambassador 
Bowers labels inquiry highly inaccurate 


COLOMBIA 

Medellin cocaine cartel threatens violence 
against rival Cali cartel, raising prospect of 
new war between main drug-trafficking 
groups... 


CROATIA 

Granted recognition first by SOF f then 
Germany, then the Vatican, then the EC ... 


EL SALVADOR 

War officially over; rebels to disarm, military 
to be halved, land reform, sweeping 
changes to judicial/electoral process 
planned ... U.N. authorizes 1,000 peace¬ 
keepers to be sent there rr , 


GERMANY 

Two former East German border guards 
convicted by German court of shooting 
man escaping over Berlin Wall ... Violent 
attacks on foreigners increased 1,000% in 
1991; police to crack down on neo- 
nazi gangs... 


CONGO 

Rebel soldiers surround army headquarters 
and seize state radio station; ruling council 
meets to consider demands... 


CHINA 

Seventy percent of Taiwanese companies 
who invested in the PRC report losses ... 
Mayor of Beijing bans flies from ail govern¬ 
ment offices, hotel/hospital dining rooms, 
airports, train stations, tourist spots, army 
barracks and schools; calling on citizens to 
kill flies ... Three Canadian parliament 
members roughed up, deported by po¬ 
lice after meeting with Chinese dissidents... 


CUBA 


Three Cuban expats from Miami captured 
landing in Cuba with weapons; sentenced 
to death by firing squad; one executed, 
two to serve 30 years ... 



GEORGIAN REPUBLIC 


President Gamsakhurdia leaves briefly for 
exile in Armenia after ouster by military 
junta; returns to muster his own forces, 
country on brink of civil war... 


© 


GREECE 

Court convicts Palestinian Mohammed 
Rashid, hands down 18-year sentence in 
connection with bombing of Pan Am jet 
en route to Hawaii, which killed one, 
wounded 15 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


five EC "peace" monitors killed when their 
unarmed chopper shot down by federal 
air force; Yugo defense minister resigns 
over flap ... 




SWEDEN 

After decades of indignant denial, Sovs finally admit they shot down Swedish 
military DC-3 over international waters in 1952 ... 



RUSSIA 

Prosecutors formally charge 12 — 
including former Soviet PM, KGB chief and 
defense minister — for conspiracy in last 
August's coup attempt ... Pro-Communist 
rallies in Moscow, other cities drew thou¬ 
sands of demonstrators unhappy with 
current path from Marx to Mammon, calling 
for return to state control, subsidies ... 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Philadelphia grand jury has indicted seven 
South Africans and 10 Americans, plus 
three South African companies including 
the state-owned Armscor, on charges they 
smuggled weapons and technology to 
South Africa — some of which was sold to 
Iraq and used against U,S. troops in the 
Gulf War; case will be one of largest in U.S. 
history, alleging a $1 billion fraud, money 
laundering and arms smuggling ... South 
African Airways (SAA) has resumed direct 
flights between Johannesburg and JFK 
Airport in New York ... 


SOUTH KOREA 

President Roh announces all U.S. nukes 
have been removed Joint S. Korean/U.S. 
spring military maneuvers called off as 
gesture of reconciliation to North ... U.S. 
U-2 spy plane crashed in sea off DMZ due 
to engine failure; pilot killed, body recov¬ 
ered by S. Korean navy... 


UNITED KINGDOM 

Women will be allowed to serve 
as fighter pilots in RAF ... 


KENYA 

President Moi under pressure; rumors are 
he will turn power over to army, avoiding 
free election; authorities arrest former VP 
and businessman, accuse them of spread¬ 
ing rumors Moi will resign ... 


LIBYA 

Requested a special session of the U.N, 
General Assembly to discuss abolition of 
international terrorism [?*]... 


LITHUANIA 

Republic of Lithuania has legalized pur- 
chase/fcossession of shotguns and ammu¬ 
nition by citizens or permanent residents 
for their self-defense... 


MONGOLIA 

The People s Republic of Mongolia will be 
known as The Republic of Mongofia when 
new constitution is ratified ... 


PHILIPPINES 

imelda Marcos running for president (with¬ 
out shoes); government bans canying of 
guns, sets up mobile checkpoints, bans 
private armies to avert violence on May 1 1 
election ... 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

IRA bomb killed six construction workers; 
British PM John Major flies there, sends in 
600 more troops... 


NICARAGUA 

Thirteen creditor governments agreed on 
package of three alternatives to ease 
Nicaraguan debt by as much as 50%... 


VIETNAM 

Bush administration lifts ban on U.S.- 
organized travel to Vietnam; no U.S. flights, 
including charters, permitted... 
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Machine Gun Magic FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalfs 



MACHINE GUN MAGIC Produced by 
Mike Dillon; Dillon Productions, Dept. 
SOF, 7442 E. Butherus Drive, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260; 800-421-7632. 
1991.68 minutes. VHS format, $19.95; 
European PAL format, $34.95; both 
+ postage. 

Very few of us will ever own or even 
see a 7.62x51 mm General Electric 
Mini-Gun or a McDonnell Douglas 
Chain Gun. But, for less than 20 bucks 
you can have them blazing away in 
your living room for more than an hour. 

And I mean blazing away. My old 
machine-gun cohort,“Mad Dog” Dillon, 
has never been known for his fire 
discipline in the more than 15 years we 
have spent together spewing lead out 
of fast guns. This is the same jasper 
that invented the superb Dillon pro¬ 
gressive reloading equipment, just so 
he could feed his Tommy Guns, Ml 6s 
and Browning belt guns. 

He claims he collected tracer ammo 
for a decade to make this film, but I 
don’t believe it. He never seemed to be 
saving any caps all the beaucoup 
times I’ve watched him send belts of 
green and red downrange. 

Be that as it may, Mike Dillon has put 
together an impressive show filled with 
incredible sounds and packed with 
exciting visual effects that rival a Cecil 
B. De Mille production. 

Starting out with a visit to Stembr- 
idge Gun Rentals (where we sample 
some of Hollywood’s bizarre noise 
makers), Dillon then leads us through a 
brief history of rapid-fire classics such 


General Electric caliber 7.62x51 mm NATO 
Mini-Gun, attached to World War ll-vintage 
quad .50 mount, lights up the sky blazing 
away in Mike Dillon’s dazzling Machine Gun 
Magic video. Photo: courtesy Dillon 
Productions 

as the original Gatling Gun, Vickers 
water-cooled MG, Thompson SMG, 
BAR, Russian RPD, British Bren, 
Stoner 63A, FN Minimi (M249 SAW) 
and the World War ll/Korean War- 
vintage Quad .50. 

During a tour of the McDonnell 
Douglas facility, we’re exposed to the 
Chain Gun in both 7.62x51 mm NATO 
and 25mm versions. This is followed 
by scenes of the caliber 7.62x51 mm 
NATO G.E. Mini-Gun. 

At the Champlin Fighter Aircraft 
Museum, we glimpse a Jap Nambu 
Type 92 machine gun, a German 
FG42, and the world’s first subma¬ 
chine gun, the Italian Villar Perosa. 
More important, Doug Champlin ex¬ 
plains how you go about legally acquir¬ 
ing a machine gun, and both he and 
Mike Dillon stress that they are “the 
most well-behaved class of firearm in 
America.” 

Machine Gun Magic goes a long 
way toward dispelling the media 
stigma about full-auto weapons. Even 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
& Firearms (BATF) is quoted as admit¬ 
ting they are not the criminals’ weap¬ 
ons of choice. 

Don’t expect to see proper burst- 
control techniques or the correct firing 


positions demonstrated in Machine 
Gun Magic. It’s a visual and sound 
effects spectacular. At that, nothing 
surpasses it. The final half of this 
machine gun masterpiece literally ex¬ 
plodes with the sights and sounds of 
radio-controlled drone aircraft weaving 
and dodging at night through unbeliev¬ 
able torrents of tracer bullets fired from 
the G.E. Mini-Gun, Chain Gun, M249 
SAW and every other gun on the firing 
line with a rock ’n’ roil switch. 

An incredible rush and absolute 
must for full-auto buffs. The only thing 
missing is the smell of cordite. Guaran¬ 
teed to infect every gun enthusiast with 
incurable machine-gun fever. 

MACHINE GUN DEALERS BIBLE by 
Dan Shea; Lane Publishing, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 761, Hot Springs, AR 
71902; 501-623-4951. 1991. 

281 pages including ATF forms, illus¬ 
trated. $49.95 + $3 p&h. 

Here is everything you ever wanted 
to know about wheeling and dealing 
machine guns, but were afraid to ask 
your local BATF agent. With good 
reason, we learn, as Dan Shea (techni¬ 
cal editor of Machine Gun News) leads 
us through the macabre and twisted 
BATF labyrinth that must be mastered 
by those of us who own and sell Title II 
firearms. The BATF’s bureaucratic 
chamber of horrors is frightening 
enough to produce a cold sweat on 
J. Edgar Hoover’s embalmed corpse, 
and Shea’s book may even serve to 
dissuade some from becoming Class 3 
dealers. 

Despite that, this is an exhaustive 
and incredible compilation of informa¬ 
tion on the ins and outs of the civilian 
machine gun business. 

As with the book of Genesis, Shea 
begins at the beginning, i.e,, with 
definitions, such as “firearm” and 
“armor piercing ammunition.” Lest you 
smirk, be advised that BATF terminol¬ 
ogy does not necessarily correspond 
with common usage, common sense 
or Webster’s dictionary. Shea’s defini¬ 
tions are followed by a list of acronyms 
and abbreviations encountered among 
those who speak machine gun. 

Chapters on getting a license and 
federal regulations governing firearms 
in general and Title II weapons in 
particular precede a sobering section 
entitled, “Things That Get You In 
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Trouble.” These include such horren¬ 
dous crimes as having both Ml6 parts 
and a semiauto AR-15 in your posses¬ 
sion. Laugh not, the BATF has prose¬ 
cuted (or is it persecuted?) people for 
this type of violation and shunted them 
to the palace of justice for a decade. 

Some of the situations covered are 
just plain old common sense. Like, you 
don’t touch, buy or acquire an unregis¬ 
tered machine gun (i.e., the receiver) 
from anyone, ever. However, few 
would be expected to know 
that the gun gestapo has 
ruled that putting a vertical 
H&K MP5K foregrip on an 
H&K SP89 pistol mysteri¬ 
ously turns it into an “any 
other weapon” (a con¬ 
trolled Title II firearm!). 

Shea wisely follows with 
a chapter entitled, "Dealing 
With NFA/BATF” (almost 
never my idea of fun). More 
mundane chapters include 
"Record Keeping and 
Doing Business,” “Security 
& Traveling,” “Law Enforcement Busi¬ 
ness,” “Individual Ownership,” “Li¬ 
censed Collectors and the Curio & 
Relic List,” “Class 3 Dealers,” “Class 2 
Manufacturers” and “Import/Export.” 
The chapter on "Activities” covers gun 
shows, machine-gun shoots, shooting 
ranges and getting together with 
friends. 


In the chapter on "Machine Guns,” 
Shea highlights — without evaluation 
— the MAC, Ml6 series, Thompson 
submachine guns and the M60 GPMG; 
focusing on who made what, when and 
where, and what’s usually available to 
collectors, shooters and dealers. 
Chapters on “Machine Gun Accesso¬ 
ries and Loaders” and also ammuni¬ 
tion are equally light treatments of 
complex topics. 

The sections on sound suppressors, 


short-barreled shotguns and rifles, de¬ 
structive devices (such as the M79 and 
M203 40mm grenade launchers) and 
“any other weapons” (which include 
such esoterica as pen- and cane-guns) 
discuss definitions and the procedural 
aspects of their acquisition and trans¬ 
fer. A resource directory (accessories, 
ammunition, dealers and manufactur¬ 


ers, gunsmiths, parts suppliers, shoot¬ 
ing ranges, museums, etc.) and an 
excellent annotated bibliography of 
periodicals and books provide valuable 
sources for fast-gun enthusiasts at all 
levels. 

A series of charts detailing NFA 
(National Firearms Act of 1934) weap¬ 
ons inventories and registration activity 
by year and state reveal, among other 
interesting bits of information, that 
exclusive of destructive devices (most 
of which represent muni¬ 
tions and most recently, 
law-enforcement stun gre¬ 
nades) there are about 
365,000 registered Title II 
firearms in this country, of 
which almost a quarter- 
million are machine guns. 

Machine Gun Dealers 
Bible ends with precise in¬ 
structions for execution of 
all required BATF forms, 
followed by reproductions 
of all the forms. The book's 
format is that of a large 
3-ring binder, which may be amended 
or enlarged. The front pocket contains 
a dealer’s “Bound Book” for acquisi¬ 
tions and disposition. 

Highly recommended for anyone 
who wants to own a machine gun, 
whether he only covets one for himself 
or contemplates dealing in them.^ 


You don't touch, buy or 
acquire an unregistered 
machine gun 
(i.e., the receiver) 
from anyone, ever. 


k_L 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 
& 5 DOGS RANGE 
WITH THE SOF MATCH STAFF 


\\fes tern presents the 

Regional Championship 


GUN WESTERN BEGIOX 

^"II 1 O TACTICAL SHOOTING MATCH 


MAY 16-17, 1992 

5 DOGS RANGE, BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 


Patterned after military and police concerns and designed to test practical shooting skills with rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each 
shooter is required to engage targets before, during and after negotiation of man-made or natural terrain features. Course 
scenarios are those which could be encountered during a confrontation with armed adversaries. 

SPACE IN MATCH IS LIMITED 

SAME RULES AND GENERAL FORMAT AS SOF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD IN LAS VEGAS, NEVADA SEPT. 16-19, 1992 

For further information send a business size SASE to: 

Michael Home, 408 E. Harding, Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Specify SOF Western Region Championships. Use two (2) stamps and specify if you wish data on both matches. 
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.22 CAL. TEAR GAS PISTOL 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver fires tear 
gas or blanks as fast as you pull the 
trigger. Heavy-duty metal construction. 
Checkered grips. Comes with holster, 
tear gas and blanks. 

$29.95 
$29.95 
$4.00 
$4.00 


^ If m lu .. #260120 Chrome 

Or 10/22 tO the Max... Extra Tear Gas (10) 

m With Muzzelite Bullpup Stocks! Extra-Loud Blanks (50) 

Currently in use by FBI, CIA and other elite law enforcement and military 
units. Featured in the movies "Total Recall" and "Delta Force". Now 
available to you. Ideal for sportsmen, hunters and home security. 

Converts your barrel heavy long rifle to a compact exciting new weapon 
system. 26-1/2" overall. Installs in minutes. No gunsmithing required. 

Made in USA of black space age reinforced polymer. 

10/22 Bullpup Stock $89.95 

Mini-14 Bullpup Stock $89.95 

Rem. 870,12 Ga. Bullpup Stock, 20" barrel or longer $159.95 
Maximum Firepower! New 50 Round Magazine for 10/22. Easy-loading, reliable, 
and durable. Made in U.S.A. Only $34.95 

The Ultimate Firepower! New90-Rd. Drum for Mini-14 and AR15/MI 6. Guaran¬ 
teed to fit and feed. Made in USA. Specify model. Only $69.95 


"Super Phaser" Tear Gas 

The safest defense product available. High 
compression jet spray stops attackers at 
distances up to 20 feet. Makes them 
instantly helpless, causing extreme burn¬ 
ing to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. 
#261201 $14.95 


Tap Detector 

Protection for 
your phone, / 
computer 
modem, 

FAX or S ~ 
telex, Lets you know 

when anyone is 
tapping your home 
or office phone. If the green 
light goes out you know some¬ 
one is listening in! Order now 
and have peace of mind. 

#311400 (Retail $50.) $29.95 Authority! 


ia .o, » 1,1 ITT I c ni n nv « 

Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Howto make LI I l LC dlmuiv dua 

Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and Amazing device automatically starts your 
Rifles from easy to obtain materials and more! recorder whenever telephone is picked up 

#BB _ $ 10,00 and stops recorder when phone is hung 

up! Attaches anywhere along the line. 
irfpaQP Plugs into any recorder. Creates no inter- 

cfa,m# | ference or noise on the line. 1 l, x2 ,, x2". 

Warning: Not to be used for surveillance 
#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 

#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 

New 10-Hour Recorder $159.95 


•THE BIG ONE“ 
World's Largest 
Survival Knife 

Big 10" 420 stainless, 
steel blade can takej 
it no matter how Jfl 
tough the task, jfl 

• 5" watertight "9 
black aluminum 
hollow handle. 

• Liquid filled 
compass. 


Nickel plated Professional badges - Special 
Investigator, Security Guard, Special Officer, 
Deputy Sheriff, Special Police, Private De¬ 
tective, Specify model when ordering. 

#B5 $9.95 


"Ninja" Pistol Crossbow k 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful jl 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adjusable sights. ^ 
Aluminum body, contoured pistol grips. 
11-1/4" overall. Comes with 3 arrows. 
#214005 (Retail $69^5) 


Ranger Vest 

Eight pockets to 
keep everything ; 
you need handy I 
and at your side. 

Hide away hood ' :fl£ 

in collar. Wood- Jkj 

land camo. Im- 

Leather S, M q L, XL. 

sheath. Only $39.95 IESmSKbI 

Survival - 

Kit in 
handle. 

—-- .357 Magnum 

f jBfcL Pellet Revolvery^|Lj| 

Fires - 177 cal. pellets ^^ j| 
1 I to 390 fps.6" rifled steel barrel, m 
Incredible accuracy! Comes m 
fck Handcuffs with 6 and 10-shot cylinders. 

$15.95 #464403 (Retail $85) $69.95 


ORDERING INFORMATION 

By Mail: Mail coupon or separate sheet with payment or credit card info 
to Supply Depot, 632 W. Algonquin Rd., Des Plaines, IL 60016 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all information ready. 

Hours 9 AM to 5 PM CST Monday - Friday. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 


1 Your Supply Depot, Ltd. 
| Phone: (708)640-7774 

| Qty | Number |_ 


632 W. Algonquin Rd., #100 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 sf 492 

Description_IPi 


! Charge My: Visa □ MC □ Amex □ Disc □ Shjpp 

I Expiration Date_ 7 o /o xax-IL R 

| Card #__ T( 

| Name:_ 

| Address:_ 

| City/State/Zip:_ 

Please Send New 1992 Catalog. $1.00 Enclosed 


$5.50 


Powerful 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Packs a 
70,000 volt bite that will stop any attacker. Five 
second jolt causes muscle spasms, dazed con¬ 
dition, loss of balance, falling to the ground, but 
no permanent damage. Under no corjdition can 
you suffer a charge-back to yoyrtfody. 1 year 
warranty. Uses 9 volt batter^ 

#310802 (Retail $ 6 9. - 95 ) $49.95 


Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally possess or carry air guns, stun guns, 
etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are an adult and there are no legal restrictions. 
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Pointed Questions 


BATTLE BLADES 

Text & Photo by Greg Walker 



Questions about combat cut¬ 
lery come in all forms. Some folks 
want to know what the best knife 
may be, others are concerned 
about carrying the knife they 
own. In this month's column, I'll 
provide some commonsense an¬ 
swers to a variety of the most 
asked questions regarding battle 
blades: 

Q: What is the oldest pattern of 
fighting knife? 

BB: Perhaps the oldest and 
most effective fighting knife is the 
double-edged dagger. This pat¬ 
tern offers two cutting edges, 
which work inside the wound to 
effect greater tissue and organ 
damage. Although the most rec¬ 
ognized blade from this category 
is the Fairbairn-Sykes fighting 
knife, the Randal! No. 2 and also 
the Ek “M” and “P”-series blades 
are premier examples of modern dou¬ 
ble-edged fighters. 

Q: Is there any method to prevent 
carbon steel blades from rusting/ 
discoloring? 

BB: Yes — custom makers have 
long applied clear wax to their blades 
prior to shipping them off to eager 
customers. Turtle Wax works excep¬ 
tionally well; simply apply a coating as 
you would to your car. The wax sets up 
a protective barrier between gunk and 
the blade’s surface. Be sure to clean 
your blade in warm, soapy water prior 
to waxing. 

Q: How restricted were knives 
during the Gulf War? 

BB: Hundreds, if not thousands, of 
battle blades were successfully sent to 
the Gulf during Desert Shield/Storm. 
Through Fighting Knives magazine, an 
entire Special Forces company from 
the 5th Group was outfitted with nearly 
$10,000 worth of donated specialty 
cutlery prior to their deployment. 

The U.S. Army’s SFOD-DELTA like¬ 
wise received a package of knives 
from one specialty company for evalu¬ 
ation. Contrary to popular belief, blade 
restrictions in-theater were mandated 
by local unit commanders, not all 
service branches. It all depended on 
how uptight your OIC was regarding 
anything other than an M7 or M9 
bayonet hanging from your combat 
harness. 


“Too much glamour and fantasy 
have been associated with the 
use of the ‘fighting knife’ ... a 
sharp blade has always been 
able to slash deeply , when 
backed by a person who knew 
its possibilities 

— Captain George Bird Metcalf, 
commanding officer, 
U.S.M.C. Raider 
Replacement School 

Q: Where is the best place to wear 
a combat knife? 

BB: There are actually two locations 
for a combat knife. If worn on the 
harness, the knife should be situated 
where you can unsnap and draw it 
without restriction. Normally, this 
means left-hand, right-hand; or cross¬ 
draw carry systems are employed, 
using sturdy, well-designed sheathes. 
A second combat blade may be worn 
on the fatigue pants belt, should your 
harness become separated from your 
body. Most often this is a smaller knife, 
which may be either a fixed blade or 
folder, depending upon your taste. 

Q: When is a combat knife most 
needed? 

BB: As Bo Randall said, “During 
missions where secrecy and silence 
are necessary. In close combat and in 
dense cover; where friend and foe are 


too closely intermingled to permit 
the use of bullets or grenades.” 

Q: What should I look for 
when selecting a combat 
knife? 

BB: Sharp and sturdy edge(s); 
a balance point that feels good in 
your hand; a knife that is easy to 
manipulate and maneuver in 
close quarters. There are no 
magic steels, secret heat treat¬ 
ments, preferred handle materials 
or “best” blade patterns out there. 
Look for precision construction: A 
clean finish with properly aligned 
grind lines, a guard of some sort 
and a decent price. 

Q: How long should my com¬ 
bat knife’s blade be? 

BB: A minimum of 5 inches; a 
maximum of 9.5 inches. 

Q: What kind of handle do 
I want? 

A: The handle should allow you 
to grip the knife effectively, period. A 
guard should be present to prevent 
your hand from sliding up onto the 
blade’s cutting edges. Butt caps and 
skullcrushers are optional, according 
to taste and one’s fighting style. Many 
of today’s combat knives use synthetic 
rubbers or plastics for their handles 
— Kraton and Micarta, to name two 
of the most popular. 

Q: Is there a “best” blade and 
tip/point pattern for a combat knife? 

BB: Better put, is there a “most 
practical” blade format for the combat 
knife? If restricted to carrying just one 
blade, select either a clip or spearpoint 
blade pattern. Either flat or hollow 
grinds are perfectly acceptable; look 
for a fair amount of steel up front, 
leading to the point. 

Q: Does a Rockwell rating have 
anything to do with a knife’s 
strength, edge-holding ability, or 
use as a tool/weapon? 

BB: No. Presented by itself, a 
knife’s Rockwell rating means nothing 
in any of these areas. Recently, Fight¬ 
ing Knives magazine conducted exten¬ 
sive professional testing on 10 popular 
production knives. We found all but 
one blade to possess no less than 
three individual Rockwell ratings. 
These were taken at the blade’s for¬ 
ward edge, at its shoulder, and from 

Continued on page 70 
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Hear through walls with the amazing Stealth Ear. Has specialized micro¬ 
phone and high gain electronic amplifier that actually amplifies sound 
25,000 timesl You can hear through solid objects such as glass, wood, 
plaster, brick or even 12” thick concrete! Comes with headphones and 
sound transducer “stethoscope”; everything you need to detect those 
pesky rodents in the other room. You can even use Stealth Ear to diagnose 
problems in appliances and cars. An audio limiter prevents loud sounds 
from reaching your ears. Order stealth ear, $129.00 + $4.00 shipping 


NO MORE DEAD BATTERIES! 

• jAb 1 Battery 


Solar Charger Keeps Your 12-Volt Batteries Charged And Ready To Go 
PLUS Utilizes A Patented Process To REGENERATE AND CLEAN OLD 
BATTERIES. Introducing the Solargizer, a solar powered battery charger 
that draws FREE energy from the sun to continuously (or temporarily) 
charge 12-volt batteries. Just clip on battery terminals and let Solargizer’s 
Lexan covered solar collector soak up sunlight & convert it to FREE 
electricity. It’s easy to use, is waterproof & unaffected by hot/cold extremes, 
and cannot overcharge a battery. NOW READ WHAT MAKES SOLARGIZER 
R EALLY DIFFERENT FROM OTHER SOLAR BATTERY CHARGERS: A 
patented process actually regenerates and cleans old batteries as they 
charge! This is accomplished with a unique “pulsating” current... a high 
frequency “ENERGY BURST’ that clears deposits from battery plates, 
allowing the electricity making process to continue. Solargizer can extend 
the life of your 12-volt battery! Solargizer is ideal for cars, boats, RV’s, 
tractors, airplanes, lawn & garden equipment, snowmobiles, golf carts, 
construction equipment, electric fence, remote feeders & more (with adap¬ 
tors, you can run small appliances). One year warranty, made in the USA. 
Order Solargizer and enjoy longer battery life plus no more dead 
batteries! $49.00 (save: each add’!just$46.00), order #GIZE 


For Protection & Surveillance Via Your Telephone Tele-Monitor 2000 lets you discreetly listen in on 
unusual activities on any premises via the telephone. Small device (5-1/2” X 3-1/2" x 1”) plugs into any 
modular jack. Does not require beeper/pager. Takes just a touch tone phone. Simply call number Tele- 
Monitor is attached to, access by pushing the correct touch-tone buttons. Once activated, super sensitive 
mike picks up the most minute of sounds. Monitor computer & printer operations while you’re away; use 
for security to hear any unusual sounds - smoke alarm, surge alarm, cries for help, muffled sounds of burglars 
at work. Compatible with any American phone exchange. Up to four units can be attached to one phone 
line, so you can monitor from room to room. Normal phone operations are not affected. American-made, 
„r ,u r— tiAO m .mil. tunnn s 


MC/Visa & COD orders call toll free 1-800-821-5157 

I Mail in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

I DutchGuard >--ES2- 

I Dept. 492 - 

- P.O. Box 411687 __ 

I Kansas City, MO 64141 $4.00 shipping charge I $4.00 


$4.00 shipping charge 
Total enclosed 


I Name 


Address 


State 


©1991 


” 3F" The VanSleek Farfoon generation of Distant Sound Detectors 

i MEL combines the best features of older models to bring you the 

most versatile unit yet developed. Utilizes a 3-1/2" built- 
* Jr \v in parabolic dish with “spider-mount" su- 

I per-sensitive microphone for Sound 

% I A Mirror effect, previously found only on 

larger, more cumbersome sound de¬ 
tectors. VanSleek features handy size 
(weighs about 2-lbs.), is easy to use in 
tight places. Made for professional 
hunters to hear approaching animals at 
great distance, the VanSleek has been 
discovered by the security industry. On city 
-™” terrain, sounds leap across blocks and streets. 

Solid state-of-the-art circuitry. Sound cut-off. Pow¬ 
ered by 6 penlight batteries for increased amplitude. Use VanSleek and enjoy mirrored sound 
gathering not possible with direct receiver products. Sold world-wide to government, military, 
police, hunters & fishermen. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back guarantee. 
$148.00 + $4.00 shipping. 


TCUttiwc wtOTjjoti oww*. 

_Bl. 

Electronic marvel tapes phone calls automatically. 
A “no hands” control for connecting cassette re¬ 
corder to a telephone line, simply connect one cord 
to cassette recorder & the other cord into ANY 
modular jack in the house. Set recorder for “record” 
& whenever a receiver is lifted on any phone on the 
premises, the recorder will automatically record. 
When the receiver is hung-up, the recorder auto¬ 
matically stops. Just $22.50 


Telephone tap detector notifies you of unauthorized 
intrusion onto your line. Just plug modular phone 
into tiny BUG BOX, then plug BUG BOX into wall 
jack. An indicator light tells you when someone is 
“listening in” BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every 
phone in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only tells you 
i f someone else is on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF 
with its privacy shut-out circuit. Buy one BUG BOX 
and use its indicator light to monitor line intrusion; 
buy as many BUG BOX’S as you have phones and 
enjoy total privacy shut-out plus vikible light indica¬ 
tors. Sale price $30.00 


VOICE CHANGER TELEPHONE 


J h ^SBSS&r^ A DIGITAL V0,CE CHANGER IS BUILT INTO THIS 

STANDARD DESKTOP TELEPHONE. Use it to alter 
JjgV ' your voice when placing or receiving phone calls. The 

A precise and realistic sounding digital voice modiftca- 

-' '-Wjm ||P ’ tion mode lets you change your voice from male to 

y I f 0male > f emale to male, adult to child, child to adult. 

IlllllS' sixteen different programmable voice 

MASKING LEVELS! Full feature phone is tone/pulse 
switchable, has last number redial, is FCC registered 
and hearing aid compatible. UL & CSA listed. Use as 
' / -'I a regular voice phone, or switch to Voice Change Mode 

Ilk (has mode * nc *icator); a unique feature lets you 

||f hear your altered voice in the earphone so you can 

l|& check for desired sound. The Voice Changing Telephone is an ideal security 

device for women and children home alone; discourages annoying callers; can 
^S|g|jpir be used as a pre-screening tool; or use the extreme ranges of the digital processor 
to create funny cartoon voices. Lesser quality hand-held voice changers run over $300.00. Our price 
on this quality Telephone Voice Changer $89.00 (each add’l $80.00) each. 


PHONE RECORDER . Bug Box 


SECRET 


EAR 


MC/Visa & COD 
Order toll free 
1 - 800 - 821-5157 


distant SOUND 


DETECTOR 


MC/Visa & COD 
Order toll free 
1 - 800 - 8211-5157 


DutchGuard Bv Mail 


MULTIPLIES SOUND 
5000 TIMES 











yawns when it introduced the P9S pistol stigma apparently attached to words like 

(See “H&K’s P9S,” May ’86). Its frame “plastic” and “synthetic,” the term “pol- 

was composed of two components: a ymer” had come into vogue, 

plastic trigger guard/front strap and a sheet Two years ago, Ram-Line Inc. (Dept, 

metal receiver featuring a one-piece SOF, 10601 West 48th Ave., Wheat 

plastic grip. Ridge, CO 80033; 303-467-0300), a com- 

About a dozen years later, dock’s pany previously well-known only for its 

pistol (See “Plastic Perfection,” Oct. ’84) aftermarket large capacity rifle or pistol 

— although by weight 83% steel — stirred magazines and rifle stocks — largely 

up a feeding frenzy by anti-gun cranks manufactured from polymers — an- 

who contended, incorrectly as usual, that it nounced a new .22 LR semiautomatic 

was invisible when passed through airport pistol called the Syn-Tech Exactor. Com- 

X-ray screens. By this time, to avoid a puter designed and making extensive use 


T here’s really nothing new 
about attaching “plastic” 
parts to firearms. During 
the late 1950s, so-called 
“high-impact” plastic 
furniture, such as 
buttstocks, pistol grips and handguards 
began to appear on military small arms 
like the FN FAL and Eugene Stoner’s 
AR-10 rifles. Also, few Vietnam veterans 
will ever forget the original “Black Rifle” 
- the M16. 

In 1970, Heckler & Koch created only 
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When mated with lightweight Ram-Line 
Exactor pistol, which features a polymer 
frame and tubular aluminum receiver, the 
Stealth sound suppressor provides 
amazing sound-pressure level reduction 
with no compromise in the system’s 
accuracy potential. 


of polymer components, the Exactor pis¬ 
tol, with its space age appearance and 
unique qualities (such as the use of 
so-called Vulcan “Conforce” springs) 
was quickly labeled as an upscale, target- 


SILENCE 

POLYMER 

Ram-Line 
Exactor A Stealthy 
Side Arm 

Tbxt & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


grade plinker by the popular gun press. 

SOF rarely reviews sporting firearms. 
They’re usually not our cup of tea. How¬ 
ever, we recently learned that sound 
suppressor designer John D. Leasure of 
Precision Arms International — also 
known as Silent Options Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
Route 17, P.O. Box 456, Saluda, VA 
23149; 804-758-2690) — was offering a 
sound suppressed version of the Ram-Line 
Exactor called the Stealth. Now that is our 
bucket of blood. 

We obtained one for test and evaluation, 
along with standard and target versions of 
the Ram-Line Exactor. Before we wax 
sinister about the Stealth, we need to take 
a close look at the Ram-Line Exactor 
series of pistols, which are loaded with 
interesting innovations. 

Excluding options and interchange- 
ability, there are two basic models in the 
Exactor line: the standard model with a 
5.5-inch barrel, and a target model (RPT 
2238) with an 8-inch barrel. The weight, 
empty, of the standard model is only 
21 ounces. Add two more ounces for the 
target model. Overall lengths of these 
pistols are 9.75 inches and 12.3 inches, 
respectively. At its widest point, the grip 
area, the standard model measures about 
1.3 inches in thickness. The target model is 
just slightly thicker. Heights vary from 
5.9 inches to about 6.5 inches, depending 
upon which magazines and rear sights are 
employed. 

Both models operate by means of 
unlocked, pure blowback. That’s quite 
conventional, but the pistols themselves 
are anything but. Their two main as¬ 
semblies each consist of (1) a two-piece, 
injection-molded polycarbonate frame, 
which contains the trigger mechanism and 


magazine-well within the grip, and (2) the 
barreled receiver, which holds the recipro¬ 
cating bolt group. 

The barrels are pinned to receivers 
fabricated from aircraft-grade aluminum 
alloy tubing, which has been hard-coat 
anodized matte black. Exactor barrels 
consist of chambered-and-crowned steel 
liners embedded in injection-molded poly¬ 
mer bodies. The Ram-Line and Exactor 
logos are molded into the left side of both 
barrel liner housings, and “Wheat Ridge, 
Co. U.S.A.” is found on their right sides. 
Their six-groove riflings have a right-hand 
twist of one turn in 16 inches. 

Both polymer barrel bodies have inte¬ 
gral-ventilated raised ribs, which have no 
effect on performance and are, in my 
opinion, extremely ugly. The target model 
also has an integral accessory rail located 
under the barrel’s front half, to accept 
counterweights (from 3 to 10 ounces) or 
mounts for attaching lasers (a gimmick), 
or small flashlights (occasionally useful). 

The front sight blade (approximately 
0.120 of an inch wide) on the standard 
model is integral and has a sharply serrated 
rear edge. Front sight blades (about 0.125 
of an inch wide) on the target model are 
retained by two pins and can be removed. 
An optional set of black, white and orange 
target-model blades is available as an 
accessory for the wizards who find magic 
in such nonsense. 

Two rear sights will be encountered on 
Exactor pistols. The standard rear sight is 
an unprotected open square notch, which 
may be drifted in its dovetail for adjust¬ 
ment of windage zero only. The target 
model’s rear sight, an open square notch 
with protective ears, can be adjusted for 
both windage and elevation, and except for 
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RAM-LINE EXACTOR SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: -*..*...22' LR. 

Operation: .Unlocked, pure blowback — bolt group reciprocates 

in tubular receiver. Unique constant-force sear 
spring. Manual safety blocks sear spring and 
hammer, and moves trigger’s transfer bar out of 
engagement with the sear. 

Weight, empty: -....- Standard: 21 ounces; Target: 23 ounces. 

Length, overall: ...... Standard: 9.75 inches; Target: 12.3 inches. 

Width:. .1.3 inches for dynamic contour frame, standard 

contour frame slightly more. 

Barrel; ............. .Chambered-and-crowned steel liner, embedded in 

an injection-molded polymer body with an integral, 
ventilated raised rib. Six-groove rifling with a right- 
hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 

Barrel length: ........ . Standard: 5.5 inches; Target: 8 inches. 

Feed Mechanism: ,...15- and 20-round, single-column, detachable box- 
type magazines with polycarbonate body, follower 
and floor plate, and innovative constant-force fol¬ 
lower spring. 

Sights: .... -......Standard: Integral blade-type front (0.120 of an 

inch wide) with sharply serrated rear edge, square- 
notch rear sight, adjustable for windage zero; 
Target: black, white or orange removable front sight 
blades; fully adjustable target-type rear sight. 

Finish: - ....... -Black polymers and matte black, hard-coat ano¬ 

dized aluminum-alloy receiver tube. 

Price: .....Standard: $199.97; Target: $279.97; with Stealth 

sound suppressor: $595. 

Manufacturer: .......Ram-Line Inc., Dept. SOF, 10601 West 48th Ave., 

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033; 303-467-0300. 

Stealth sound suppressor: Precision Arms Interna¬ 
tional, Dept. SOF, Route 17, P.O. Box 456, Saluda, 
VA 23149; 804-758-2690. 

T&E Summary: ---Space age plinker with only two major subassem¬ 

blies; injection-molded, polycarbonate frame and 
barreled receiver. Reliable. Accurate. Reasonably 
priced. Lightweight with minimum muzzle whip. 
Stealth suppressor provides exceptional sound- 
pressure level reduction. 



its springs and attaching screw is con¬ 
structed of injection-molded polymer. All 
Exactor receiver tubes are drilled and 
tapped for Ram-Line’s tip-off or Weaver- 
type scope bases. 

The surface of the steel bolt body has 
been “jeweled” on the target model, and 
surface-polished only on the standard 


model. Attached to the rear end of the bolt 
body by a roll pin is an oval-shaped, 
polymer cocking knob with flared gripping 
serrations. All of the other bolt group 
components are made of steel. 

The spring-loaded firing pin has a 
typical chisel-shaped tip associated with 
firearms chambered for rimfire cartridges. 


It’s held in the bolt body by a pin that 
passes through an oval cutout in the firing 
pin shaft, which permits only the required 
protrusion. The extractor, held in place by 
a roll pin, is made of bent spring steel. 
Both the recoil spring and its guide rod 
ride in cutouts in the bolt body, above and 
to the rear of the firing pin. A fixed ejector 
is retained in the bottom of the receiver 
tube by an alien-head screw. A bolt stop 
pin at the rear of the receiver tube has a 
threaded, sloped hole 90 degrees to its 
axis, to accept the alien-head takedown 
screw that (along with a hooked protrusion 
on the under side of the recoil lug) holds 
the barreled receiver to the grip/trigger 
housing group. 

The injection-molded polycarbonate 
frame was available in two distinct config¬ 
urations. The first shape marketed was the 
so-called “dynamic contour” grip, origi¬ 
nally encountered on the standard model 
Exactor pistol. Incipient horizontal lines 
surround this frame (a two-piece molding) 
in the areas of the trigger mechanism and 
grip. The grip portion of the frame tapers 
downward, but is swollen in the area of the 
palm. As a computer-generated design, 
whatever it gained in human engineering 
was picked up at the expense of aesthetics 
as it was, in my opinion, incredibly 
homely. 

The dynamic-contour frame has been 
dropped from Ram-Line’s 1992 product 
line as a consequence of overwhelming 
consumer preference for the conventional 
contour frame. 

Introduced with the target model, but 
now issued with the standard Exactor as 
well (Model RC 2225), Ram-Line’s “con¬ 
ventional contour” frame is intended to 
approximate the feel and grip-to-frame 
angle of the Colt M1911A1, at which it 
succeeds admirably. Once again a two- 
piece molding, it features molded check¬ 
ered side panels and horizontal serrations 
on the front and back straps. The front of 
the trigger guard is curved and serrated. 

When will designers learn that those 
properly trained to fire from the Weaver 
position do not place the index finger of 
their support hand on the front of the 
trigger guard? It prevents wrapping this 
hand completely around the firing hand 
and, in any event, does nothing to steady 
the grip. This small and easily ignored 
criticism aside, Ram-Line’s newer frame 
configuration is certainly more appealing 
than that of the original dynamic- 
contour grip. 

All three operator controls are located 
on the left side of the frame, and can easily 
be manipulated by the thumb of the 
shooting hand without shifting the firing 
grip. The magazine catch/release button is 
located directly in back of the trigger 
guard’s bottom. When depressed, the mag¬ 
azine will drop freely away from 
the frame. 

There were problems with early mag¬ 
azines. Although Ram-Line advises 
against the use of ammunition with trun- 
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cated-cone-shaped bullets, even standard 
round-nose bullets often failed to feed 
reliably. This has been corrected, and we 
experienced only two failures to feed 
during our 1,000-round test and evaluation 
of these pistols. 

There are four different magazines 
available for Ram-Line Exactor pistols 
— all single-column, detachable box-type. 
First, there are 15- and 20-round capacities 
for either type of frame. Then, the floor 
plates differ on dynamic and conventional 
contour magazines; according to Ram- 
Line, they are not interchangeable. 

Exactor magazine bodies are molded 
from a translucent polycarbonate. Two 
vertical rails on the front of the magazine- 
well, together with protrusions on the 
magazine body, keep the magazine in 
correct alignment as it is inserted. The 
followers are made of red plastic. A red 
plastic pin on the left side of the follower 
protrudes through a slot in the magazine 
body and permits the follower to be drawn 
downward by hand. Totally unique, Ram- 
Line follower springs are of the Vulcan 
constant-force (Conforce) type and look 
like a rolled steel tape. Unlike a con¬ 
ventional coil spring, conforce flat-coiled 
springs are designed to provide a uniform 
force of restitution throughout their exten¬ 
sion or contraction. The floor plates can be 
easily removed for cleaning and mainte¬ 
nance, but the follower and Conforce 
spring should never be removed from the 
magazine body. 

The red plastic pin protruding from the 
left side of the magazine follower also 
operates the bolt’s hold-open mechanism 
after the last shot has been fired, by lifting 
up a spring-loaded sheet-metal bar inside 
the frame to block the bolt’s forward 
movement. A button, approximately an 
inch above the magazine catch/release 
button, can be moved downward to permit 
the bolt group to move forward after the 
empty magazine has been removed and a 


From top to bottom: Ram-Line Exactor with 
Stealth sound suppressor, target model 
Exactor, and standard Exactor with 
obsolete dynamic-contour frame. Cost- 
effective polymers and lightweight 
aluminum alloys will be encountered with 
increasing frequency on state-of-the-art 
firearms. 

loaded one inserted. As an alternative, the 
cocking knob on the end of the bolt body 
can be pulled back slightly (permitting the 
spring-loaded hold-open bar to drop down¬ 
ward) and then released. 

To the rear of the hold-open release 
button is the manual safety lever. This 
lever must be first pushed down and then 
forward, which will expose a red dot and 
place the system in the “fire” mode. 
When pushed to rear and up, the following 
occurs: (1) The trigger’s spring-loaded 
sheet-metal transfer bar drops down to 
block the Conforce-type sear spring. (2) 
This in turn prevents rearward rotation of 
the sear, and release of the hammer. (3) 
The trigger’s transfer bar is moved out of 

All three of the Ram-Line Exactor’s operator 
controls are located on the left side of its 
frame and can be easily manipulated by the 
thumb of the firing hand, without shifting 
firing grip. Magazine catch/release is 
directly in back of the trigger guard’s 
bottom, with bolt hold-open release directly 
above it, while safety lever is to the right of 
the hold-open release button. 



engagement with the sear (this also occurs 
whenever the bolt group moves more than 
1/8-inch out of battery to the rear). Finally, 
(4) the hammer’s forward rotation is 
completely blocked. Once the safety 
mechanism is engaged, the Exactor pistol 
will not fire — presumably even if thrown 
from the Eiffel Tower. 

Because of the Conforce-type sear 
spring, the trigger’s pull feels constant 
until it breaks. The polymer trigger, which 
rotates on a steel axis pin, has a smooth 
and rounded surface on standard model 
Exactors and a wide, flat surface on the 
target model. Trigger pull weights were 
extremely light, with crisp breaks, on all 
three of our test specimens. They were 
2.75 pounds on the target model, 3.25 
pounds on the standard version and only 
2.25 pounds on the Exactor equipped with 
the Stealth sound suppressor. 

The sound-suppressed version of the 
Exactor, or Stealth as manufactured by 
Precision Arms International, features an 
8-inch aluminum tubular housing of the 
same diameter as the Exactor’s receiver 
tube, and hard-coat anodized matte black 
to match the finish on the Exactor’s 
receiver. A non-adjustable, target-grade 
front sight blade has been attached to the 
suppressor housing by a single screw. This 
unit’s weight, empty, is exactly that of the 
target model Exactor, a remarkable 
23 ounces. 

The suppressor housing surrounds a 
5.5-inch Exactor barrel liner, which has 
been ported approximately 2 inches from 
the chamber. Nineteen 1/16-inch-diameter 
holes were drilled around the barrel at this 
point by Electro Discharge Machining 
(EDM), which was pioneered in the fire¬ 
arms industry by the Mag-na-port process 
and leaves a sharp, clean hole without 
burrs. In front of the barrel are four baffles, 
fabricated from 7075 T6 aircraft aluminum 
alloy, with diversion passages set at differ¬ 
ent angles on each side of the hole though 
the center of the baffle. 

The 19 ports in front of the chamber 
reduced the muzzle velocity of the five 
types of ammunition used in our test and 
evaluation by 13-15% from that generated 
by the standard model Exactor. All of the 
ammunition was reduced to subsonic ve¬ 
locities. These ports also divert the major¬ 
ity of the gas produced into the chamber 
between the barrel and suppressor housing, 
where its expands and cools. The so-called 
“slant”-type baffles both delay the gases’ 
forward travel and initiate turbulence. 

Caliber .22 LR ammunition used in 
SOFs test and evaluation of the Stealth 
sound suppressor and Ram-Line Exactor 
pistols included the following: Federal 
Hi-Power 22s, Remington Pistol Match, 
Remington 22 High Velocity, Winchester 
Super-X High Velocity and Winchester 
T22 Standard Velocity. All of these have 
40-grain, round-nose lead-alloy bullets. 

When fired from an unsuppressed Exac¬ 
tor, Federal Hi-Power 22s were close to 
the speed of sound at the time of our test 
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A so-called “conventional” contour grip (on 
the left), which approximates the feel and 
grip-to-frame angle of the M1911A1, has 
replaced the Exactor’s original but now 
obsolete “dynamic" contour grip (on the 
right), which apparently proved to be too 
avant-garde for the public. 


(ambient temperature was 77 degrees 
Fahrenheit — speed of sound was approxi¬ 
mately 1,135 fps) at an average 1,128 fps 
measured 10 feet from the muzzle. At 
1,167 fps. Remington’s High Velocity 
round was clearly traveling above the 
speed of sound. The other three loads were 
subsonic prior to sound suppression. All 
velocity measurements were made with a 
PACT MKIII Championship Timer/ 
Chronograph. 


DISASSEMBLY AND 
MAINTENANCE 
PROCEDURES 


While simple enough, Exactor 
disassembly procedures are uncon¬ 
ventional. Remove the magazine and 
clear the chamber. Place the bolt in the 
battery position (forward). With the 
1/8-inch hex wrench provided, remove 
the alien-head takedown screw at the 
rear of the frame. Separate the bar¬ 
reled receiver from the frame. Remove 
the bolt stop pin and then the bolt 
group from the receiver tube. Lift up 
the rear end of the recoil-spring guide 
rod, then withdraw it and the recoil 
spring from the bolt body. No further 
disassembly is usually required. Reas¬ 
semble in the reverse order, making 
sure the bolt stop pin is aligned to 
accept the takedown screw (i.e., the 
threaded hole must slope upward to¬ 
ward the muzzle). 

Because there are so many polymer 
parts in the Exactor, you are well 
advised to avoid cleaning solvents 
such as “Perc” or trichloroethylene, 
which will often crystallize synthetic 
materials and result in their complete 
disintegration. Ram-Line suggests use 
of isopropyl (rubbing alcohol), gun 
solvents like Hoppes No. 9, or mild 
lubricants (WD-40, for example) to 
clean the Exactor and its magazine, 
followed by blowing out with an air 
hose. Teflon-based lubricants such as 
Break-Free CLP should be avoided, 
as they will eventually gum up 
ithe works. 

— P.K. 


When fired through a standard model 
Exactor with 5.5-inch barrel, the sound 
signature of the ammunition used in our 
tests varied from 150 to 151 decibels (dB). 
This is about 4 dB lower than the sound- 
pressure level generated when ammunition 
of this type is fired through a Ruger pistol. 

When fired through the Stealth, 
Remington Pistol Match and Winchester 
T22 Standard Velocity ammunition pro¬ 
duced the lowest sound signature at about 
112 dB each. The sound signature pro¬ 
duced by the Federal Hi-Power 22s was 
slightly higher at about 113 dB. Winches¬ 
ter and Remington High Velocity ammu¬ 
nition produced 114 and 116 dB, respec¬ 
tively. This is outstanding performance, 
with a net sound reduction of between 34 
to 39 dB. The sound of the Exactor’s 
reciprocating bolt group traveling forward 
into battery and chambering a live round 
was 110 dB. Which means the Stealth 
reduced the muzzle blast of the firearm to 
no more than 2-4 dB. The Stealth sound 
suppressor also totally eliminates the fire¬ 
arm’s flash signature. 

The cocking knob on a Ruger .22 LR 
pistol is steel, so when it impacts against 
the steel receiver tube at the end of the 
counter-recoil stroke it surely produces a 
higher sound-pressure level than when the 
Ram-Line Exactor’s polymer cocking 
knob bounces against its aluminum re¬ 
ceiver tube. This undoubtedly explains the 
lower sound level of the Exactor’s action 
alone, and certainly assists the Stealth 
sound suppressor’s impressive reduction 
in overall sound-pressure level. 

Slant-type baffles will often adversely 
affect the system’s accuracy potential. 
Firing five-shot strings from a sandbag rest 
at 25 yards, the target model Exactor will 
produce 0.5-inch (Remington Pistol 
Match) to 1.5-inch groups (Federal Hi- 
Power 22s) with the issue sights. The 
Stealth sound-suppressed Ram-line Exac¬ 
tor produced the same results with the 
same ammunition. Again, this is outstand¬ 
ing and well within the MENS (Mission 
Essential Need Statement) for any special 
operations group. The rest of us will only 
be busting beer cans, so this type of 
match-grade accuracy will more than do. 
Be advised, though, that the BATF gun 
gestapo does not recognize “plinking” as 
a legitimate “sporting purpose” for any 
firearm. 

| Maintenance of the 

Stealth sound suppressor 
consists of no more than 
occasional flushing with sol¬ 
vent or hot soapy water. The 
manufacturer estimates life 

Looking inside the 
Ram-Line Exactor’s 
frame assembly, the 
unique Conforce-type 
sear spring can be seen 
to the left. It provides a 
light trigger pull that 
feels constant until the 
moment it breaks. 



span to be approximately 10,000 rounds. 

We had only five failures during our 
1,000-round test. Three of the 200 Federal 
Hi-Power 22s we fired failed to discharge 
and required a second strike from the firing 
pin. Others have reported hard rims and 
difficult ignition with this ammunition. 
Two rounds of Remington Pistol Match 
stubbed against the breech face and failed 
to feed. 

Although incredibly lightweight, the 
Exactor pistols, in any configuration or 
barrel length, exhibit no greater muzzle 
whip than .22 LR semiauto pistols weigh¬ 
ing twice as much. Most of the SOF staff 
preferred the conventional contour frame. 

These pistols represent remarkable val¬ 
ues. A standard model Exactor with a 
5.5-inch barrel (either dynamic or con¬ 
ventional contour frame), one 15-round 
magazine, a factory test target and a plastic 
storage box carries a suggested retail price 
of only $199.97. Add another 80 bucks and 
you can have the target version. Extra 
15-round magazines cost $21.97 each. 
High capacity 20-round magazines sell for 



Ram-Line Exactor barrels consist of a 
chambered-and-crowned steel liner, 
embedded in an injection-molded 
polymer body. 

$24.97. Precision Arms International will 
build a Stealth sound suppressor onto your 
Ram-Line Exactor for $420, or provide 
both the pistol and can for $595. 

Like it or not, you’re going to see 
greater and greater use of plastic/polymer/ 
synthetic/polycarbonate material — or 
whatever else you want to call it — in the 
firearms industry. It’s simply more cost- 
effective. Computers can generate an in¬ 
finity of designs that may be easily and 
quickly produced through injection mold¬ 
ing processes. Both Ruger and Heckler & 
Koch are poised to introduce pistols with a 
substantial number of polymer compo¬ 
nents. You can be sure others will follow. 
Ram-Line is not exactly sitting on its 
hands either, as they have developed a 
compact model to appear this summer, and 
are also manufacturing a bull-barreled 
model distributed by Magnum Research 
under their Desert Eagle line of handguns. 

Atavistic individuals (who proudly refer 
to themselves as “traditionalists”) will, as 
usual, resist these developments and be 
dragged, kicking and screaming, into the 
21st century. As for me, more often than 
not I pack a dock (albeit in .45 ACP) for 
serious social purposes, and from now on 
you can expect to find a Ram-Line Exactor 
with a Stealth sound suppressor in my 
picnic basket.^ 
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Deadly 

Decibels 


Text & Photo by Peter G. Kokalis 




H iram P. Maxim patented the first 
truly successful sound suppressor 
in March 1908. The physics of 
sound remains the same today as at the 
turn of the century (and before there was 
anyone on the planet to actually hear sound 
waves, for that matter). Elastic (longi¬ 
tudinal or compressional) waves through a 
gas are, of course, responsible for sounds 
that reach the ear. 

The sound produced by a firearm is 
principally composed of three compo¬ 
nents. They are: (1) the muzzle blast 
created by shock waves generated from the 
sudden expansion of hot propellant gases 
as they encounter the atmosphere at the 
muzzle end of a gun barrel; (2) the 
miniature sonic boom or “crack” pro¬ 
duced by a bullet traveling downrange at a 
velocity above the speed of sound (1,087.5 
fps at 32 degrees Fahrenheit at sea level 
— the speed of sound through an ideal gas 
varies directly as the square root of the 
absolute temperature, and inversely as the 
square root of the atomic weight); and (3) 
in the case of a semiautomatic or full-auto 
weapon, there is the noise of the action 
itself (i.e., the reciprocating slide or bolt 
group). If the projectile travels downrange 
at subsonic velocity, it will produce no 


sonic boom as it passes stationary objects. 
There is little that can be done about the 
sound produced by the firearm’s 
reciprocating parts. 

It is the muzzle blast to which all sound 
suppressors, successful or not, address 
themselves. They do so by use of a single 
formula from physics known as the gen¬ 
eral gas law. Applicable to all ideal gases, 
the equation states that pressure equals 
temperature multiplied by a constant di¬ 
vided by volume. As muzzle blast is a 
consequence of relatively high-pressure 
gases exiting the barrel, reduction of this 
pressure immediately before exit, by either 
increasing the volume or decreasing the 
temperature (cooling), or both, will reduce 
the sound. 

Sound suppressors are usually evaluated 
and compared by a logarithmic ratio called 
the decibel (dB). The logarithmic nature of 
the dB is important to keep in mind, as a 
3 dB drop in sound is 1/10 of the original 
sound-pressure level, while a 20 dB de¬ 
crease is 1/100 the original level. How¬ 
ever, because the sensitivity curve of the 
ear is also logarithmic, decreasing the 
sound energy to one-hundredth of its value 
halves the apparent sound. For comparison 
purposes, quiet conversation is about 


Stealth sound suppressor reduces sound- 
pressure levels by 34 to 39 dB, depending 
upon ammunition, as it drops the system’s 
muzzle blast to no more than 2-4 dB. 

55 dB, a handclap 65 dB, a jackhammer 
about 120 dB, and an Ml6 rifle 165 dB. 

Sound levels also diminish as the ob¬ 
server goes further from the sound source. 
The sound level drops according to the 
“inverse square law” (i.e., the sound 
decreases with the square of the distance 
from the source). A unit that sounds fairly 
loud within the confines of a small room, 
may not even be heard by an observer 
when fired from a distance of 25 meters 
outdoors, and from behind cover and 
concealment. 

The sound signatures of the ammunition 
fired through both the unsuppressed and 
suppressed Ram-Line pistols were meas¬ 
ured by means of a Bruel and Kjaer Type 
2209 Impulse Precision Sound Level 
Meter, with a 1 /4-inch No. 4135 micro¬ 
phone placed 1 meter away from the front, 
and to the left, of the muzzle at an angle 
normal (90 degrees) to the barrel’s axis. 
The meter was calibrated both before and 
after these tests. No instrument drift was 
noted. All of this is as per U.S. Milspec.^ 
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ZAGREB 



by Tony Rogers 



“I saw what was happening on the telly 
and thought I could help them a bit... ft’s 
also probably the last war against commu¬ 
nism that you're going to get in Europe. 
You’ve got to get in while the chance 
is there." 

ave, who recently returned 
to England from Yugosla¬ 
via, related his story over a 
beer in a London pub. He 
told me that in 1984, five 
years after leaving the Royal Navy, he had 
joined the French Foreign Legion. He went 
AWOL a couple years later because, he 
said, “I got bored with it.” 

In August 1991, Dave eventually found 
the action he so obviously craved. The 
conflict between Croatia and Serbia was 
then two months old, but already the first 
foreign volunteers were arriving to offer 
their “services.” 

When Dave reached the Croatian capi¬ 
tal, Zagreb, he was directed to the ZNG 
(“Zengee” — National Guard) headquar¬ 
ters. Nobody there spoke English. So, 
Dave decided to take a train southeast 
toward the front lines. At Sisak, he was 
pointed toward nearby Petrinja, and ac¬ 
cepted into MUP — the police. His most 
memorable action was the capture of a 
Yugoslavian federal army radar 
installation. 

“There were about 15 of us, all MUP,” 
Dave recalled. “We got there along irriga¬ 
tion ditches. The plan was for an armored 
car to drive through the front gate as we 
were attacking. It was supposed to arrive at 
7 o’clock, but by 7:30 [p m.] there was no 
sign of it. So, we crawled right up to the 
perimeter fence and this dog started bark¬ 


ing. I got everybody down, 
brought up my sniper’s rifle 
and saw this Yugoslav officer 
looking through his binoculars 
in the direction the dog was 
pointing. 1 could have shot 
him but, the thing was, every¬ 
body was sitting about, a 
stone-throw from the base, 
just picking their noses. 

What can you do? 

“If 1 shot him — well, we 
could have been right in it. 

We didn’t know the strength 
of the base or what weapons 
they had,” he added. “I had 
a LAW [Light Antitank 
Weapon] and my mate be¬ 
hind me had an RPG-2. He 
wanted me to go on. But 
there was a bunker with a 
20mm cannon. He wanted 
me to go up there, but I wasn’t going to 
risk that, because they’d already got on to 
me. So he got his RPG ready and we stood 
up. He fired his RPG and I tried to fire the 
LAW — three times. Nothing. I threw it 
away and that was it. 

“Then we just let them have it for about 
three hours. We couldn’t see anything 
—just throwing grenades and firing ‘trom¬ 
bones’ [rifle grenades], shooting at them 
— and they radioed in for a plane. By now 
it was quite dark and foggy, and the plane 

Funeral procession at Sunja. Croatian 
national guard bury their dead. 

Photo: Eric Micheletti 

INSET: National guard forces patrol high¬ 
way between Zagreb and Belgrade in 
BTR-60. Photo: Eric Micheletti 
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came oveT and dropped his flares and 
bombs, but he was about a kilometeT off, 
and as it went over, they fired a flare from 
the base — they did it the wrong way 
’round. So, we were lucky,” Dave said. 

Regroup For Another Go 

“The Croatians withdrew and returned 
the following day — this time with 
10 times as many troops and three vehi¬ 
cles. An armored car approached the camp 
entrance and the commander demanded 
that the garrison surrender. The Serbians 
promptly requested air assistance and, 
soon after, two MiGs roared in, firing 
rockets and machine guns,” Dave 
continued. “Somehow, the Croatians and 
their vehicles escaped being hit, but their 
commander still at the gate was fatally 
wounded by a mine, probably detonated as 
he dove for cover into a ditch.” 

Eventually, the Croats again withdrew. 
A couple of days later, Dave was one of 
10 men who returned in time to witness the 
evacuation of the garrison: “Two 
helicopters and five MiGs came over. The 
helicopters came in and fired and cleared a 
landing zone. They flew over us, landed 
and picked up the blokes and then flew low 
right over. My mate stood up and let rip 
with an AK. I yelled, ‘get down!’ — the 
helicopters scared me. With a MiG, if 
you’re spread out, he’s not going to see 
you. But a helicopter can just hover and sit 
on you; I was shitting.” 

When the choppers departed, the MiGs 
turned their attention on Petrinja. Later, 
the village was also attacked by tanks. 

I n the meantime, Dave and his mates 
were able to enter the army base, where 
they took possession of a few antiair¬ 
craft guns and more than 50 AKs. 

The Brit remained in the Petrinja/Sisak 
area for six weeks before becoming a 
lieutenant in the “Special Battalion,” 
based at Kumrovec, northwest of Zagreb. 
By November, however, Dave had had 
enough. He left because of “the money, 
basically. I don’t mind being shot at, but at 
least I’ve got to get some money for it.” 
As an officer, Dave was paid 16,000 dinars 
a month — about £140 ($256). 

Most of the guys who opt to serve in 
what is now the Croatian army are lucky if 
they receive 11,000 dinars. But this 
doesn’t deter the flow of eager volunteers. 
Dave told me about 23 Croatian- 
Americans, who had arrived from New 
York. “They each brought two uniforms 
and a helmet. They had seven walkie- 
talkies and three home-based radios. Each 
man had a knife, boots, SWAT vests ... ” 

Ad Hoc Press Corps 

Within two weeks of interviewing 
Dave, I was en route to Croatia. When I 
had first visited the country in July, I was 
told by some “Chetniks” (Serbian irregu¬ 
lars) that the Croatians were already 
employing “mercenaries.” But apparently 
the Serbs were now also accepting 
foreigners into their ranks. Dave claimed 



that an Australian reporter had mentioned 
seeing two Irish Republican Army men at 
Glina. An interesting situation. 

During my trip, I was accompanied by 
Alan — a big Australian along “for the 
experience” — and two former Royal 
Marines, Ronnie and Jim. The latter were 
keen to video any “internationals” we 
came across. As soon as we arrived in 
Zagreb, we headed for the headquarters of 
HOS — Dobroslav Faraga’s extreme right 
wing party — where we chatted briefly 
with Reg, a former British soldier. After 
arranging to meet up again later, we 
checked into the nearby Hotel Central. 

We hadn’t even located our rooms when 
a ZNG soldier approached, and in a broad 
Birmingham accent introduced himself as 
Karl. He explained he had just returned 
from the front at Karlovac, and noticing 
our British registered van — with “TV” 

National guardsman fires at Serbian 
position in Komarevo-Sisak area. 

Photo: Eric Micheletti 


Mortars — poor man’s artillery. Croatian 
trooper sends a message of defiance 
toward enemy lines. Photo: Yves Debay 

plastered all over it — had asked at hotel 
reception about us. 

It was an amazing coincidence, and a 
great break for us. After being in Zagreb 
less than an hour, we had already met two 
of the people we had come all this way to 
find. Subsequently, Karl accompanied us 
to Karlovac, where we were introduced to 
a half-dozen internationals who lived in a 
farmhouse about 2km from enemy lines. 

Most were quite willing to talk to us. 
One, 19-year-old Andrew from Cornwall 
in southwest England, echoed a sentiment 
shared by all the internationals we would 
meet: “We’re definitely not 

mercenaries,” he said, “I mean — 
strange mercenaries, with no 
money — well, about a hundred 
quid a month.” 

Without exception, it seemed, 
foreign volunteers preferred to be known 
as just that — vo/unfeers. 

Andrew’s experience in enlisting was 
similar to others’ I interviewed. “I was at 
Thshkinatz [ZNG receiving center in 
Zagreb] on a Friday, and everything stops 
for the weekend. So it wasn’t until 
Monday that I got my uniform,” he said. 
“I went down to Vinkovci on Monday and 
was at the front line for two days before I 
got issued with a rifle. I got 1,400 rounds, 
seven full magazines, a knife, three hand 
grenades, a 64 [66mm LAW] and one 
Osser [90mm rocket launcher] ... ” 

Others who signed on with HOS 
reported that experienced military men 
were absorbed immediately. The Croatian 
army and ZNG were less selective. 

Men with a common language — if any 
— are often put together, where possible. 
But there are many nationalities and many 
languages represented among the 
volunteers, so this is not always possible. 
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Wars go better with Coke: national guard 
special forces on Zagreb highway. 

Photo: Eric Micheletti 

These men migrating toward the action 
from all compass points have usually 
shown up with full kit, less weapons, but 
do not report being hassled passing 
customs in neighboring countries, 
although the purpose of a man carrying 
uniforms and gear into Croatia is self- 
evident. 

en, who had been in the country six 
weeks, provided a brief rundown 
on the armor and weapons in use 
on both sides: “Tanks being used are 
T-34s — antiques — T-55s, T-72s and 
T-84s. The T-84 is really bad. I won't go 
up against one of them, no way. They 
range in on you and you've got just 
seconds to get out of there. 

“We use the Russian equivalent of the 
66 [LAW]: the Osser, which is a 90-mil’ 
rocket — it's like a bazooka — makes a 
nice bang; Kalashnikovs — the Serbian 
one, which is very good. It’s supposed to 
be better than the Russian one, and a damn 
sight better than the Romanian version; 
Makarov pistols ... a lot of Croatians also 
get weapons through the Austrian black 
market," Ben noted. 

Small Arms Of The World 

In fact, an amazing array of firearms 
could be had in Yugoslavia. By the end of 
my second visit, I would see a variety of 
shotguns and hunting rifles; several types 
of AKs; Mausers, Thompsons, MG42s 
(complete with German factory markings), 
Skorpion SMGs and all kinds of handguns. 
As Ben commented, “It's a funny war. It's 
like a mixture of the first and second world 
wars and Vietnam. Strange." 

Among those at Karlovac, the main 
spokesman appeared to be John, who at 33 
was also probably the oldest and most 
experienced soldier. He expressed concern 
at the lack of information available to 
those at the front — the internationals in 
particular. 


“We’re worried about the political 
situation ... these guys won't tell us 
anything. All we can pick up is what’s on 
the Croatian news, which is highly 
censored. So, we’re very, very nervous 
about that,” he said. 

Paraga, the leader of HOS, had recently 
been arrested and imprisoned after being 
accused of fomenting an armed rebellion 
against Croatian President Tudjman’s 
government. The incident had increased 
speculation that a clash between HOS and 
Croatia's army was inevitable. 

“We certainly don’t intend to get 
involved in a civil war,” John told me. 
“But the thing is, we could find ourselves 
not knowing about it.’’ 

“None of us have any civilian kit. It’s 
all in Zagreb, because they took that away 

— so, if the worse comes to the worst, 
we’ll try to march into Slovenia, which is 
only 25 kilometers away, and then double 
back around and nip into Zagreb. But 
we’re in a situation now where we don’t 
know if we can leave,’’ John added. 

He held up a Croatian army ID card, 
noting, “Yesterday, for the first time ever, 
they gave us these.’’ 

hen we left Karlovac, Karl came 
with us. After less than six 
weeks, he had become dis¬ 
illusioned and had no intention of return¬ 
ing to the front. Nobody tried to stop him. 
Later, Karl asked me to dispose of his 
uniform. I kept the padded jacket — just 
the thing for an English winter. 

Back at Zagreb, I took the opportunity 
to interview Reg. He vehemently con¬ 
demned the West's reluctance to recognize 
Croatia’s plight. 

A Lonely War 

“It just sickens me about what’s going 
on. Our government won’t get off it’s arse 
and do anything. Everyone in the outside 
world knows what’s going on over here 

— or they’re incredibly stupid and naive,’’ 
Reg said. 

“Where is our fucking government? I 
voted Tory all my life and I am now 


ashamed of my government’s lack of 
action. This isn't bloody Africa or the Far 
East,’’ he exclaimed. “This isn’t the other 
side of the world. This is part of Europe. 
This is, or was, a civilized country.” 

“The Serbians seem intent on genocide. 
There is no reason to start whacking old 
men, women and children — they’re not 
military targets — unless you are intent on 
eradicating an ethnic or cultural group 
from a particular part of a country,” Reg 
went on. 

Had Reg actually witnessed any 
atrocities, I wondered? 

“I’ve seen bodies. Whacked at close 
range [by the Serbs],” he said. “You can 
see the powder bums around the holes. 
Most of them are either under the chin, or 
back or side of the head at point-blank 
range. It’s not a case of accidental 
shooting.” 

Reg also told me about a Croatian friend 
who was wounded and captured by the 
Serbs just two days before. The incident 
clearly distressed the Englishman, who 
spoke about it in a deceptively 
unemotional monotone. 

“They cut his eyes out and they cut his 
arms off, and then they cut his throat to 
finish him off.” 

Later, I would hear similar accounts, 
related by other soldiers on other sectors of 
the front. Reg told me indications were 
that such atrocities were being perpetrated 
by special forces. 

“In conversations with other people 
who have worked up and down the 
country, the picture is pretty much the 
same,” he said. “These units, or unit — it 
might be one, it might be more — seem to 
go into an area for maybe a week, hit it, do 
something like this and disappear again.” 

Few Croatian soldiers were in any doubt 
about their fate if captured. The ZNG, 
Reg maintained, “absolutely crap 
themselves.” But those in HOS, it seems, 
are made of sterner stuff. Certainly, there 
was a noticeable difference between the 
Croatian army and Paraga’s troops. The 
latter had a distinctly sinister air about 
them, and the sort of arrogance common to 
elite units everywhere. It was easy to 
understand why President Tudjman was 
concerned about the threat — imagined or 
otherwise — that HOS presented. 

War Within A War? 

Yet, when I asked about the problems 
between Tudjman’s party and HOS, Reg 
ridiculed the notion that Paraga had any 
intention of encouraging an armed 
insurrection. 

“Where are the guys who are doing it?” 
he demanded. “There are, like, about 
20 guys over at HOS headquarters and all 
the rest are fighting at the bloody front.” 

Most who serve in HOS do so without 
pay. “The HOS guys are ideologically 
motivated,” Reg explained. “They 
genuinely believe in what they’re fight¬ 
ing for.” 

“The problem with Zengee [ZNG] is, 
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“Bob,” an American, waits with an MG3 
machine gun, while "Frenchie,” a Welsh 
veteran of the French Foreign Legion, 
scopes for a target with his sniper rifle. 
Photo: Yves Debay 

it’s politically interfered with. Tudjman 
still hasn't declared bloody war, and yet 
his people are being slaughtered 
wholesale. He’s more intent on political 
suppression in Zagreb — he's tied up 
hundreds and hundreds of very fit fighting 
men and their extremely efficient high- 
tech weaponry in Zagreb for his own 
political machinations, instead of sending 
them to the front where they can at least 
defend the bloody country,” Reg said. 

Curiously, there are relatively few 
foreigners serving with HOS. The reason, 
Reg noted, is that HOS is interested only in 
those with military experience — a policy 
the Englishman clearly believed in. 

“Tfell the fucking kids to stay at home,” 
he said. “We’ve been telling this to all the 
journalists, and yet it hasn’t appeared in 

The 1st Special Forces battalion of the 
Croatian army is a small but efficient unit, 
led for the most part by Croatian former 
Legionnaires. In addition, a good number of 
Yanks, Australians, Canadians and 
Argentines of Croatian descent serve with 
the 1st SF. They are armed primarily with 
the Argentine-made FAL Modelo Para III 
folding-stocked rifle. Members of the 1st SF 
usually wear the green beret of the Legion 
with the red and white Croatian 
checkerboard badge. Photo: Yves Debay 


one paper. Do us a favor: Just tell the kids 
to stay at home.” 

A few days later I visited eastern 
Croatia, where I interviewed several more 
Brits. I was a little surprised to find one 
youngster with an armored unit. “Mr. X” 
explained that he was, in fact, AWOL from 
the Irish Hussars. This was his second war. 
In the Gulf War, he was an NCO in an 
armored brigade. Now, the 21-year-old 
was driving a Soviet-built tank. 

“Obviously, I’m not impressed with the 
T-55,” Mr. X told me, “But it's better 


than nothing, and all these guys have got.” 

Mr. X had been in Croatia just three- 
and-a-half weeks. Like most of those I 
spoke with, he had experienced no real 
action other than the interminable shelling 
— which continued regardless of any 
so-called cease fire then in effect. 

“I can show you where we were hit last 
night,” Mr. X offered. “We were actually 
hit with MRLS — their version of Stalin’s 
Organ — and it’s pretty shitty for us 
because we can’t fire back. The 
commander is pretty strict about us not 
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ABOVE LEFT: Karl, 23, from Birmingham, 
England, who introduced author to the 
"internationals,” in position behind wasted 
T-34. Three other Englishmen and a 
Japanese volunteer brought their own tank 
to Osijek, under siege from three sides, but 
were unable to employ it as none spoke 
Croatian. Photo: Tony Rogers 

TOP: Author (left) with “Batman” and T-55 
driven by British volunteer “Mr. X” in a 
village in eastern Croatia. Photo: courtesy 
Tony Rogers 

MIDDLE: Ben (front), 22, from Brighton, 
England, and Andrew, 19, from Truro, 
England, patrol village south of Zagreb. 
Photo: Tony Rogers 

BOTTOM: Andrew in a contemplative mood 
in an appropriate setting — a cemetery. 
Photo: Tony Rogers 

other international volunteer I met in 
Croatia. At 51, this gray-haired warrior 
had already seen his fair share of action 
around the world. He had put in two tours 
in Vietnam, had been in Sarawak with the 
British Greenjackets and had served in 
Aden. Now, he was serving with HOS in a 
beleaguered village just 1km from the 
Serbian lines. 

‘Til stay as long as they want me,” he 
said, adding fatalistically, “I’ve got 
nothing else to do. Nothing to do, and the 
rest of my life to do it in.” 

A former Royal Marine, Tony Rogers has 
been a phofojoumalisf since 1985 , and has 
contributed to SOF under the pseudonyms 
Frank Terrell and Frank Noble 


being allowed to retaliate unless we come 
under direct fire.” 

Many Volunteers, Many Reasons 


just went 100 meters up the road from our 
guard post, and the sniper was very close 
to us so we had a good shot at him for two 
minutes. I had a LAW, so my mate gave 
me covering fire from the side of the road. 
I was behind this concrete box between the 
pavement and the road, so I jumped to the 
side of the road to get a clear shot. 

“The sniper was only 70 meters from us 
but I think he was sort of distracted by 
some other guy. He was shooting at him, 
and the machine gun, which was about 150 
meters away, was also shooting at him,” 
Neil said. 

“Because it was raining, the LAW 
failed to work. I tried for about 20 seconds, 
moved back, dried it off, jumped to one 
side again and tried it again. Then I moved 
back and ran over to my mate, gave it to 
him and said, ‘You try it, 
I'll cover you.' He did the 
same and it didn't work. 

“While he was doing 
that, the sniper jumped out 
the window and ran down 
the road. I don’t think we 
got him. We had a go at 
the machine gun shooting 
at us, but couldn't get a 
clear field of fire because 
of the trees. And, since 
then — about two weeks 
ago — we haven’t had any 
snipers come close to us. 
They’re still shooting at us, but at too great 
a range,” Neil said. 

“And The Rest Of My Life To Do It... M 

Brian, a former Australian SAS trooper, 
was a complete contrast to Neil or any 


conversation 

“S 


When I queried Mr. X on his reasons for 
being in Croatia, he initially maintained 
that he was there simply because he was 
AWOL. When pressed, however, he 
admitted he harbored a great deal of 
sympathy for the Croatians. 

“These people are getting fucking 
massacred,” he stated with feeling and 
gestured at those listening to our 
conversation. 

ome of these guys have been 
soldiers for only two months. 
They have no ideas of basic 
battle discipline, or anything, and yet 
they're getting out there — their intention 
is good — but they're 
just dying needlessly and 
they have to be helped.” 

Mr. X said. 

Another Brit was 19- 
year-old Neil, who had 
come to Croatia partly 
because of his dislike for 
communists. In spite of 
his lack of previous mili¬ 
tary experience, he 
seemed to be bearing up 
well after serving for five 
weeks in a location that 
was shelled day-in, day- 
out. I asked if he had had any firefights. 

“We've had a couple of little scraps, but 
nothing major,” he replied modestly. 
“Once, a couple of us went out in the 
middle of the night, because they had a 
sniper and a machine gun there, and we 


“Their intention 
is good — but 
they’re just 
dying need¬ 
lessly and they 
have to be 
helped.” 
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Dear SSG Kcin: On behalf of the SERE 
Division of SFS IMA , I wish to inform you 
that your resume was received and read by 
myself as well as by ETC Rowe. It was 
indeed impressive. We have decided to 
select you to the SERE program in the 
capacity of Sr. Instructor, Grade authoriza- 
tion SFC E-7. Due to your many qualifica¬ 
tion: s, we feel you would be an asset to this 
organization ... welcome to SERE Divi¬ 
sion SFS IMA. Leroy N. Carlson , MSG 
(P) SGM SERE Division 

A s it turned out, my 1982 request for 
assignment to SERE (Survival, 
Evasion, Resistance & Escape) 
would be disapproved. However, Colonel 
James “Nick” Rowe, its founder, and I 
would meet several times over the next 
few years, and I observed his enthusiasm 
for SERE, nurturing the program's growth 
and success. In April 1989, Rowe would 
be assassinated in the Philippines. It 
remains unclear whether his killers were 
from the leftist New People’s Army 
(NPA), or from the hard military right 
wing struggling for power. 

The U.S. Army’s SERE program is 
easily the finest of all the services’. For a 
number of reasons, however, it is in danger 
of being lost. It is hoped those responsible 
for the continued development of Rowe’s 
legacy to the Army will place the survival 
of SERE above individual political consid¬ 
erations or organizational loyalties. 

Declared by President Bush to be “the 


highest national priority,” the issue of 
American POWs remains one of the most 
confusing and hotly debated matters of the 
last 20 years. In September 1991, the U.S. 
Secretary of Defense promised a 38% 
increase in personnel assigned to work on 
resolution of the POW issue. This trans¬ 
lates as 102 additional people, augmenting 
some 150 personnel already committed to 
the POW task force. 

A new staff position was created — the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary (DAS) for 
POW/MIA Affairs, working for the Assis¬ 
tant Secretary for International Security 
Affairs. In short, the highest office in the 
land is appearing to lend direction, re¬ 
sources and emphasis to a national-pride 
issue that demands more than just lip 
service. 

A portion of this newfound resolve to 
become pro-active should be attributed to 
the resignation of firebrand Col. Millard 
A. Peck, former head of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency’s (DIA) special office 
for POW/MIA affairs. Peck, a former 
Green Beret with three tours of Vietnam, 
tacked his “Request for Relief” to the 
door of his office on 28 March 1991. 

Peck’s memo was blistering in content, 
essentially charging those responsible for 
seeking solutions to the issue with “knav¬ 
ery, ... stalling, ... suppression,” and 
noting “the mind-set to ‘debunk’ ” was 
“ ... alive and well... at all levels ... ” 

Six months after Peck’s charges were 
published, Secretary of Defense Dick 


Ignoring Lessons Learned 


The above illustrates the “big picture,” 
in terms of our national consciousness and 
expectations regarding American POWs. 
From World War II, more than 78,750 
soldiers are still recorded as being either 
missing in action or as prisoners of war. 
From the Korean War, there are 8,177 
personnel unaccounted for, along with 
some 2,331 missing from the Vietnam 
War. According to a recent article by H. 
Bruce Franklin (“The POW/MIA Myth,” 
Atlantic Monthly, December 1991), nearly 
half (1,101) of the missing Vietnam 
servicemen “ ... were never considered to 
be either missing in action or prisoners 
of war.” 

Franklin states those 1,101 soldiers are 
known to have been killed in action (KIA), 
although their bodies were not recovered 
for any number of reasons. His article 
bears reading, and is important because it 


Cheney made his own dramatic announce¬ 
ment of a new fire being lit under the issue. 
If nothing else, Peck must know he did 
indeed accomplish his mission, albeit 
through his own professional sacrifice. 
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The exploration of SERE by the Army 
began as early as 1978, when military 
intelligence officer Lieutenant Colonel 
Edward N. Meserve conducted a review of 
then-existing SERE courses. Meserve, the 
Army’s SERE project officer, was 
challenged to develop 4 ‘a comprehensive 
task list for SERE training.” To do this, he 
visited the 3636th Combat Crew Training 
Wing (CCTW) at Fairchild AFB in 
Washington state. (Meserve noted that the 
Navy conducted its program at a facility in 
Maine, although it appears he did not visit 
with the Navy’s SERE instructor as part of 
his initial study.) 

Meserve discovered the Air Force had 
created a specific career field for their 
SERE instructors. This directly influenced 
the “dedication and professional 
knowledge” Meserve observed at 
Fairchild. Their instructor course was six 
months long, with a 50% attrition rate. 
After graduation, the newly certified 
instructor then began training in survival, 
fieldcraft, survival academics, resistance 
academics, and the resistance laboratory. 

According to Meserve, ‘‘Without a 
similar career field in the Army, it is 
highly unlikely that courses of this caliber 
could be realized within the various 
TRADOC [training and doctrine 
command] schools and centers, or within 
the major FORSCOM [forces command] 
units.” 

Meserve noted how the Air Force 


reflects a renewed — and general —public 
awareness of the POW/MIA situation that 
has followed attention to the issue from the 
president and secretary of defense. 

However, despite the public's demand 
for answers and the government’s 
announced commitment to resolution of 
the POW/MIA issue, the Army appears to 
be abandoning its fledgling survival, 
evasion, resistance and escape program 
begun in 1982. According to an exclusive 
set of interviews granted US. Veteran 
News and Report last August, “the 
Army’s SERE program to train soldiers for 
possible capture by the enemy ... is facing 
extinction.” Sources close to the program 
claim SERE has experienced devastating 
cuts in both funding and personnel. 

Operating on a paltry $ 100,000 per year, 
SERE is currently capable of graduating 
only 25 soldiers every two weeks. Despite 
being an Army school, only special 
operations forces are being given slots, due 
to the limited student space available. 
SERE proponents fear the entire program 
is in danger of being flushed from the 
Army system, perhaps to be assumed by 
either the Air Force or Navy, both of which 


LEFT: Airmen train with helicopter hoist, 
used to extract survivors from rough terrain. 
Photo: 3636 CCT/PA 


have long offered their personnel 
extensive SERE training. In fact, 
of the POWs captured during 
Operation Desert Storm, only 
those from the Air Force and 
Navy had SERE training. No 
Army personnel taken prisoner 
had attended the court at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, despite it 
being an Army-wide school. 

Is the Army allowing SERE to 
die a quiet death, despite the 
congressionally voiced and 
supported need for such a 
program? 

A Long Time Coming 

Conventional Army units 
were slower than the Air Force 
in developing a SERE program, 
although such training did exist 
in individual units. There was an 
unstated concern about “training 
soldiers to be professional 
POWs” and a general feeling 
that regular troops would be less 
subject to capture than a downed 
aviator. 



Although an Army-wide school, SERE primarily 
trains special operations personnel to survive in 
different environments. Photo: Author’s collection 
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provided academic instruction prior to 
placing their personnel into SERE stress 
situations, whereas the Navy provided no 
academic preparation, although extreme 
physical fatigue was introduced prior to 
the POW experience conducted at the 
Navy's “laboratory.* 4 

The colonel came away with an 
impression that the 3636th CCTW would 
be “an ideal vehicle to provide SERE 
training to high-risk Army personnel** to 
include Special Forces (SF), Rangers, air 
crews and airborne units. Further, Meserve 
recommended, “Air Force instructors be 
utilized to the maximum extent possible in 
any Army-developed resistance 
laboratory, unless the Army can provide 
dedicated civilian instructors or establish 
an enlisted career field for SERE 
instructors.” 

Enter Nick Rowe 

Having been a prisoner of the Viet 
Cong for five years, Nick Rowe held the 
distinction of being the only officer to 
successfully escape from captivity, in 
December 1968. Rowe was promoted to 
major and assigned to the Army General 
Staff Office, where he worked on POW/ 
MIA issues. In 1974, he resigned his 
commission to run for political office. 
Although Rowe lost his bid, he went on to 
author several books while remaining 
affiliated with the SF community through 
the 20th SFGA (Reserve). 

On the heels of Meserve’s SERE 
recommendations, Rowe was approached 
in 1981 about returning to active duty. His 
mission would be to establish an Army¬ 
wide SERE training program. Rowe 
accepted, and his commission was 
reactivated. Seen as the only man who 
possessed the knowledge, drive, 
determination and personality needed to 
create such a program, Rowe became 
father of the Army’s SERE Department at 
Fort Bragg. He would also sponsor the 
soon-to-be-formed Antiterrorism Division 
program. 

Rowe began by developing his 
department’s instruction programs to 
include facilities and instructors. Given 
the requirement to train 10,000 Level-C 
personnel, he submitted a formal paper 
outlining his goal of five Level-C courses 
to be run at as many U.S.-based facilities, 
including Fort Bragg. Beginning in 1988, 
the plan called for 32 officers, 20 warrant 
officers and 385 enlisted personnel to staff 
the sites. This manning roster was 
projected until 1993. 

Civilian staffing was put at 135 
personnel, including education specialists, 
writers/editors, secretaries and clerks. 
Each location would be tasked to run 
20 classes of 100 students each per year, in 
order to attain the 10.000 qualified Army 
SERE personnel required. SERE centers 
would be supported by existing mess and 
transportation assets at the assigned 
military installations. If such services did 
not exist they would be contracted for. 



Photo: Author's collection 


I was filthy and stinking and I hurt. I thought 
of an aspirin; how much I wanted one 
aspirin! I thought of water and how much I 
wanted a taste of cool, clean water. I 
thought of how different all this would be if 
Dave and I had escaped, and felt myself 
biting my lip to keep from crying out 

— Colonel James “Nick” Rowe, 
from his book Five Years to Freedom 

Rowe saw each SERE center consisting 
of a headquarters, supply area, classroom, 
billets/mess area, vertical and horizontal 
obstacle courses, and local training areas 
for such challenges as escape and 
evasion lanes. 

Level-C subjects included training in 
the code of conduct, evasion techniques, 
survival medicine, survival food 
procurement, field-expedient weapons/ 
tools, direction finding, sea survival, 
evasion movement techniques, dog and 
visual tracker evasion, cross-culture 
communications, resistance to exploi¬ 
tation, armed/unarmed combat, and escape 
planning. 

Rowe emphasized that “SERE training 
for high-risk personnel cannot be met 
without [the] expansion and resourcing 
outlined.” The existing facility at Fort 
Bragg could only train 2,000 personnel per 
year, which meant the Army’s requirement 


for 10,000 qualified graduates needed to 
be addressed by the additional SERE 
centers Rowe planned for. 

In addition, SERE was tasked to train 
Army-wide instructors certified to teach 
Level-B SERE subjects at their local units. 
In 1988, no Level-B courses were 
programmed. Local units were tasked to 
instruct their courses using a training 
support package approved by TRADOC. 
The decision to eliminate the Level-B 
courses was made without any input from 
the Special Warfare Center (SWC), which 
— although asked for such input — simply 
elected not to respond to the Department 
of the Army’s inquiry. 

According to Rowe, “lack of training 
can have a serious impact on survivability 
of personnel, once mobilized.” By 1988, 
the SERE program was already being cut 
short in terms of accomplishing its 
missions given by the Army in 1982. 
SERE’s founder would find himself 
promoted to full colonel and offered an 
assignment in the Philippines as the 
ground forces director for the Joint U.S. 
Military Assistance Group (JUSMAG). 
Although out of the country, he would 
prove not to be absent from the SERE 
community. 

Largely because of his personal stature, 
Rowe wielded a great deal of influence in 
both military and political circles. 
Although physically absent from SERE, 
he knew the appropriate people to contact 
when it came to applying or releasing 
pressure concerning SERE matters. 

Strong rumor held that Rowe was in line 
for his first star, with SOCOM being his 
command assignment when promoted. 
Therefore, he was someone who could 
wheel and deal at Fort Bragg despite being 
“only” a colonel. At JUSMAG, Rowe 
was responsible for acquisition, shipping, 
accounting and distribution of U.S. aid to 
the Philippines military. He was also 
directly involved in the counterinsurgency 
program — a matter of public record in the 
Philippine media but downplayed in- 
theater, due to Philippine sensitivity about 
being their own masters. 

Red Hats, Staff Cuts, 
Reorganization, Death 

In October 1988, Rowe was deeply 
engaged combating the NPA insurgency in 
the Philippines. Still, he kept tabs on the 
program he’d been instrumental in 
developing. Changes were taking place at 
SERE that alarmed the colonel. “It 
concerns me that critical decisions are 
being made by people who don’t have the 
[SERE] background to make them, and I’d 
feel much better with some more 
experience in the organization,” he wrote. 

Staffing was a particular worry to both 
Rowe and the seasoned SERE veterans 
he’d brought into the organization with 
him. “Are ... ‘Red Hats’... getting dumped 
on SERE ...?*’ he asked in a letter. The 
term “Red Hat” referred to airborne- 
qualified personnel who wore the 
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paratrooper's maroon beret. Red Hats were 
now being assigned to the Special 
Operations Command, despite many of 
them lacking any special operations 
background. Rowe felt SERE needed 
“Green Hats" at the helm. “Keep me up 
on the situation and I'll stick pins in 
appropriate balloons,” he offered. 

Sadly, Rowe was assassinated on 
29 April 1989; it was a serious blow to 
SERE, which now had no one of any 
influence inside the military protecting its 
interests. Suddenly, the SERE department 
became Company E, 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Special Warfare Training Group 
(Airborne). From having a colonel in 
charge, the command structure was 
changed to a major's slot. Rather than 
having a sergeant major as the senior 
NCO, the job became that of a master 
sergeant. 

Today, the SERE company can only 
field 14 instructors — as opposed to the 26 
directed. The Resistance Training 
Laboratory (RTL) possesses only 35 of a 
required 67 instructors for its vital 
operations. These numbers are a far cry 
from the 300 instructors Rowe had 
envisioned SERE centers as having 
available to the Army. 

There is more than one explanation for 
the SERE Department becoming a 
company. The most obvious reason is that 
when Special Warfare Center (SWC) 
became a formal training group, it needed 
to reflect a group’s organizational 
structure. This in turn allowed for majors 


Students at USAF Survival School, 
Fairchild AFB, Washington, learn fire- 
starting skills. Photo: 3636 CCT/PA 


and senior NCOs to garner their command 
time as company commanders, first 
sergeants and so on. Under the old 
structure, being assigned to SWC had 
made it impossible to log such time, which 
affected both morale and promotion. 

As a company command, SERE simply 
fell into line under the new organizational 
structure. Personnel-wise, everyone is 
short in special operations these days. 
Manning a full A-team can be a challenge, 
not to mention attempting to man training 
committees at Fort Bragg. 

Funding critical to SERE operations 
was also affected, with only $1.6 million 
accounted for of some $2.8 million set 
aside by Congress in 1982. The legislation 
providing those funds was sponsored by 
the late Rep. W.C. “Dan” Daniels (D- 
Va.). Another congressional supporter was 
the late Rep. Samuel S. Stratton (D-N.Y.), 
a high-ranking member of the House 
Armed Services Committee. With Rowe 
assassinated and SERE’s congressional 
supporters deceased, the door was open for 
the program to begin floundering. 

Where did the remaining funds go? 
Sources who insist their names and ranks 
not be used point to parachutes for the 
High Altitude-Low Opening (HALO) 
committee being purchased with SERE 
monies, as well as new motors for the 


SCUBA school in Key West, Florida. 
These purchases were reported to have 
taken place in 1985-86. The same sources 
add that other projects were more than 
likely supported by funds redirected from 
SERE's original appropriation. 

“With Colonel Rowe gone, and no 
friends in Congress, SERE has no one to 
turn to when it comes to making sure the 
program is carried out as Congress 
intended it should be,” noted a former 
SERE founder. 

Hanging By A Thread 

“No Army personnel captured during 
the gulf war were SERE-lrained,” 
lamented an SF instructor. “Melissa Nealy 
(one of five Army personnel taken prisoner 
by the Iraqis and later freed) could have 
been educated in how to have better 
weathered her captivity, had the Level-B 
instructor program been operational back 
in 1988/89. SERE is not a special 
operations school. It is an Army-wide 
school, although all we're training these 
days are S.CL-types.” 

Indeed, no Army aviator shot down and 
captured was a SERE graduate. In reverse, 
all Air Force and Navy pilots downed in 
Desert Storm had been schooled by their 
respective services in SERE. At the 
current rate of 25 students every two 
weeks, only 600 Level-C graduates are 
being trained at Fort Bragg per year— a far 
cry from what the 1988 Army requirement 

Continued on page 73 
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A few hours before the Allied Coalition uncoiled in the Saudi Arabian desert like a sand 
viper and struck Iraqi-occupied positions in Kuwait on 24 February 1991, several teams of 
17.S. Army Special Forces were inserted deep inside Iraq. Their mission was to observe and 
report enemy troop movements that would meet the Allied thrust. 

Two of the Special Forces teams were discovered, ironically, by children . 

A/though these two teams, a three-man unit and an eight-man group , were almost 
50 miles apart , their camouflaged positions were discovered in almost the same manner at 
about the same time. Both teams had to fight their way to exfiltration points, against 
seemingly insurmountable odds. 

What you're about to read are eyewitness accounts of three Green Berets in Operational 
Detachment Alpha-532 who fought on the ground and the Army helicopter crew who came 
to rescue them. 

United States Central Command (CENTCOM), headed by General Norman Sch¬ 
warzkopf, made a big deal out of daring rescues of downed aircrews by special operations 
forces in the Gulf War, but CENTCOM made no mention of the rescue of these two SF 
teams. Nor did the Pentagon mention these rescues in its “Report to Congress on Conduct 
of the Persian Gulf Conflict. ” But the rescues occurred — they have become legend in the 
SF community. 





£ 6 \ M e crossed the border [into 
111 m Iraq] an hour after dark, 
W W about 2100 local, on the 
night of 23 February/’ said Master Ser¬ 
geant Jeffrey W. Sims. The team was 
airlifted by helicopter more than 200 
nautical miles into Iraq and dropped off 
about 30 miles north of the Euphrates 
River, near the town of Quasam al 
Hamash. 

Sims recalled it as a nice night for 
flying, even into enemy territory. “Clear. 
No enemy activity. Real light. Moon up 
— 85% illumination/* 

Sims and fellow team members Ser¬ 
geant First Class Ronald Torbetl and Staff 
Sergeant Roy Tabron were following close 
behind another MH-60 Blackhawk that 


carried another team of Green Berets. 

The insertion went like clockwork. The 
“hawks” hugged the deck to avoid enemy 
radar as they flew toward a pair of “X”s 
on a map. 

About 50 miles before reaching their 
respective LZs, the Blackhawks broke 
formation and each headed alone into 
Indian country. Sims and his team were 
tasked to cover the northern end of 
Highway 8, near Baghdad. The other unit 
would monitor troop movements on the 
southern end of this highway. 

When Sims and his team jumped off 
their Blackhawk, dogs in a nearby village 
began barking. “It sounded like 50 million 
of them,” Sims recalled, but no one in the 
village came to investigate. 
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Kind Of Like Kansas 

Instead of barren wasteland, the terrain 
along Highway 8 was irrigated farmland. 
“Kind of like Kansas farmland, cut up into 
100-meter squares,'* said Sims, raised on a 
farm in Camden, South Carolina. 

Mb fter caching their emergency radios 
j Lj\ about 900 meters from where they 
Z/\jwere inserted, Sims and his two 
comrades passed by a field of green grass. 

“It looked like winter rye, about 
3 inches high,'’ recalled Sims, who was 
awestruck by the sight of green grass after 
staring at Saudi Arabian light brown sand 
for almost seven months. “I'm an old 
country boy, and it was good for us to see 
something green for a change.” 

Sims and his buddies took a 30-minute 
security break at the field's edge to make 
sure no one was trailing them. They also 
used this time to adjust their loads and 
update contingency plans, in the event 
they mighl^et hit en route to the final 
destination. 

Sims chose a concrete-block building as 
a rendezvous point, should the team be 
separated in a firefight. This building 
would be easy to find. It was the most 
recognizable feature in the area. 

The loads Sims, Torbett and Tabron 
humped were heavy. Sims, who claimed to 
weigh 179 pounds on a good day, earned 
175 pounds. 

Sims said carrying so much weight is 
mind over matter, “And mind doesn't 
matter,” laughed the stocky Green Beret. 
“It’s your body that counts, and everyone 
in SF is expected to carry a heavy load.” 

Each team member carried a double 
basic load of 5.56mm ammo — about 420 
rounds — and a couple of grenades. They 
also carried 10 quarts of water and five 
days' rations each — broken-down ver¬ 
sions of MRE’s (Meals Ready to Eat) 
— proteins and carbohydrates. Each man 
also carried 25 desert candy bars for a 
sudden burst of energy in case he had to 
hightail it. 

The bulk of their 175-pound loads 
consisted of the so-called “hide kit” that 
Sims and his team used to cover a 
9-by-9-foot hole, which they dug 5 feet 
deep into the side of an irrigation ditch 
overlooking Highway 8. 

The kit contained a piece of camou¬ 
flaged canvas tarp, to be stretched over an 
umbrella-like structure made from 5-foot 
sections of galvanized electrical conduit. 
Its center support was a piece of 1.25-inch 
pipe. Commo gear, including LST-5, 
PRC-90 and PRC-126 radios, and a secure 


SATCOM [satellite communications] 
radio with a folding dish added to the load 
the men earned. 

Preplanning called for five hours of 
walking and four hours’ digging. While 
Sims set up the SATCOM radio and got 
his commanding officer on the horn, 
Torbett and Tabron dug the hole. 

Thirty minutes before daylight on 
G-Day, 24 February, as the Persian Gulf 
ground war kicked off, Sims, Torbett and 
Tabron climbed into their hole. 


Good Morning, Iraq 


“About daylight, it was like Grand 
Central Station around the hole,” said 
Sims, “as hundreds of Iraqi civilians 
began heading for the fields to work.” 

One man wearing bright red pants 
passed within 4 inches of an observation 
port, causing Torbett to jump like he’d 
been shot. 

Twenty to 30 times over the next eight 
hours, Iraqi civilians passed by the hide 
kit. Shortly after 1400, a young girl and her 
grandfather strolled by the hole. 

The girl stopped and looked. Apparently 
she didn’t like what she saw. 

Although Sims had brought along 
different colors of paint to camouflage the 
canvas tarp, he later observed that it's hard 
to put something in someone's backyard 
and not have them notice it. 

Suddenly, the little girl and her 



Jim Crisafulli describes agressive, bold 
maneuver his Blackhawk made to go up 
and over power lines like an Olympic high 
jumper. Photo: Dale B. Cooper 

grandfather sat down at the edge of the 
hole. That’s when Sims turned to Torbett 
and told him to get them. 

“He and I both busted out and dragged 
them into the hole before they could 
scream,” Sims said. 

While Sims and Torbett pulled the old 
man and his granddaughter into the hole, 
Tabron was on the radio telling Lieutenant 
Colonel Roger Watson, the SF liaison with 
XVIII Airborne Corps at SOCCE (Special 
Operations Command and Control 
Element), that their position had been 
compromised. Tabron asked headquarters 
to send an emergency exfiltration team, on 
the double. 

In the meantime, Sims and Torbett had 


their hands full trying to calm the old man 
down. “I also had to calm all of us down,” 
said Sims, “because we were ready to 
kill him.” 

Speaking to him in Arabic, Sims asked 
the sheepherder where the Iraqi soldiers 
were. The old man replied, “About a klick 
down the road,” but Sims knew better. 
Intelligence placed enemy troops about 
15 to 20 miles down Highway 8. 

By the time Sims got the old man 
calmed down, a crowd of about 20 people 
had gathered around the hole. 

“The Americans, they’re here!” 
shouted the old man. At this point, Sims 
said he realized there was no sense in 
slaughtering civilians. This wasn’t what he 
was sent into Iraq to do, so he let the old 
man and his granddaughter go. 

Now What? 

“All we wanted to do was pack up and 
get out,” Sims recalled. But the old man 
wouldn't let them just walk away. 

Fifteen minutes after Sims let him go, 
the sheepherder had hurried back to his 
village, gotten a hunting rifle, returned and 
begun firing at the Green Berets as they 
moved down a ditch trying to make it to 
their extraction point. 

^ W /H\ fl e wante d t0 run, but there 
\V/\V/ was nowhere to run to,” 
U XJ Sims remembered stop¬ 
ping about 600 meters from the hide site. 
He had turned to his buddies and said, 
“Boys, we’re going to defend this 
property.” 

The irrigation ditch was about 3 feet 
deep, with berms on either side. “Defensi¬ 
ble,” Sims pronounced, surveying what 
would become a bloody battlefield. 

To the south of the three Green Berets 
was an Iraqi village. To their rear, or north, 
was what Sims called “the killing field,” 
about 2,000 meters of open land, over 
which no one in their right mind would 
run. To the left, or west, were a series of 
buildings, scrub brush and ditches. About 
600 yards to their right, or east, was 
Highway 8, a high-speed avenue of ap¬ 
proach. It was to the north and east that 
Sims deployed his men to wait. 

Thirty minutes after the old man began 
taking pot shots at them with a hunting 
rifle, a bus began off-loading Iraqi soldiers 
on the highway in front of them. Sims 
knew his team was dead if the Iraqis 
reached a pair of ditches that lay running 
toward his position; he ordered his men to 
open fire. 

Some enemy soldiers never knew what 
hit them. Sims is a Class A sniper, and a 
graduate of almost every school the mili¬ 
tary has to offer; he in turn had trained his 
men well in long-range sniping. Torbett 
killed one Iraqi soldier by putting the 
crosshairs of his 4X Blits telescopic sight 
on the man’s head and squeezing the 
trigger. Most of the Iraqis were dropped 
dead in their tracks at 600 meters or more. 

Sims cautioned his men to make every 
shot count. 
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Despite murderous fire being directed 
against them, the Iraqis managed to get on 
line and tried to come up the two ditches at 
Sims, but the enemy lacked leadership. 

Only Iraqi Legs 

“If an agressive squad of 82nd Airborne 
soldiers had been coming up those ditches, 
they would have had us in about 
15 minutes,” Sims noted, “but their [the 
Iraqis] heart just wasn’t in it.” 

ust when it looked like Sims, Torbett 
and Tabron were improving their 
odds of survival, two more busloads 
of Iraqi soldiers arrived on the scene; 
however, this time help was overhead. 

“Thirty minutes after the shooting 
started, we had an F-16 dropping 1,000- 
pounders [bombs] and improved cluster 
bombs on the Iraqis,” Sims said. “He [the 
pilot] killed at least a platoon — 50 or 60 
Iraqis who were trying to use sheepherders 
as human shields.” 

When the F-16 was forced to depart 
the area low on fuel and out of 
munitions, the Iraqis regrouped and 
moved in for the kill. “There was one 
guy who got up on a building behind 
us and started waving his hands like a 
traffic cop, directing troops toward our 
position,” Sims recalled, “but he 
didn't last long — I took him out at 
about 500 meters.” 

It was clear to the trio that if they 
were to have any chance of survival, 
they would have to kill the Iraqis’ 
leaders before enemy troops could be 
organized and deployed effectively. 

“If they had ever gotten in those 
two ditches, they could have gotten 
us,” Sims said. But the enemy never 
reached the ditches. The SF snipers 
began stacking up dead Iraqis like 
cordwood. 

Why did the Iraqis keep coming in 
the face of certain death? Sims thought 
later they were spurred on by a bounty 
offered for American soldiers, dead or 
alive. 

The battle at Quasam al Hamash 
began in broad daylight and lasted 
until almost dark (1630 local), when 
Sims' team was successfully extracted 
by helicopter under heavy enemy fire. 

We Own The Night 

“We had to hold out until dark,” 
Sims said, “because we owned the 
night.” Even though Iraqis outnumbered 
the Americans 50-to-l, they weren’t 
stupid. Sims figured they would back off 
after dark. 

When Chief Warrant Officer 4 Jim 
Crisafulli, 38, a veteran Army aviator from 
Baraboo, Wisconsin, got word an SF team 
was in trouble, he was under his 
Blackhawk, the Lady Godiva , with wrench 
in hand at Rahfa, a small fixed-wing 
staging field on the Saudi-Kuwaiti border. 

His crew had flown an ACROSS-FLOT 
(Across Forward Line of Troops) mission 
on 23 February, the night before, so they 


didn't expect to be tapped for another 
mission until the following night; but 
suddenly, a lieutenant in the 160th Special 
Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) 
came running across the pad yelling, 
“We’ve got a mission! We’ve got to go 
now ... no time for preplanning.” 

Crisafulli hopped into the cockpit of his 
Blackhawk with his flight suit unzipped 
and tied around his waist. Along with 
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Randy Stephens 
from Savannah, Georgia, Crisafulli began 
pre-flighting his ship. Just down the pad. 
First Lieutenant Mike Miller and Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 Chris Durkin began 
spooling up their Blackhawk, but smoke 
began belching from its No. 1 engine, so it 
had to be shut down. 

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Richard 
Detrick, ground-security team leader for 
the emergency exfiltration mission, 
wasted no time hopping off the crippled 
bird and jumping into Crisafulli’s ship. 


“It was SOP that all rescue missions 
were two-ship flights. However, that 
wasn’t the case this time,” Detrick said. 

Crisafulli’s crew was told they would 
have an A-I0 protecting them through 
their entire flight, but the Warthog never 
showed up, “and we wound up with 
everything hanging out, just like the recon 
team we were going after,” Detrick 
recalled. 

There were three other men in the back 
of Lady Godiva , including Sergeant First 
Class Gordon Hopple, a ground-security 
team member, who like Detrick not only 


provided additional firepower with his 
M-203, but also was to assist any wounded 
on the ground. 

“Gordie and I each carried a double 
basic load for our Ml6s and 9mm pistols, 
plus four fragmentation grenades each. 
Gordie also carried extra 40mm ammo for 
his 203. Our combat vests weighed more 
than 45 pounds with everything on them. 
In our ‘butt packs,’ which were attached to 
our vests, we carried an IV kit just in case 
someone needed it. Under our desert 
BDUs we wore our flak vests,” 
Detrick noted. 

Prior to launching. Hopple and Detrick 
removed four windows from the aircraft so 
they could have unobstructed fields of fire 
during the flight. 

Lashing Down For The Firestorm 

Because they knew their pilots would be 
making some radical moves. Rich and 
Gordie tied themselves to an anchor point 
in the helicopter’s floor with a 12-foot 
rope sling, so they wouldn’t be thrown 
out of the open windows 
and doors. 

The two other men in the chopper’s 
rear were crew chiefs, Staff Sergeant 
Bruce Willard and Private First Class 
Todd Diffenderfer; both manned six- 
barreled 7.62mm mini-guns. 

On a rescue mission like this one, 
it’s comforting to know you’ve got 
additional firepower. “When these 
people [ground security teams] are put 
on a weapon, you know their target is 
going to fall,” said Crisafulli, who 
was glad Detrick had come along. 
“We were expecting fire at the border 
[Iraq], because the night before 
[23 February] we had been shot at 
pretty heavily during the ACROSS- 
FLOT mission.” 

When Lady Godiva crossed the 
border, she was belly down on the 
deck, about 10 feet off the sand 
traveling at about 145 knots, or 
170 mph.“Nine-seventy-one [tail 
number of the aircraft] couldn’t go 
any faster,” remembered Crisafulli, 
who ran yellow cubes on the engine, 
pulling the limits of its power. On the 
flight “in and out” of Iraq, Detrick 
and Hopple covered the blind spots. 

“As the pilots approached 
suspected danger areas, they would 
call out a clock position, and those of 
us in the back would train our weapons in 
that direction,” Detrick said. 

The crew saw several enemy vehicles as 
they blew across the border, but no one 
remembers taking hostile fire. Lady 
Godiva was going so fast they couldn’t 
have heard gunfire anyway. And besides, 
tracer fire is hard to detect during day¬ 
light hours. “We knew we had a long ways 
to go [240 nautical miles, with zigzags 
around known enemy concentrations], and 
didn’t have a lot of ability fuel-wise to jog 
around any unanticipated bad guys,” 
Crisafulli recalled. 




Crisafulli and crew left Rahfa in an instant 


to penetrate some 200-plus nautical miles 


into Iraq and rescue Sims’ SF team, pinned 


down at their traffic monitoring site at 


Guasam al Hamash. near Baghdad. 
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l—i piJhis mission was very personal for 
the crew, because they knew Jeff 
LI Sims and his men. Crisafulli*s unit, 
the 160th, had worked with guys from 5th 
Group before, so the trapped team mem¬ 
bers were well known by the “Night 
Stalkers 1 ' who rushed to their rescue. 
While Crisafulli flew the bird, Stephens 
punched in the numbers needed to make 
their flight as rapid as possible. 

Best Chopper Pilot In The Army 


we were cutting across, 5 ' Crisafulli said, 
“But we just hoped they weren't quality 
enemy who could successfully engage 
us. 11 The crew could see the bad guys 
straight out their Blackhawk's windows as 
they cut across the desert on the deck. 
“Bizarre as it may seem, we could also see 
people [Iraqis] waving at us as we flashed 
by. However, most of the people dived to 
the ground.” 

Crisafulli had a close call. His 
helicopter almost collided with a donkey 
as he dropped over a sand dune at a height 
of about 5 feet. But Lady Godiva had to 
climb to 20 feet when she crossed the 
Euphrates, because of water spray the 
Blackhawk’s blades were sucking up from 
the river. 

The chopper descended to 10 feet as it 
approached the spot where Sims and his 
team were fighting for their lives. 

The team was pinned down on the north 
side of some high-tension wires. At first, 
Crisafulli thought he could fly under them, 
but when Stephens yelled, “Small wires 
underneath!” Crisafulli decided to go up 
and over the wires like an Olympic high 
jumper. An aggressive move, but a 
good one. 

When you’re doing 135 mph in a cyclic 
climb, it can really shoot a helicopter high, 
so Crisafulli dropped power and de- 
accelerated as he approached the wires, 
and then rotated the fuselage over the 
wires — which threw everyone in the back 
to the ceiling. 

They're Shooting At Us! 



A grinning- <3 reetxWe® irThns-'cjQV^r^ 
Tabron and To rb eft. 

Lady Godiva. Doorgunner provides 
covering lire with mini-gun**$jfi 
CW2 Rob Wentz " 


“Randy’s the best chopper pilot in the 
Army,” Crisafulli said. “He did the 
thinking while I did the flying.” Before 
hostilities broke out, Crisafulli and 
Stephens had practiced carrying each other 
a half-mile on their shoulders.“We knew 
we had to get that far away from our 
helicopter, in case we were ever shot down 
or forced down behind enemy lines.” 

Stephens, at 6 feet 4 inches, had gotten 
the better end of the deal. He had no 
problem picking up his little buddy, but 
Crisafulli was ragged out after hauling his 
200-pound friend, the “Beastman,” 
only 200 yards. Fortunately, neither 
Crisafulli nor Slephens had to carry each 
other this time. 

The flight from Rahfa on the Saudi- 
Kuwaiti border was supposed to take 
one hour and 45 minutes, but when 
Crisafulli and Stephens heard the SF team 
was about to be overwhelmed, they took a 
huge shortcut. 

“We knew there was enemy in the area 


Willard and Diffenderfer were 
screaming in the intercom, “They’re 
shooting at us! They’re shooting at us!” 

Detrick remembers seeing muzzle 
flashes and thinking, “This shit is 
serious.” Willard was 
trying to 


starboa 

oa 


bring his mini-guns to bear on the enemy 
below, but negative Gs had him pinned to 
the ceiling. Diffenderfer was hanging onto 
his gun, halfway in, halfway out of the 
jstarboard gun port. 

opple poked his M-203 out the port 
side, trying to nail a vehicle shoot¬ 
ing up at the ship, but the evasive 
maneuvers Crisafulli was taking prevented 
Hopple from taking a shot. 

“As we cleared the wires a second time, 
Gordie and I shoved open both doors, and 
pushed our survival rucksacks aside,” 
Detrick said. 

Sims saw the Blackhawk coming down 
the road rolling up and over a pair of 
100-foot-high power lines: “He was ballet 
dancing with the chopper.” 

At that point — the Iraqis now within 
35 meters of his men — Sims fired his last 
pen-flare to mark his location. 

The white flare arcing upwards at him 
caused Willard to shout, “Missile, port 
side!” Stephens reacted by punching chaff 
until a relieved Willard called out, “No, 
it’s a flare.” 

On the ground, as added insurance, 
Sims stood up in the midst of the firelight 
Hashing an orange panel at the helicopter. 
He didn’t want its crew to miss him in the 
middle of the mayhem. 

“The man’s got huge balls to do 
something like that,” recalled Crisafulli, 
telling of how he pulled up Lady Godiva’s 
nose, rolled her back over the wires again, 
and plummeted to where Sims’ team was 
trapped. 

Crisafulli knew time was running out. 
He had to slam his Blackhawk down as 
close to the irrigation ditch as possible if 
the Green Berets were to get a chance to 
scramble for safety. 

“If we weren’t able to literally land on 
top of them, there was no way they would 
have made it,” said Crisafulli, who put the 
left front tire of his Blackhawk on the lip 
of the ditch. 


Movies Make Rescues Like This 
Seem Easy 

War movies make rescues like this seem 
so easy, but this one was hard on 
Crisafullrs crew, because the SF team was 
about 200 meters on the wrong side of the 
wires from where they were supposed to 
be, grid-wise. This allowed Iraqis to bring 
fire to bear on the Blackhawk as it crossed 
the wires one more time, diving toward the 
ditch at 120 mph. 

The roar of gunfire was deafening as 
Willard and Diffenderfer turned their 
mini-guns on the Iraqis and hosed them 
down. The guns can fire 2,000 or 4,000 
rounds per minute each, depending on 
which rate of fire is selected. 

Once on the ground, Lady Godiva was a 
sitting duck. She sustained multiple hits as 
she provided a sort of shield for the men 
she came to rescue. The aircraft shuddered 
as flight controls, main rotor blades, fuel 
system and fuselage were all damaged by 
gunfire. Someone blasted what looked like 
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a shotgun slug into the flight controls on 
the rotor mast, blowing a hole right 
t hroug h the collective pitch. 

ne of the rounds also passed 
I ) 1 between Diffenderfer, Stephens 
and Crisafulli, although no crew¬ 
men knew it at the time. 

“We found out later that one of the 
rounds missed Gordie’s fully loaded 
203 ammo bandolier by a couple of inches. 
Had it hit one of those 40mm rounds, we 
all could have been history,” Detrick said. 

The situation was even worse outside 
the aircraft. Leaving the relative safety of 
their fighting hole was a leap of faith for 
the three Green Berets. Sims noticed Iraqis 
were churning the ground up with fire as 
Torbett and Tabron scrambled for the 
Blackhawk. 

“Torbett got up and took approximately 
three large steps and dived into my side of 
the aircraft,” Detrick said. While Torbett 
ran a gauntlet of fire to safety, Detrick and 
Diffenderfer provided covering fire. As 
soon as Detrick pulled Torbett into the 
aircraft, he turned around and resumed 
firing his M16. 

“If you had paid attention to the bullets 
being fired at you, you would have never 
gotten on the chopper. You would have 
never tried to run for it, because I had to 
focus on the bird to go to the bird,” Sims 
recalled. 

He and his buddies had made their peace 
with God earlier that day, and had also 
made peace with themselves. They were 
prepared to deal with whatever faced them. 


Photo taken 26 February 1991 at KKMC 
Airfield, Saudi Arabia, after successful 
rescue mission. Extraction occurred at 
approximately 1630 on 24 February. 
Standing left to right are: CW3 Rick Detrick 
(ground-security team leader), CW4 Jim 
“Monk” Crisafulli (pilot), CW3 Randy 
“Beastman" Stephens (pilot), PFCTodd 
“Diff ’ Diffenderfer (crew member and mini¬ 
gunner), Sgt. 1st Class Gordon “Gordie 
Hopple (ground security team member); 
SSgt. Bruce Willard (crew chief and mini¬ 
gunner), Kneeling, left to right, are: MSgt. 
Jeffrey Sims (recon team leader), SSgt. 
Roy Tabron (recon team member), Sgt. 1st 
Class Ronald Torbett (recon team 
member). Rescue aircraft: MH-60 
Blackhawk Tail No. 971. 

Photo: courtesy CW3 Richard Detrick 


But they still wanted to live. 

Having One of My Guys Die ... 

“Having one of my guys die, that’s my 
worst nightmare,” noted Sims, who would 
rather be shot himself than lose one of his 
men. But he didn’t need the SATCOM 
antenna acting like an anchor as he 
scrambled from the ditch and began to run 
toward the chopper. 

After seeing Torbett and Tabron make it 
safely to the helicopter, Sims had crawled 
out of the ditch with a rucksack full of 
sensitive material slung over one shoulder, 
dragging the SATCOM radio with his free 
hand and firing his M16 while he crouched 
and ran for the Blackhawk. 

As Sims cleared the port side mini-gun 


and dived through the open door, he saw 
three Iraqi soldiers rushing the chopper’s 
rear. He shouted to Willard, “Take ’em 
out with the meat cleaver!” 

The 7.62mm mini-gun was appropriat¬ 
ely named, because Willard then literally 
chopped the Iraqi threesome in half at their 
waists, also riddling a gun jeep bearing 
down on the Blackhawk’s blind side. 

Hopple leaped out of the aircraft with an 
MI 6 on his hip, shooting an Iraqi soldier in 
the chest at point-blank range, just off the 
tail on the right side of the helicopter. 

Although Stephens said it took only 
42 seconds from the time Crisafulli rolled 
their Blackhawk over the high-tension 
wires until he slammed it down next to an 
irrigation ditch and picked up Sims, 
Torbett and Tabron — it seemed like days. 

It’s been over a year now since the 
dramatic rescue in Iraq, but Crisafulli has 
no difficulty recalling minute details of the 
mission. Even the smile on Sims’ face 
when he climbed out of that ditch and ran 
for the chopper. 

“He was dragging, ducking, shooting 
and grinning all the way,” said Crisafulli. 
“The smile on Sims’ face was as big as the 
chin bubble on my Blackhawk.” 

Although she was riddled by gunfire, 
with several systems shot out. Lady 
Godiva lifted off the ground and carried 
her crew and three grateful Green Berets 
safely to KKMC — King Khalid Military 
City — in Saudi Arabia, where everyone 

Continued on page 67 
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NO MORE 
SELLOUTS 


| Hanoi—What Happened To Our POWs? 

i 

[A by Colonel Millard "Mike'' Peck, U.S. Army, Ret. 



As government officials indicate they 
are ready to being the process of 
“normalizing" relations with Vietnam , 
many people familiar with the POW/MIA 
issue are speaking up to state their opposi¬ 
tion to any such move. In a 24 October 
1991 press conference held at the SOF 
offices, Colonel Millard “Mike" Peck , 
former head of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency's special office for POW/MIAs, 
made the following statement: 


I n a pronouncement made last Wednes¬ 
day, Secretary of State James Baker 
indicated that the United States is 
prepared to begin the process for normali¬ 
zation with Vietnam. He further stated that 
the pace and scope of normalized relations 
will be dependent upon Hanoi’s coopera¬ 
tion in resolving the POW/MIA issue. 

The sad fact is that neither Vietnam, 
Laos, nor the Vietnamese surrogate gov¬ 
ernment in Cambodia have ever been 
forthcoming or helpful in solving this 
mystery for the past 18 years. 

Since the end of U.S. military in¬ 
volvement in Indochina, the Vietnamese 
government has used the POW/MIA issue 
to further its own strategic and political 
pursuits, because it is the one issue 


Captain Mike Peck, left, with VC he 
captured in Kai-lag District, Long An 
province, after Tet ’68, Peck was company 
commander of C Co., 2/39th, 9th Div. 


guaranteed to bring the United States 
back to the bargaining table — since 
public opinion has forced the government 
to tout the problem as one of America’s 
“highest national priorities.” 

For years, the United States has been 
involved in “joint investigations” with 
the Vietnamese, in which the crash sites of 
U.S. warplanes have been excavated and 
examined by U.S. and Vietnamese re¬ 
searchers. Throughout these joint investi¬ 
gations, which included the “Vessey 
discrepancy cases,” the representatives 
from Hanoi proved to be duplicitous and 
dishonest throughout. 

They took the U.S. investigators to 
staged crash sites, withheld key witnesses, 
introduced sources who had obviously 
been coached, denied the United States 
access to nearby museums and military 
facilities, and generally manipulated the 
entire effort to suit their own political 
machinations. Remains that were returned 
during this period were largely unilateral 
give-backs, which showed evidence of 
long-term storage. 


The experience in Laos, although adver¬ 
tised as a great success, has been even 
worse in terms of results. One of the 
little-known facts which seem never to be 
discussed is the exorbitant amount of U.S. 
tax dollars expended in this charade. 

United States intelligence agencies have 
long known of the existence of a repository 
containing the skeletal remains of hun¬ 
dreds of United States servicemen, who 
died at some time while in the hands of the 
Vietnamese. This facility is dubbed “the 
Warehouse,” and every time the United 
States does something “nice” or makes a 
gesture of which Hanoi approves, they 
reward us by turning over some of their 
“off the shelf” boxes of remains. 

Selling back the remains of an adver¬ 
sary’s soldiers is not only contrary to the 
Laws of War, but contrary to the laws of 
decency and humanity. Yet, rather than 
challenging them on this and making firm 
demands — as we seem so fond of doing to 
the Iraqis — the United States government 
has rewarded the gang in Hanoi by 
opening an “Information Seeking Office” 
there, to dig around in the archives in an 
“effort” orchestrated by the same officials 
who led our investigators around the 
countryside digging up water buffalo 
wallows. 

Prior to opening this office, which 
appears to be nothing more than a precur¬ 
sor to a consulate, and then an embassy, 
the U.S. government turned over to the 
Vietnamese the salient details contained in 
the records of all the missing men listed as 
“discrepancy cases.” These documents 
outlined the extent of our knowledge 
concerning each case, as well as how we 
obtained the information. 

Accompanying this was a detailed brief¬ 
ing on exactly how the United States 
conducts POW/MIA investigations and 
analyses. The rationale for giving away 
these classified files was to “hold nothing 
back, so as to gain the trust and confidence 
of the Vietnamese” — presumably in the 
hope that they would reciprocate. My 
question is: Why wasn’t that tried in 
Panama and Iraq? And of course, the 
answer is that anyone knows such a plan 
will not work. 

Continued on page 70 
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LAUCK’S 

LETHAL ,45S 


Wyoming Gunsmith’s Custom 
Combat Conversions 


by SOF Staff 


T HERE are many shingles flapping in 
the wind for the gunsmith trade, 
particularly for “custom” pis- 
tolsmiths. There are tinkerers under shade 
trees and in basements and garages; there 
are parts exchangers, and there are hacks 
and butchers flying blind without a clue 
how bad their work really is. 

Fewer and farther between there are true 
pistolsmiths with a talent and passion for 
their work, who not only are proficient 
technicians in their trade, but who know 
what good is because they are combat 
shooters themselves. One of these few-and- 
far-between combat pistolsmiths is Dave 
Lauck, proprietor of D & L Sports, in 
Gillette, Wyoming. 

Dave stresses practical machinery first, 
aesthetics second — but a perusal of any of 
his work will show both the beauty of 
functional design and the beauty of talented 
and careful workmanship. If art is defined 
as something that has acceptable form, then 
Dave’s metal checkering has to rate as 
world-class art — but the precision with 
which he tools the outside of a custom .45 
is primarily of interest because it is a 
reflection of the nearly flawless work- 


Optical sights, becoming more popular with 
competition shooters, are also available 
from Lauck’s custom shop. 



manship he dedicates to the guts of the gun 
that will never see daylight. A ‘"practical” 
shooter himself, Dave specializes in the 
most practical side arm ever — the Ml911 
Colt and its variants. Lauck is a formally 
trained, certified armorer with over 20 
years experience in that profession. He is 
also a veteran peace officer, having served 
as a SWAT countersniper, SWAT team 
member, and as a SWAT and duty armorer. 
He has a basket of ribbons from shooting 
competitions such as the SOF World 
Championship Three-Gun Matches, the 
NRA 600-yard countersniper match and the 
S.D.H.P. Two-Gun Combat Match, and he 
is a NRA certified instructor for pistol, 
shotgun and rifle, holding a distinguished 
expert rating. This combination of technical 
and practical skill makes Dave a pis- 
tolsmith whose advice, and work, is worthy 
of a customer’s trust in an arena where 
there is no room for excuses. 

Dave’s shop is a one-at-a-time truly 
custom operation, offering the whole gamut 
of custom .45 work, from basic work to 
enhance accuracy and reliability for street 
carry, to the wild and exotic specially 
rebuilds for special duty or the rapid-fire 
gong shooting. And all shades in between. 

As any accomplished shooter (and gun¬ 
smith) will, Dave has his own carefully 
considered opinions as to what features and 
options are really appropriate — opinions 
well worth soliciting — but Dave can 
custom-build or install whatever the cus¬ 
tomer wants. And although top-notch work 
on M1911 pistols is a specialty, it is by no 
means the limit of what Dave does. Custom 
versions of the AR15 rifle for practical 
shooting and countersniping are also grist 
for his mill, but with reservations: Dave 
does not work on junk firearms of any kind 
— handguns or rifles — and he does not 
work on Title II firearms. 

Lauck is also an accomplished author of 
a number of magazine articles, and of the 



PRACTICAL 

PISTOL 


0 1 SPOR'IS 


Special presentation .45, Dave Lauck’s 
book, presented as awards in SOF 3-Gun 
Match last September. 


book Practical Pistol , a Guide Book for 
Self-Defense and Practical Combat/ 
Competition Shooting. Dave’s approach to 
guns is pretty enlightened. When he shares 
an opinion, he tells you why he thinks as he 
does, and his reasoning is based on personal 
knowledge and experience —refreshing. 
He leaves room in his reasoning, and 
gunsmithing, for other options. He, like 
many of us, favors the .45 Colt autoloader 
for very specific, practical and sound 
reasons, not because he is ignorant of 
anything else. 

In short, Lauck’s custom pistolsmithing 
operation is pretty much like the M1911 
Colts he specializes in: proven, reliable, 
honest. No bull. Probably none measurably 
better. 

For information on Lauck’s pis¬ 
tolsmithing services or his book, he may be 
contacted at D & L Sports, Box 651, 
Gillette, WY 82717; 307-686-4008.^ 
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Buiprint 

_ FOR 

Breakthrough 


by “Diogenes” 



Editor’s Note: The author of this article 
is an investigator widely regarded as one 
of this nation's foremost specialists on 
Southeast Asian cases. He has high-level 
experience with Congressional investiga¬ 
tions , is intimately involved with the U.S. 
intelligence community and advises at the 
national policy level . 

He is fluent on POW/MIA issues (he has 
recovered identified remains, knows the 
game and the players ), has an insider's 
knowledge on the status of current Con¬ 
gressional efforts and U.S. policy toward 
Vietnam , and has traveled in Vietnam 
within the past 12 months. 

When asked to informally comment on 
a “best case” scenario — how he would 
proceed if asked to investigate POW/MIA 
cases — he responded by first telling us 
that , among the small circle of pre-eminent 
Southeast Asian specialists, POW/MIA 
cases are the “kiss of death/' and the best 
people in the field *'avoid the issue like the 
plague .” Still, he has what he calls a 
"self-destructive interest” in POW/MIA 
cases, and when pressed for further details 
offered his conclusions, which he charac¬ 
terized as a "technical response . ” 

S tripped to their fundamentals, pris¬ 
oner-of-war and missing-in action 
cases arising from America’s inter¬ 
vention in Vietnam are properly catego- 


A 

Professional 
Looks at How 
The Senate 
Select Committee 
Should Resolve 
The POW/MIA 
Issue 

rized as a form of archival investigation 
displaying a significant, unique political 
component. 

By “archival investigation” I refer to 
the class of investigative effort that seeks 
to reconstruct events through recourse to 
collection and analysis of documentary 


evidence, forensic evidence and a cycle of 
interviews with surviving participants. 

An investigation becomes archival in 
nature when the period of time between the 
target event and the instant investigation 
encompasses one or more generations of 
participants. Such investigations are char¬ 
acterized by the attrition of participants, 
either through retirement, infirmity or 
death; the generation of records (i.e., 
“institutional memory”), frequently ac¬ 
companied by the dispersal of records 
away from their place of origin; breaks in 
the chain of forensic evidence; interstitial 
investigative effort; and, in plain language, 
a muddy trail that has grown cold. 

Each of the delimiting factors noted 
above present special challenges to the 
investigator. He meets these challenges by 
first placing himself back in time and then 
working his way forward, noting the small 
troves of information available at each 
juncture. These troves are then catego¬ 
rized, both as to source and content, and on 
the basis of these categorizations he builds 
a fact pattern that ultimately enables him 
to reconstruct “what really happened.” 

As applied to Southeast Asian POW/ 
MIA cases, the process should ideally 
begin with close appraisal of the manner in 
which prisoners were administered in the 
several affected locales. Obviously, every 
prisoner represented intelligence potential. 
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The captors will have reduced their efforts 
to exploit this potential to some documen¬ 
tary base, which may or may not be 
obviously extant. This documentary base 
will be decentralized and, with the passage 
of time, fragmented. It will not be uniform, 
nor will it be chronologically perfected. 
But it will exist. The investigator’s first 
step, therefore, is to recognize the exis¬ 
tence of such a base, locate its compo¬ 
nents, collate its components and examine 
their content. 

aving collated the baseline 
documentation, and performed a 
rudimentary analysis of content, 
the investigator next seeks to identify the 
authors and their cohorts. Once identified, 
he attempts to locate them for the purpose 
of conducting interviews. Some will be 
available, some will not. They will vary in 
credibility and in acuity of memory. 
Despite the unevenness, a pattern will 
emerge. The investigator integrates this 
pattern into his analysis of the baseline 
data, leading to collateral investigation 
designed to prove or disprove each investi¬ 
gative postulate. 

The Next Step 

This exhausts the primary data. The 
investigator now turns to secondary 
sources. He examines available 
information and intelligence in other areas 
or nations, following essentially the same 
steps he followed in Southeast Asia. He is 
careful to note contradictions born of 
operative assumptions at the time the data 
was generated. He takes careful note of the 
environment of the times. He factors in the 
“fog of war/’ He notes the selective 
character of the data-collection efforts of 
the period. He may even wish to attempt 
provisional grading of his sources and 
their reliability (an attempt which he does 
not yet extend to the primary data). 

This exhausts the secondary data. The 
investigator now proceeds to assemble, 
collate and analyze available forensic 
evidence. In essence, he wants to see if the 
forensic traces match the historical 
account. 

For example: The data points to a 
holding facility that housed prisoners for 
six months in 1967. The facility was razed 
in 1976. The site of the facility is known. 
Is evidence produced through examination 
of the facility’s site consistent with the 
account of its operation? Digging a crash 
site is another order of forensic collection, 
one that is ideally reserved for the 
concluding phase of an individual 
investigation which displays gross 
anomalies with all other available data. 

When the forensic collection and 
analysis are complete, the investigator 
performs a complete data integration 
exercise, developing his final categories. 
Then, and only then, does he break his 
investigation to individual cases, based on 
names, dates and places. 

We pause to consider that current 
POW/MIA practice is based on taking an 


individual case and, practically speaking, 
working backward. This is not the way we 
work cold homicides. This is not the way 
we work serial killings. This is not even 
the way we work a garden-variety missing 
person case. Why then do we work 
POW/MIA cases — cases that have 
superficial features in common with those 
just noted — in such an illogical fashion? 

While I am on the theme, I want to raise 
something that will undoubtedly give 
some offense. Why do we consider these 
cases worthy of military attention? True, 
the events under examination took place in 
a military context. But I am reminded of a 
phrase from an old paper generated by the 
behavioral sciences people at CIA: “The 
native is the data; he cannot also be the 
evaluation.” 

I personally feel these cases would be 
better served by replacing the specializing 
military investigators with criminal 
investigators having homicide experience; 
permitting the latter to evaluate the former 


as another source, and filling in 
environmental or procedural gaps. (Quite 
possibly a military homicide investigator 
would represent the best of all choices.) 

Dealing With Outside Factors 

The political component of these cases 
cannot be ignored. The operational 
environment is indelibly colored by the 
“politics of the piece.” Southeast Asian 
POW/MIA-type cases are characterized by 
extreme levels of interference from 
individuals and institutions who really 
have no business near the issue. Some are 
well meaning, some are not. Taken 
together, they create a highly 
counterproductive operational milieu that 
prevents the professional from going about 
his tasks in a methodical fashion. 
Investigations start and stop on political 
whim, in response to this or that pressure 
group, personality or institutional agenda. 

This really translates to a tragedy for the 
families involved. We all know that when 
a dog begins howling in the night, other 
dogs in the neighborhood began howling 
in sympathy. Not being well-versed in the 
language of dogs, we cannot know if they 
howl knowingly or intelligently. 
Nonetheless, we hear the dogs howding 
and we draw our guard, fearing that the 
dogs know something we do not. 

I once had occasion to do some howling 


of my own. I developed a lead that led me 
to recover fragments of the mortal remains 
of a U.S. Air Force officer. Although the 
affair was shrouded in secrecy and 
intrigue, I did what I thought decency 
demanded and (when I returned from 
Laos) located the gentleman’s wife. I 
telephoned her and, with some 
embarrassment, explained who I was and 
why I called her, and then proceeded to 
give her a full account of what I had done, 
why I had done it, and what the result was. 
Perhaps I am naive, but I confess to being 
shocked by her reaction. 

“Oh, Mr.-she exclaimed, 

her voice choked with emotion, “you are 
the first person who ever told me all of 
these things. You are the first person who 
ever explained anything to me like a 
human being.” 

I had done precious little. I merely told 
her that her husband had been shot down at 
such-and-such a place; that such-and such 
an immediate response was given; that 


those efforts at the time were futile; that 
years later, the crash site was uncovered; 
that a disingenuous band of indigenous 
opportunists exploited what they found; 
that I heard of the matter; that I went 
skulking across a border or two, grabbed 
what I could and did the right thing. In 
Asia, this is the sort of thing one does 
between drinks, yet it seemed so 
monumental to the woman, and she was so 
pitifully grateful, that I began to wonder 
how well-served by the U.S. bureaucracy 
are these families of the absent. 

y leaping extension, this leads me 
to the “Blame the Vietnamese 
Syndrome.” The uncouth among 
us want to raise hell with Vietnam because 
“Vietnam” is what they remember the 
fuss was all about. They vaguely know the 
United States does not have diplomatic 
relations with Vietnam, and with an equal 
if not excessive vagueness, believe the 
Vietnamese are “holding out.” 

They fail to recognize that the United 
States has something approaching normal 
diplomacy with Laos; that the bulk of the 
most troublesome POW/MIA cases are 
Laotian-based; that the Lao have a concept 
of “truth” rather unusual in contrast to our 
culturally specific conventions, and that in 
Vietnamese parlance, a “Laotian prom¬ 
ise” is market slang for a goddamned lie. 

All of the horsepower of big govern- 




This is not the way we work cold 
homicides. This is not the way we 
work serial killings. This is not even 
the way we work a garden-variety 
missing person case. 
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merit is directed 
to Vietnam. We 
could say, with 
equal measure of 
grace and truth, 
that while one is 
emotionally pre¬ 
conditioned to 
empathize with 
the notion of 
“American hos¬ 
tages' ’ — in a 
very real sense, 
60 million Viet¬ 
namese are being held hostage by some 
2,000 American families. 

W e have Vietnam politically 
linked to Laotian and Cambo¬ 
dian excess, and we are telling 
the Vietnamese that we won’t help them 
resolve their domestic diplomacy until 
they help us resolve ours. The current 
“road map” for U.S.-Vietnam restoration 
is linked to Cambodian and (to a lesser 
extent) Laotian misadventure, as if Viet¬ 
nam were the arbiter of Indochina. 

1 often wonder why that is — I often 



In a very real sense, 

60 million Vietnamese are 
being held hostage by some 
2,000American families. 



wonder how real that is. I often wonder 
why we don’t get awfully stiff with the 
Laotians who, after all, are facilitating 
many tons of opium into world markets, 
who have a spate of unresolved American 
military deaths, and who historically give 
very little in the way of satisfaction. 

There was a marvelous article by a chap 
named Gerard Calla (See “POW/MIA,” 
Nov. ’91.) — really the best thing I have 
ever seen — which describes the micro- 
process eloquently. 

The macro-process is quite another 
thing. We now have a Senate leadership 
committee thundering on the issue, staffed 
with an odd assortment of Asia hands, 
seemingly directed to domestic diplomacy 
in anticipation of U.S.-Vietnamese state¬ 
craft. saying nothing to the meat of the 
trouble. 

We can alternately damn and praise the 
personalities involved in this — they run 
the gamut from a Boston prosecutor to a 
Thai-leavened Peace Corps idealist, to a 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) burn¬ 
out case, to a mad historian — but that is 
tantamount to treating the symptom and 
not the disease. The issue of who looks at 
this mess is infinitely insignificant com¬ 
pared to the how. 


The Senate effort does not contemplate 
any visits to Vietnam. They have a table of 
domestically focused categories to follow, 
and that is as far as they will go. They will 
hear the whistle-blowers, the defectors, the 
activists, the “POW/MIA Inc.” issue- 
riders, the fabricators and the conspiracy 
theorists. When they are done, all who are 
of a mind to do so will be able to sit back 
and say, “We have thoroughly examined 
the matter and here is the truth.” 

The Role And Reality 
Of Senate Investigations 

If we view this strictly in a domestic 
light, it will have been money and time 
well-spent and the issue well-served. We 
cannot and should not extend that article of 
belief to the greater notion that we will 
know anything more about the fate of the 
absent than we already know. The Senate 
show is a circular exercise in rhetoric. 
Nothing more, nothing less. 

By all accounts, the Senate 
investigation is bumping its head on the 
ceiling of national security; tail-chasing 
with the obligatory Soviet tale-teller, 


heedlessly bashing itself against the glass 
palace like a disoriented sparrow smashing 
itself against a windowpane. They cannot, 
and should not, be expected to resolve any 
POW/MIA cases. 

And if they don’t do it, who should? The 
narrow political component should be 
confined to what it really is: one of the 
modalities of U.S.-Vietnamese relations. 
One assumes that if the Vietnamese were 
properly approached and appropriately 
motivated, they could set the entire issue 
right in a matter of a few months. This in 
fact is what seems to be happening right 
now. Whether it is “done right” or “done 
fast enough” is a matter open to individual 
interpretation. 

One Possible Plan 

If I were asked to play this game, my 
first step would be to recruit a 12-man 
team consisting of two British homicide 
detectives, two interrogators (civilian, not 
military), two archivists, an 
anthropologist, and archaeologist, a 
forensic scientist, a document examiner 
and a linguist (not an interpreter, mind 
you, but a linguist: the reason given 
below). 

I would want to handle any analytical 


tasks myself. (Of course we would need 
stenographers, transcribers and support 
staff as well). I would equip the team with 
cameras, tape recorders, a powerhouse 
Macintosh computer system with a 
scanner, and whatever other tools of the 
trade they might need. 

I would decamp to Hanoi with nothing 
else in hand. No lists of the missing, no 
extracts of earlier investigations, no 
political agenda and no preconceptions. 

I would set the archivists loose, hunting 
records I can anticipate the Vietnamese 
would offer with splendid cooperation. 
After all, when the POW/MIA issue is 
disposed of, a U.S. Embassy will 
magically appear in Hanoi and a 
Vietnamese Embassy will appear in 
Washington. (A former legal secretary of 
some prominence in the POW/MIA issue 
recently stated that anyone who believes 
normalization with Vietnam will resolve 
the POW/MIA issue obviously doesn’t 
know the situation. Really, this woman’s 
ignorance is appalling. One assumes she 
has a forum because she has a 
constituency. The 500,000 registered U.S. 
voters in the Southeast Asian community 
are also a constituency that can control two 
[or possibly more] key Congressional 
districts. While some might agree with 
her, many do not). 

As the records arrived, we would scan 
them into the computer. My document 
examiner would have a go at the originals, 
just to see what he could see. Once the 
documents were well-managed, we would 
give the detectives and interrogators 
freedom of movement. As they conducted 
their interviews, the anthropologist would 
be out canvassing the villages or hamlets 
proximate to the holding facilities. 

ach interviewee would be orally 
questioned, and he (or she) would 
also be asked to write out a com¬ 
plete statement in longhand. Our linguist 
would take the written statements and 
subject them to technical evaluation. Then, 
as we narrowed our investigation, the 
archaeologist and our forensic scientist 
would do their stuff. 

It Would Take Serious Work 

Working 12-15 hours daily, seven days 
per week for a year, we could probably 
leave Vietnam with some idea of “what 
happened over there.” 

Decamping to Washington, the team 
would be enlarged with the addition of a 
dozen or so federal investigators. I have a 
preference for GAO (Government 
Accounting Office) investigators and CRS 
(Congressional Research Service) 
researchers. I would probably also have a 
squad from NARS (National Archives and 
Record Service) involved. They would be 
expected to lay waste to the extant U.S. 
records on the issue. We would also 
scratch Canadian, Australian, British, 
French, Korean and Soviet materials by 
way of flourish. 

Having collected and massaged U.S. 
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M any Asia watchers suspected 
President Bush was going to 
announce renewed trade with 
the Vietnamese during his 
recent visit to Singapore, 
while Congressman Steve 
Solarz simultaneously visited Hanoi. 

However, former top Soviet KGB offi¬ 
cial General Oleg Kalugin’s sensational 
revelations that U.S. prisoners of war were 
interrogated by his agents in Vietnam, 
years after Hanoi’s alleged release of all 


U.S. POWs in 1973, may have put a 
damper on such an announcement. 

Reportedly, the Bush administration’s 
Vietnam policy is being greased by U.S. 
oil companies’ money. According to Sen¬ 
ate sources, large campaign donations 
have been promised if trade with Vietnam 
is renewed this year. These sources add 
that U.S. oil companies have informed 
Hanoi they are ready to put as much as 
$1 billion “up front” for oil exploration 
rights in Vietnam. 


Southeast Asia’s oil fields have been 
equated to the North Sea’s, and are 
considered by some as the world’s last- 
known large untapped oil resources. As 
such, petroleum giants Mobil, Shell/Hunt 
Oil, Exxon, Texaco, Amoco, Phillips and 
Conoco are all interested. 

The oil companies aren’t alone, for 
AT & T, along with the Multinational 
Business Development Coalition are 
among those pressuring the Bush admini¬ 
stration for renewed trade and diplomatic 
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The Bush administration recently up¬ 
graded U.S. diplomatic relations with 
communist Laos from “consular” to 
“ambassadorial” because of alleged “ex¬ 
cellent cooperation” by that government 
on the POW/MIA issue. They are about to 
embark on a similar policy of upgrading 
relations with the Vietnamese govern¬ 
ment, based on the same fallacious 
perception. 

According to numerous reports, includ¬ 
ing one by Jack Anderson and Dale Van 
Atta in the 24 June 1991 Washington Post, 
the so-called excellent cooperation by the 
Laotian government has amounted to no 
more than ransoming the remains of MlAs 
for up to $1 million per crash-site visit. 

So far, the Laotians have allowed only 
13 of 253 known sites to be excavated, and 
traveling just one hour outside Vientiane, 
the capital city, requires government per¬ 
mission and the company of paid guides. 

Insurmountable bureaucracy, corruption 
and lack of infrastructure make business in 
any Third World country a risky affair. 
Normalizing relations won’t change this. 


Propaganda billboards may come down 
with communism on the wane, but the 
Vietnamese communist government shows 
no sign of changing its hard line. 

This only encourages Hanoi to make the 
same demands. As with the Laotians, there 
is convincing evidence that the Vietnam¬ 
ese are stonewalling on resolution of the 
POW/MIA issue. 

Coke Bottle Diplomacy 

Another justification used for renewing 
trade and diplomatic relations with Hanoi 
is the rationalization that communism is 
dead. And it is, if you believe the new 
wave of political thinking by many 
political analysts, including some in the 
U.S. State Department and the Bush 
administration. 

They rationalize that it is only a matter 
of time before the few remaining vestigial 
Marxist-Leninist regimes fall. So, the way 
to speed up this process is through 
renewed trade and diplomatic relations, 





relations with Vietnam at the expense of 
the families and friends of POW/MlAs, 
and of human rights for the Vietnamese 
people. 

One billion dollars would keep Viet¬ 
namese communists afloat for some time, 
enabling them to remain obdurate as 
always on the POW/MIA issue. Veterans 
organizations and the American public in 
general must demand of the Bush admini¬ 
stration that this money be put in trust until 
the POW/MIA issue is finally resolved. 


Should The United States 
Normalize Relations 
With Vietnam? 

by Michael Benge 
Photos by Edward Rasen 
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and by flooding these countries with the 
“new missionaries of democracy” — 
capitalistic-minded Americans. When this 
approach was introduced to China several 
years ago it was termed “Coke bottle” 
diplomacy. 

However, Coke bottle diplomacy hasn’t 
worked in China, and it won’t work in 
Vietnam. Similar to missionaries who 
flooded China to convert the heathens to 
Christianity, the missionaries of 
democracy are going to show communist 
unbelievers in Vietnam that the road to 
salvation is capitalism. And according to 
Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.), these 
missionaries to Vietnam will also be able 
to discover the fate of our POW/MIAs in 
the process. 

China’s history has 
either been forgotten or 
is being ignored; despite 
centuries of indoctrina¬ 
tion by evangelic mis¬ 
sionaries, few Chinese 
converted to Christ¬ 
ianity, nor has Coke 
bottle diplomacy worked 
there. The present regime 
is no different from those 
in the past, and if 
democratic changes 
come about in China, or 
in Vietnam, it will be 
through attrition of the 
aging draconian rulers in 
both countries rather than 
by contact with Western products. 

Communism may be on the wane, but 
this doesn’t translate into democracy —for 
many, it may just mean substitution of 
another type of ruthless dictatorial regime 
for communism, such as the military junta 
now in Burma. 

Kalugin’s Surprise Statement 

Kalugin’s surprise statement was made 
during an interview with Jeff McMullen 
on Australia’s “60 Minutes” TV program. 
A second KGB agent interviewed on the 
broadcast revealed that some American 
POWs may have been taken to the Soviet 
Union on regular supply flights from 
Vietnam. 

These revelations were supported by 
retired National Security Agency analysts 
Jerry Mooney and Terry Minarcin, who 
said they intercepted Soviet and 
Vietnamese radio messages indicating 
50 to 75 captured U.S. fliers were flown to 
the Soviet Union for interrogation (San 
Diego Union, 1 December 1991 and The 
New York Times, 8 December 1991). 

Furthermore, a third KGB agent 
interviewed in the Soviet Union stated that 
nine American POWs he interrogated later 
had their throats cut, apparently by the 
North Vietnamese. 

Many are wondering why Kalugin 
would make such claims. Some feel he’s 
just promoting his recently published 
book, but there is a more plausible 
explanation. I believe the KGB learned 


Vietnamese “Colonel” Bui Tin was 
proposing to testify before the U.S. Senate 
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs in 
November 1991 that the Soviet Union had 
interrogated U.S. POWs in Vietnam — 
something the Soviets had previously 
denied. 

The Vietnamese were piqued at the 
Soviets for decreased aid and for betraying 
Marxism-Leninism by recent moves 
toward capitalism and democracy. As a 
dog marks off territory, Kalugin pre- 
empted Bui Tin’s testimony by his 
revelations, adding fuel to the fire by 
allowing one of his agents to reveal that 
nine American POWs questioned by 
Soviets were later murdered by the North 
Vietnamese. 

This put the onus on 
Vietnam and took heat off 
the former Soviet Union, 
now very vulnerable in 
that its remnants seek 
massive aid from the 
United States. Kalugin 
knows Americans well, 
for he served as an 
undercover KGB agent 
under the guise of an 
information/press officer 
at the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington, D.C., for 
several years. 

Kalugin was afraid the 
United States might insist 
that a prerequisite for aid 
would be opening KGB files on U.S. 
POWs moved to the Soviet Union from 
Vietnam, the Korean War and World War 
II. A brilliant calculated hard-liner, 
Kalugin fears democratic-minded 
reformists in the former Soviet Union 
might allow this to happen, as it did to 
some extent after East Germany’s 
collapse. 

More Than A Colonel 

For a colonel, Bui Tin has impressive 
credentials. He is currently editor of the 
communist party newspaper, deputy editor 
of the People’s Army newspaper and a 
high-ranking member of the Vietnamese 
communist party. He also accepted the 
surrender of the South Vietnamese 
government in 1975 and claims to have led 
the invasion into Cambodia, where he 
served as highest-ranking officer there for 
three years. If this is true, it belies his 
alleged rank of a mere colonel. 

Before his testimony to the Senate 
Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs 
this past November, Bui Tin was 
incorrectly introduced by Sen. Kerry as a 
defector from the communist regime in 
Hanoi. Keep in mind, Kerry was a 
prominent member of Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War, has sponsored or co¬ 
sponsored considerable Senate legislation 
favoring Vietnam in the past few years, 
and is an ardent supporter of Coke bottle 
diplomacy for Vietnam (but, 
hypocritically, he disapproves of the 


administration’s China trade policy). 

“Colonel” Bui Tin is no defector, but 
was sent to the West on a mission. Under 
the guise of obtaining U.S. support for 
democratic forces within the Vietnamese 
government, Bui Tin is trying to con the 
Senate and the administration into 
accelerating renewed trade and diplomatic 
relations, in order to curry favor within the 
communist party. If Hanoi can. be 
convinced that his advocacy helped speed 
up this process, he and his particular group 
of Marxists might gain control of the party. 

Kalugin is presently on a Cable News 
Network (CNN)-sponsored tour of the 
United States. In appearances before the 
media, he presents the KGB as a benign 
research organization composed of 
choirboys who had no interest in how U.S. 
pilots, using then-newly developed 
electronic warfare systems, were able to 
successfully avoid the sophisticated SAM 
missile defense of Hanoi — the same 
system used for primary defense of the 
Soviet Union. 

According to records, a disproportionate 
number of U.S. electronic warfare 
specialists known to have survived bailout 
were never released in 1973, compared to 
the number of pilots. The most logical 
explanation is that they were moved into 
the Soviet Union. 

When asked whether U.S. POWs from 
the Korean War and World War II were 
held in the Soviet Union, Kalugin 
flippantly responded there would have 
been no reason to have done so, as it 
already had enough people. However, 
recent releases of French and Japanese 
World War II POWs give more than 
enough reasons to disbelieve this KGB 
disclaimer. 

The Senate Select Committee on POW/ 
MI As received a transcript of the “60 
Minutes” interviews of Kalugin and the 
others this past August, and a tape of the 
program in October. However, reviewing 
statements made by committee member 
— and former POW — Sen. John McCain 
during the November hearings, he seemed 
woefully ignorant of the interviews and the 
claims by Kalugin and his KGB agents 
about interrogating U.S. POWs in 
Vietnam after 1973. 

The French Experience 

The committee didn’t act on this 
information until intense media pressure 
was applied in December, even though 
Kalugin had stated in his August interview 
that he would meet with the committee or 
testify at any time. This negligent lapse 
gave the acting KGB adequate time to 
expunge evidence of U.S. POWs from 
their files. Also, when committee 
researchers finally interviewed Kalugin in 
Moscow, it was reported they failed to ask 
him the names and whereabouts of KGB 
agents who had interrogated the U.S. 
POWs in Vietnam. One might wonder if 
this was a calculated oversight. 

There is growing evidence that U.S. 


Coke bottle 
diplomacy 
hasn’t worked 
in China, and 
it won’t work 
in Vietnam. 
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Relics of America’s war in Vietnam still bear 
grim testimony to our previous involvement. 

POWs were taken to the Soviet Union 
from Vietnam, the Korean War and World 
War II. It is also probable that Hanoi is still 
holding live POWs, not in Vietnam but 
across the border in Laos. According to a 
January 1969 Rand Corp. report, after the 
Geneva agreements ended the French 
Indochina war in July 1954, Vietnamese 
communists continued to hold 9,537 
French POWs confirmed as captured by 
them in Laos. Reportedly, nearly 1,000 
French POWs were returned by the 
Vietnamese communists after 16 years of 
claiming they were holding no prisoners, 
after the French paid ransom in the form of 
foreign aid. Hanoi expects no less from the 
United States. 

As late as 1982, Hanoi was still selling 
remains of French soldiers killed in 
Vietnam to the government of France — 
28 years after the communists had agreed 
to release them. There is ample 
intelligence on Hanoi’s warehousing 
remains of U.S. MIAs. There is also 
forensic proof that these warehoused 
remains are coated to preserve them for 
later release. This leads one to suspect the 
Vietnamese artificially age bones of 
Americans to mask the fact that prisoners 
were murdered after capture and 
imprisonment. Possibly among the 
remains are those of the nine POWs 
mentioned by the KGB agent. 

After the 1973 Vietnam POW release, 
former U.S. Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger promised Hanoi over $4 billion, 
suspected by some to be ransom for 
remaining POWs, This money was never 
given to Vietnam because of its continued 
violations of the Paris peace accords. 

Deplorable Human Rights Record 

Besides the POW/MIA issue, there are 
several other reasons why the United 
States shouldn’t renew trade and 
diplomatic relations with Vietnam at this 

According to proponents of Coke bottle 
diplomacy, flooding Vietnam with 
capitalistic-minded Americans will bring 
down any last vestiges of communism. 


time. Vietnam has a deplorable human 
rights record, probably equaling that of 
China. The International League for 
Human Rights, in their July 1990 report, 
charged the Vietnamese government with 
violating 17 provisions of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
including the rights to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion, and freedom of 
expression, assembly and association. 

In June 1991, AsiaWatch released a 
report listing 52 persons imprisoned in 
Vietnam for expression of religious and 
political beliefs. Some have since died in 
Hanoi’s harsh prison system. 

Vietnam’s communist government also 
practices a form of apartheid against the 
United States’ former allies. Testimony 
from former U.S. Secretary of the Navy 
James Webb last year in hearings chaired 
by Congressman Steve Solarz on renewing 
trade told how former members of the 
South Vietnamese government and 
military, and their families, are treated as 
non-persons with no rights of citizenship 
or access to medical care. 

Montagnards, Amerasians, religious 
associates and their families receive 
similar treatment. When applying for 
reunification with family members in the 
United States under the Orderly Departure 


Program, the relatives must pay a huge 
bribe or their application will be put on the 
bottom of the pile. 

In lobbying for renewed trade with 
Vietnam, AT & T argues that establishing 
telecommunications with Vietnam will 
help our former allies and the families of 
Vietnamese emigrants to the United 
States. Not so! The greatest beneficiary 
would be the communist government, 
much more than the ordinary citizens of 
Vietnam, for this would enable the 
government to coerce its population to 
solicit more American commodities and 
money. 

What AT & T forgets to mention is that 
a reported 50% tax is levied againt people 
by the Vietnamese government on all 
goods and money sent from relatives in the 
United States. 

Next Best Thing To Being There 

Also, the way AT & T presents their 
argument, one assumes the Vietnamese 
have a phone in every home, as we do in 
the United States. Few in Vietnam can 
afford such a luxury. Only communist 
party members or businessmen who pay a 
bribe to the local party would enjoy such a 
privilege. The common citizen would have 
to go to the local post office to receive a 
call from the United States — and this 
would entail paying a considerable bribe. 
Establishing an AT & T link to Vietnam 
would not stop this extortion, and it should 
not come as any surprise that these phone 
conversations are monitored by Hanoi’s 
secret police. 

Nor are investment opportunities as 
lucrative as portrayed by the Multinational 
Business Development Coalition. Besides 
the almost insurmountable bureaucracy, 
corruption and lack of infrastructure, the 
Vietnamese government has no clear 
property rights or system of fair 
adjudication — both musts for large-scale 
investment. 

Continued on page 71 
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T he future of North Ameri¬ 
can sport hunting is being 
threatened by an Arizona 
initiative regarding leg- 
hold traps on public lands, 
which many believe is a 
carefully contrived attack 
on hunting and fishing. 

An initiative drafted by the Arizonans 
for Safety and Humanity on Public Lands 
seeking to outlaw leg-hold traps in Ari¬ 
zona will appear on this November’s ballot 
as Proposition 200. Arizona’s Game and 
Fish Department, along with national 
sportsmen’s organizations, have “red- 
flagged” the proposition because they 
consider it a cleverly written anti-hunting 
initiative camouflaged under vague and 
misleading references to the humane treat¬ 
ment of Arizona’s wildlife. 


Arizona’s state wildlife commissioners 
drew outrage from proposition supporters 
and animal rights activists after issuing a 
public statement charging the initiative “ 
... would establish a state animal rights 
policy which would threaten the rights of 
Arizonans to fish and hunt.” If the 
initiative passes, many national sports¬ 
men’s groups believe it will create an 
agenda for anti-hunting groups 
nationwide. 

In a copyrighted 9 December 1991 
Arizona Republic article, Barry Burkhart, 
the Republic outdoor editor, quoted Gor¬ 
don Whiting of Klondyke, Arizona, (who 
became chairman of the Game and Fish 
Department this past January) as saying, 
“It’s an animal rights initiative, thinly 
veiled as an anti-trapping initiative.” 

Section 2, paragraph 17-301 (D); lines 7, 
8 and 9 of the proposition specifically 
outlaws the use of “ ... any leg-hold trap, 
conibear-style trap of the instant kill or 
body-gripping-type design ..., ” targeting 
the most controversial equipment used 
by trappers. 

Whiting and others are not specifi¬ 
cally concerned about Section 2, 


but rather the wording in Section 1 of the 
initiative; its Declaration of Policy, Par¬ 
agraph B, where the objective is declared 
to be “ ... the intention and desire of the 
people of Arizona to make our public lands 
safe and humane for all creatures ... we 
desire to manage our wildlife and protect 
our property by humane and non-lethal 
methods.” 

Gill Shaw, a Phoenix attorney and 
chairman of the initiative group, said he 
was angered by Whiting’s and the com¬ 
missioners’ charges that the proposition is 
an animal rights agenda, and he categori¬ 
cally denied having any connection with 
animal rights groups. 

“We have not received money from 
these groups,” Shaw said, “nor did we use 
paid signature gatherers. This initiative is 
aimed at making our public lands safer by 
removing dangerous traps, and in no way 
does this initiative ban hunting. In fact, it 
specifically states in 
Paragraph E, lines 14 
and 15, that there are 
no restrictions on the 
taking of wildlife 
with guns or other 
implements in hand.” 
While Shaw claim- 
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Hidden barbs in the language of Proposition 
200 would threaten all hunting, such as this 
successful javelina hunt, despite claims that 
the initiative only targets specific traps. 


‘humane’ and ‘inhumane.’ The com¬ 
mission believes these terms are 
misleading and masking the real issue, 
which is whether fishing, hunting and all 
other consumptive uses of wildlife should 
be prohibited by state policy.” 

Such a goal has been the brass ring for 
every animal rights group. In Arizona, 
sportsmen believe such organizations may 
be about to grab it. 

Arizonans for Wildlife Conservation 
(AWC), a committee organized to 
campaign against Proposition 200, have 
been joined by pro-hunting groups fighting 
the initiative. Rick Story of the Wildlife 
Legislative Fund of America (WLFA) has 
been working on the issue with AWC 
Chairman Frank Riggs. 

“The WLFA has helped us organize the 
ground work,” Riggs said, “but there is a 
lot yet to be done, and then some serious 
fundraising efforts.” 

T erri O’Grady of the National Rifle 
Association has been monitoring 
this situation, and in December 
made a full report to the NRA’s Hunting 
and Conservation Committee, and NRA 
President Richard Riley. Afterwards Riley 
issued the following statement for Gun 
Week and So/d/er of Fortune Magazine. 

“Although the initiative surreptitiously 
attempts to address only trapping, which in 
itself would seriously impede game man¬ 
agement and predator control, its stated 
purpose is to have wildlife harvested in a 
non-lethal manner. How can one hunt or 
use game for food in a non-lethal manner? 

“This initiative would abolish current 
law and deny professional wildlife manag¬ 
ers the ability to sustain and re-introduce 
wildlife as they have successfully done for 
generations.” 

With the NRA and WLFA solidly 
behind the Arizona conservation 
organization, there is hope this 
t initiative will be defeated. Bob 

Saile, the Denver Post's outdoor 
editor, wrote about Proposition 
B 200 in his 20 December 1991 
column, raising important 
questions about the veracity of 


ed his organization is not anti-hunting, 
others disagreed. Arizona Game and Fish 
Commissioner Beth Woodin has warned 
the public to keep a critical eye on 
Proposition 200. Woodin’s wariness of the 
initiative is significant to sportsmen be¬ 
cause her personal philosophy leans to¬ 
ward animal rights. Before being ap¬ 
pointed commissioner, Woodin was in¬ 
volved in the Nature Conservancy and 
both animal and environmental activism. 

Q Q \ /k M hen I look at this [Proposi¬ 
tion 200],” Woodin ob¬ 
served, “l wonder what 
they are really after. I think there is a 
hidden agenda that includes court efforts 
to ban hunting in Arizona.” 

Shaw disagreed. When questioned 
about the initiative’s declaration of policy 
being used as a springboard into court for 
a ban on hunting, he said that notion is 
something trumped up by the wildlife 
department. “Any lawyer who tried to 
take that into court to stop hunting would 
be run out of the courtroom,” Shaw said. 

Mesa, Arizona attorney Jack Simon, a 
former president of the Arizona Wildlife 
Federation, was quoted in the Arizona 
Republic about the initiative’s confusing 
nature, explaining, “Fifty attorneys would 
look at it and say it doesn’t threaten 
hunting and fishing; the 


next 50 would say it does.” 

This confusion is what has officials 
worried. Exactly what will Proposition 
200 outlaw? According to Arizona game 
and fish commissioners, the reference 
within paragraph (E) “ ... that no restric¬ 
tion in paragraph (D) shall prohibit the 
taking of wildlife with guns ... ” refers 
only to paragraph (D) and says nothing 
about paragraph (B), which is under the 
Declaration of Policy. 


No Fishing, Hunting Or Trapping 
In Arizona? 


If Proposition 200 passes, the 
commissioners noted in their official 
policy statement, “ ... enforcement of this 
animal rights policy to manage wildlife 
only by ‘non-lethal methods’ would 
prohibit all recreational fishing, hunting 
and trapping currently enjoyed in 
Arizona.” 

Shaw said the commissioners are really 
attempting to cloud the issue because they 
and the state Game and Fish Department 
are afraid of losing power and position in 
Arizona. 

“This is not an animal rights issue,” 
Shaw insisted. “We want to make our 
public lands safe by eliminating leg-hold 
traps.” He went on to claim many hunters 
he spoke with agreed leg-hold and similar 
traps should be removed from 
i public lands; that traps are the issue, 
not hunting. 

r The Arizona commissioners 

disagreed in their position 
statement, pointing out “ ... the 
drafters of the initiative made 
frequent use of the words 
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Shaw’s organization. 

For example, Saile 
questioned how Propo¬ 
sition 200 supporters 
can suggest trappers 
and government pest- 
control agents catch 
problem animals by 
using live-capture 
baited box traps, fol¬ 
lowed by relocation of 
the offending animal, if 
it's a case of predator 
control. 

Saile pointed out that 
Shaw's inane concept 
of non-lethal wildlife 
management may have 
“boxed*' Proposition 
200 into a corner the 
Arizona voters will not 
let him out of, come 
November. 

Animal Rights 
Hot Spot 

Arizona has bounced to the forefront of 
the animal rights conflict because it is a 
targeted state. When the Humane Society 
of the United States (HSUS), Fund for 
Animals, and their splinter groups 
announced a “hit list"" of states in which 
to seek a ban on trapping and sport 
hunting, it named Arizona, Colorado, 
California and Montana. Animal rights 
groups may feel confident because of the 
urbanization of these state’s populations, 
lthough hunting has been signifi¬ 
cant in these regions’ past (while 
still an important rural activity), 
the concentration of urban residents who 
may have lost touch with outdoor activi¬ 
ties, or moved to Western urban areas from 
Eastern cities, is having an impact on how 
state agencies manage their wildlife. 

In three targeted states — California, 
Colorado and Montana — animal rights 
groups have won significant victories. 
Mountain lion hunting was banned in 
California; Montana grizzly bear hunting 
has been prohibited, and Colorado animal 
rights groups were able to force their state 
to begin dismantling the spring bear 
season. 

“We're seeing a trend,” Woodin noted, 
“of urban people who do not have any 
hunting, outdoor or wildlife background or 
tradition taking over the management of 
wildlife through the courts or legislature.” 

A trend of management through litiga¬ 
tion or legislation has already burned the 
Arizona Game and Fish Commission. In 


one of a growing number 
of confrontations, the 
Fund for Animals group 
mounted a successful 
court action this past 
October to stop a lim¬ 
ited-license elk depreda¬ 
tion hunt near Flagstaff, 
after the hunt had 
opened. However, Shaw 
contends that animal 
rights groups are not 
very active in Arizona. 

“I think a lot of our 
support is gut reaction to 
things people find dis¬ 
tasteful,” Shaw said, 
adding again that he re¬ 
sented implications of 
his organization being 
tied with animal rights 
groups. He called his 
group an outgrowth of 
the efforts of Larry Sun¬ 
derland, whose dog was caught in a 
leg-hold trap on public land several years 
ago. When Sunderland attempted to free 
his dog, he was also injured. This 

prompted him to launch a campaign 

against leg-hold traps in Arizona. 

When all of Sunderland's efforts to ban 
such traps failed, Arizo¬ 
nans for Safety and Hu¬ 
manity on Public Lands 
(Shaw’s group) was 
formed. They made 
their first attempt to 
have an initiative put on 
the 1990 ballot, but 
gathered only 90,000 
signatures. According 
to Shaw, the reason 
they failed was because 
there were 30 initiatives 
competing for signa¬ 
tures that year. His 
group hit the streets 
again, successfully 
gathering 170,000 sig¬ 
natures to get it on this 
November’s ballot. 

Riggs of the AWC 
and several members of 
the state’s Game and 
Fish Department do not 
believe Shaw’s group 
could gather signatures 
so efficiently without paid workers. Shaw 
told SOF he used all volunteers. “Our 
books are available for inspection. We 
didn’t pay anyone to gather signatures,” 
he added. 

As a veteran of dozens 
of similar battles across 
the country while repre¬ 
senting the WLFA, 
Story was also amazed 
at how quickly the Ari¬ 
zona group was able to 
rebound. “My experi¬ 
ence has been that once 
you make a run at an 


initiative and it fails, your volunteer help 
dissolves, and if you want another go at it 
you need outside help,” he said. 

Volunteers Or Employees 

At this time, no one on the Arizona 
commission, or anyone else, has proven 
Shaw’s group used paid canvassers. Shaw 
maintains the initiative has caught 
people's attention because it deals with an 
issue they feel strongly about locally —not 
because there is an organized animal rights 
movement in Arizona. A computer check 
of news stories published in the Arizona 
Republic , however, turned up 55 articles 
covering animal rights in 1991. 

s for links to any out-of-state 
animal rights organizations, the 
winter 1988 issue of the Humane 
Society News carried a photograph of 
“Arizona trapping opponent Larry Sun¬ 
derland ... enjoys HSUS Vice President 
John W. Grandy’s demonstration of a 
trap’s hold on a pocket comb during their 
trapping workshop.” 

Shaw explained Sunderland was at the 
conference as a guest of HSUS to give a 
presentation of his efforts to have Arizona 
leg-hold traps banned, adding there is no 
link between Sunderland and the HSUS. 

Riggs disagreed, as did some commis¬ 
sioners in Arizona’s 
Game and Fish De¬ 
partment, along with a 
number of regional 
sportsmen. They coun¬ 
tered that the photograph 
proved Sunderland and 
the initiative were linked 
to national animal rights 
groups, who want Propo¬ 
sition 200 to open the 
door and begin court 
maneuvering for ban¬ 
ning all Arizona hunt¬ 
ing. Such a move would 
impact sportsmen na¬ 
tionwide, if anti-hunting 
activists realize they can 
bamboozle citizens with 
cleverly written voter in¬ 
itiatives. 

“1 am not a hunter, 1 
am not a member of the 
NRA,” Commissioner 
Woodin told SOF, “but 
this initiative has fright¬ 
ening consequences for wildlife. I am 
opposed to it, and I don’t believe it is only 
about traps.” 

The confusion and subsequent battle in 
Arizona is just starting; the consequences 
are far-reaching. SOF readers who want to 
help the Arizonans for Wildlife Conserva¬ 
tion can mail their donation to: 

Frank Riggs, Chairman, Arizonans For 
Wildlife Conservation, Dept. SOF, 346 
Verde Lane, Prescott, AZ 86303 

Galen Geer is SOF's Contributing Editor 
for Outdoor Affairs 


Arizona has bounced to the 
forefront of the animal rights 
conflict because it is a 
targeted state. 



Arizona Game and Fish Commis¬ 
sioner Beth Woodin, an environmen¬ 
talist and animal activist, said she 
believes there is a hidden anti- 
hunting agenda in Proposition 200. 




Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Chairman Gordon Whiting spoke out 
against Proposition 200 in an Arizona 
Republic interview, calling the 
initiative a thinly disguised anti¬ 
hunting effort. 
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Text & Photos 
by Tom Bates 


Polish counterterrorist unit at Warsaw’s 
international airport in characteristic navy- 
blue berets and 6th Pomeranian Airborne 
Assault Brigade’s (a division until 1989) 
camouflage. Armaments shown are Soviet 
Dragunov sniper rifles and Polish RAK 
submachine gun. 


state within a state/’ 

That’s how one official 
from Poland’s Ministry of De¬ 
fense described that country’s 
counterterrorist forces. 

“And within that autono¬ 
mous state/’ he continued,, “is 
a high-walled, opaque castle, 
home to ‘King’ [Major] Jerzy Dziewulski 
and his knights. He has never been 
interviewed — his people have never been 
photographed. 

Those were the rules under the old 
government. Things might be different 
now. No one is quite sure what the rules 
are these days. He values his irreverence. 
He might talk to you, if only as a playful 
way of testing the new limits of what is 
permissible, if you can find him,” he said. 

April 1990 was a weird time to be in 
Poland. The screws had stripped out of the 
former communist leadership’s monopoly 
on power, but many of the old guard were 
still lingering in their offices, waiting to be 
thrown out, or with any luck, passed over 
in the confusion. The new democratic 
government, such as it was, was busy 
figuring out how a free market economy 
could breathe new life into the country. 
Domestic security policy was not high on 
their list of priorities, 

A Polish journalist friend of mine (also 
a former Solidarity activist in Warsaw) 
took advantage of this brief power vac¬ 
uum, cashed in some old favors and 
arranged for me to meet with Dziewulski. 
He didn’t want to interview the shadowy 
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Dziewulski himself, because of possible 
repercussions should the new government 
decide Poland’s press wasn’t going to be 
all that free. But a foreigner didn’t run 
that risk. 

We were escorted by an unidentified 
contact to Dziewulski’s obscure office in 
the baggage handling area of Warsaw’s 
international airport. One look at his desk 
revealed the latest in East European high- 
tech communications — it was covered 
with no less than 11 telephones. 

“Ridiculous, isn’t it?” Dziewulski said, 
pointing at the pile of dirty gray tele¬ 
phones. “In a work¬ 
er’s paradise, if you 
want 11 lines coming 
into your office, you 
need 11 phones. I still 
can’t figure out which 
one is ringing. If all 
this new government 
brings to Poland is a 
modem phone system, 

I’ll die happy.’’ 

Stacks Of SOFs On 
The Floor 

With all the local 
mythology about 
Dziewulski, I’d ex¬ 
pected to find an 
imposing, stolid, 
uniformed veteran of 
the Warsaw Pact who would sooner spit on 
an American than give him the time of 
day. Instead, I found a garrulous, witty and 
talkative man in his mid-40s wearing a 
striped, short-sleeved shirt, worn-out L.L. 
Bean chinos, and running shoes with no 
socks. In appearance and character he was 
a dead ringer for the young Bob Brown, 
editor/publisher of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. Just as I flashed on the 
comparison with Brown, I actually saw 
stacks of SOFs strewn on the floor behind 
DziewulskTs desk. 

“I’ve read that magazine since 1980,” 
Dziewulski said when he saw the curious 
look on my face. “A contact in London 
gets me copies. I learned some English so 
I could read the weapons reviews. I’m 
always looking for new equipment for my 
people. I’d kill Khadaffi for one of their 
T-shirts!” 

Go figure. 

Dziewulski’s casual manner and 
appearance belied his impressive 
background. A law graduate from Warsaw 
University, professional bicycle racer and 
boxer, Dziewulski was also a former 
commando in Poland’s elite 6th 
Pomeranian Airborne Assault Brigade (6 
Pomorska Dywizja Desantnowo - 
Szturmova). He was awarded three medals 
for bravery, including one for his 
participation in the 1968 Soviet invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. 

Paradoxically, he also holds the 
distinction of being the only officer in the 
Polish military to have been thrown out 
three times for insubordination. Each time. 


the Defense Ministry reinstated him 
because of his excellent reputation as a 
leader and as someone who never failed to 
achieve objectives in military actions. 

He finally left the 6th Brigade for good 
and joined Warsaw’s city police force. 
Wounded six times by gunfire, Dziewulski 
rose quickly through the ranks of civilian 
law enforcement. While recovering from 
one of his injuries, he was assigned to a 
desk job at Warsaw’s Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, headquarters for Poland’s secret 
police. It was here he began reading 
Western magazines and newspapers 
confiscated in raids, 
and so learned of 
international terrorist 
activities. 

Ties With The PLO 

“It was common 
knowledge within the 
Ministry of Internal 
Affairs,” Dziewulski 
admitted, “that the 
Polish government in 
general, and the 
Ministry in particular, 
were closely associated 
with the PLO and other 
radical, anti-Western 
terrorist groups. I know 
many PLO terrorists, if 
not actually trained in 
Poland, were certainly given safe 
haven here. 

“Outside Warsaw, there is a small 
community of summer homes at a place 
called Zalesie, owned by high party 
officials, where many PLO people were 
allowed to stay.” he added. “Surly- 
looking PLO members rotated in and out 
of there regularly. They had more freedom 
of movement than Polish citizens. The 
unspoken civilian police policy toward 
these people was strictly hands-off.” 

According to Dziewulski, looking 
through the Western news magazines was 
how he discovered the role various anti- 
Western groups his government protected 
had in international terrorism. He claims 
he concluded that eventually these ties 
with terrorist groups would come back to 
haunt Poland. 

“From my work in the police, I could 
see the rising power of Solidarity. Its 
membership was highly motivated, 
organized and represented most of 
Poland’s population under the age of 35 ... 
the future leaders. It was only a matter of 
time before they would force the 
government to break away from the Soviet 
orbit and join the Western nations,” 
Dziewulski noted. “When this happened, 
Poland would have to sever those ties with 
anti-Western terrorist groups and become 
the target of their animosity.” 

Internecine squabbling among Arab and 
other West European-based terrorist 
groups had already caused problems 
within Poland before the communist 
government collapsed. Dziewulski said as 



far as he was concerned, these people were 
just troublemakers and would just as soon 
attack another group’s members as they 
would a Western target. He claims these 
groups’ unpredictable, often violent 
behavior within Poland was his original 
rationale for convincing the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs to establish a special force 
for handling the problem, since the regular 
civilian police simply left it alone. 

“It was getting like your wild West in 
parts of Poland. Terrorist group members 
had what amounted to diplomatic 
immunity. There had to be an intermediary 
force that was part of the secret police 
network to quell the disturbances. The 
Ministry had the intel on these people; it 
followed their movements. They were the 
ones with the leverage to keep them from 
causing problems,” Dziewulski said. 

SWAT Comes To Poland 

Dziewulski based his original 
conception behind Poland’s first 
counterterrorist force on what he had read 
about American SWAT teams. The regular 
civilian police were, according to him, 
incompetent and the military too heavy- 
handed and slow to react. 

By 1975, working entirely on his own, 
Dziewulski had drawn up a complete 
proposal for the establishment of 
American-style SWAT teams, operating 
under the auspices of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, to be trained and stationed 
throughout Poland. He then convinced 
Ministry officials to adopt the plan, 
stipulating that he was the only person 
with enough expertise and initiative (a rare 
personal quality in Eastern Europe) to put 
this force together and get it done before 
the next ice age. 

The go-ahead was given in early 1975. 
By the end of that year, Dziewulski had 
established a functioning administrative 
infrastructure for this special police force 
throughout Poland. He also defined their 
operational objectives, designed their 
training program, wrote the training 
manual, acquired equipment, recruited the 
people, trained them and had them in place 
in 17 of Poland’s 49 provinces. Thus was 
born the vaunted “state within a state.” 

Terrorist Backlash 

By 1980, Dziewulski had scaled back 
his administrative efforts and carved a 
niche for himself as commander of what he 
considers the most important of the 17 
counterterrorist units: security for 
Warsaw’s international airport. Thus was 
bom his elite kingdom within that state. 

As of spring 1990, there were still 17 of 
these counterterrorist units stationed 
throughout Poland, with a maximum of 25 
members per team. While 16 of those units 
perform essentially the same function as a 
SWAT team, and are often called in to 
assist local police forces, the unit at 
Warsaw’s international airport is strictly 
assigned counterterrorist duties. 

It turns out Dziewulski’s predictions 
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about a backlash from various terrorist 
groups after Poland’s communist 
government fell have come to fruition. 
While the airport unit had 12 
confrontations with terrorists from 1980 
through 1989, in the first three months of 
1990 his unit foiled seven attempted 
hijackings. Just two days before my 
interview with Dziewulski, a group of four 
suspected Arab terrorists were 
apprehended at the airport and escorted 
back out of the country. 


Polish counterterrorist unit sniper with 
Soviet Dragunov. Training drills are 
borrowed from Israelis, Soviet military and 
Germany’s GSG-9. 

Dziewulski attributes this rise of 
terrorist activities in Poland to two causes: 

1 ) Poland’s establishment of friendly 
diplomatic ties with Israel, while ending 
friendly relations with the PLO and other 
Arab states known to sponsor terrorism; 

2) The exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel. 
Warsaw's airport is a common stopover 
for flights originating from the former 
Soviet Union, and from major Jewish 
immigration processing centers in 
Frankfurt, Paris, Vienna and Rome. 

“I’m all for our new above-the-table 
relations with Israel and the West. Poland 
will benefit, there’s no question. But for 
right now, there is a lot of bad blood 
among many Arab groups and our new 
Western-oriented government,” Dzie¬ 
wulski said. “Their terrorist groups have 
lost what safe haven they had here, and 
we're supporting their enemy. They’re 
going to make us pay for these new 
diplomatic policies.” 

When I asked who “they” were, 
Dziewulski shook his head, saying there 
was no way he would mention any names 
and risk antagonizing any group. “Radical 
Arabs” was the general phrase he used to 
describe such perpetrators. 


We then discussed, in as much detail as 
Dziewulski would allow, how his 
counterterrorist members are selected and 
trained. Before answering this question, he 
brought to my attention something I hadn’t 
thought of: Poland’s counterterrorist force 
doesn’t have a name or special unit 
designation. He explained that under the 
old government, the counterterrorist unit 
didn’t officially exist. 

“The old thinking was,” Dziewulski 
explained, “that if they gave us a name, 
the communist government would 
have had to admit that terrorism 
existed in Poland which, 
officially, it did not.” 

It is impossible to volunteer for 
this special unit. Candidates are 
culled exclusively from the 
civilian police force by 
Dziewulski himself, then asked 
whether they would like to try and 
join. Desired qualities in recruits 
are self-control, ability to exercise 
cool judgment in dangerous 
situations, courage and personal 
initiative. 

“I don’t care if the guy can’t 
shoot straight or run a four-minute 
mile. I can train him to do those 
things. I look for personal qualities 
that no amount of training will 
give you,” Dziewulski said. 
“With the perverse life that 
evolved under communism, there 
aren’t a lot of people with the 
courage to exercise personal 
initiative, but finding them is 
pretty easy — they stick out like a 
waterfall in the desert.” 

Interestingly, there is no monetary 
incentive to join this special unit. In fact, 
members are paid substantially less than 
veteran police officers. So why join? 

Personal autonomy, A rare commodity 
in most authoritarian states. 

Absolute Authority 

The “state within a state” 
appellation given the unit is no 
understatement. While nominal¬ 
ly part of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, Dziewulski’s people are 
not subject to the rigid, 
bureaucratic policies and 
oversight that regular police 
officers or any other government 
employees were accustomed to 
under the communists. 

According to Dziewulski, 
once a terrorist threat has been 
identified by the ministry’s 
intelligence network, he has 
absolute authority to implement 
any strategy to neutralize that 
threat. 

Likewise, once one of his 
personnel physically engages a 
suspected terrorist, they have 
absolute authority to do whatever 
they deem necessary to render 
that terrorist ineffective. 


As Dziewulski bluntly put it, “As far as 
I’m concerned, the only safe terrorist is a 
dead terrorist. It’s warfare, pure and 
simple. I don’t know how Western 
counterterrorist units can do their job with 
all the regulations, all the etiquette they 
must follow. I and my people have the 
authority to act on our instincts. God help 
the unlucky terrorist who tries to step 
between us and our instincts.” 

There is no conventional qualification 
test for candidates. They are simply 
thrown together with current members and 
instructed to try and keep up with them as 
they carry out their daily training regimen. 
The attrition rate is pretty high, with over 
80% of candidates opting to return to their 
old jobs. Dziewulski has no say as to who 
ultimately is accepted. Those who stick it 
out are sized up by veteran unit members. 
If they are impressed with the new recruit, 
he is admitted into the fold. 

Initiation into the counterterrorist unit is 
the only standardized task demanded of 
recruits. Dressed in full uniform (identical 
to the 6th Airborne commando uniform) 
carrying side arm and holster, 20-pound 
pack and three hand grenades, the recruit 
must jump 20 meters from an Mi-8 
helicopter into the Wisla River outside 
Warsaw. He must swim 500 meters to an 
island in the middle of the river, then find 
and blow up a target there with his 
grenades. 

Dziewulski told of one recruit who, after 
hitting the waters of the Wisla, promptly 
sank like a rock. Unit members rescued 
him, at which time the recruit finally 
admitted he didn’t know how to swim. 

“I took him into my personal airport 
unit immediately,” Dziewulski said. 

Smith & Wesson short barreled revolver by 
Taurus is side arm of choice by all of 
Poland’s counterterrorist personnel. 
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“Those who fight terrorists have to be 
braver than a terrorist. This man proved he 
had that kind of bravery.” 

From the outset, training techniques 
and exercises employed by all 
17 counterterrorist units are a collection of 
drills Dziewulski says he borrowed from 
his study of Germany's GSG-9, along with 
Israeli and Soviet military training. 
Unwilling to provide extensive details of 
the precise training regimen of each unit, 
Dziewulski provided some facts about 
what constitutes a normal day’s training 
schedule for his airport unit. 

While half of the approximately 25 unit 
members are on-call or on surveillance 
duty around the airport for one 24-hour 
shift, the other half are expected to 
maintain an off-duty training regimen 
including two hours of marksmanship 
training, two hours of hand-to-hand 
combat exercise (kick-boxing and karate), 
one hour of swimming or a 20km run, and 
timed sprinting drills of 100 to 200 meters 
wearing full body armor. 

Marksmanship practice is carried out at 
a facility outside Warsaw. It includes a 
timed obstacle course with pop-up targets 
at distances of 5 to 100 meters, which 
members must identify as friend or foe. 
Headshot accuracy is required to 50 meters 
with handguns and submachine guns, and 
up to 100 meters with rifles. 

This particular unit has four sniper 
teams of two members each. These sniper- 
team pairs work and train together 
constantly, spending a minimum of two 
hours per day at a specially prepared sniper 
range. They are required to devote an equal 
number of hours each week to daylight, 
low-light and nighttime shooting practice. 

Specific training in helicopter 
rappelling, demolitions (both plastique 
and grenades — fragmentation, gas and 
stun types) and low altitude, single-chute 
parachuting from 80 meters up are also 
carried out regularly at a camp near 
Warsaw. One hostage-rescue technique 
Dziewulski is particularly proud of is what 
he calls “The Pope,” 

This is where one of his people is 
suspended by rope from a helicopter and 
quickly maneuvered 
into place to snatch 
a hostage from 
a crowd. 

Ad d i t i o n al 1 y, 
members are trained 
to work as baggage 
handlers, ground 
crewmen, flight 
attendants, ticket 
agents and other 
airport personnel. 

Those unit members 
on duty for a 
24-hour shift alter¬ 
nate every few 
hours between tak¬ 
ing foot patrols of 
the airport terminal, 
fully armed in their 


characteristic navy- 
blue berets and 
Polish commando 
uniforms, to work¬ 
ing in civilian 
clothing as airport 
flight personnel. 

All other mem¬ 
bers of the 16 other 
units throughout 
Poland are also 
trained to take over 
various civilian 
airport employee 
positions. They 
rotate a few days per 
month from their 
assigned units 
around the country 
to airport duty, 
should an emer¬ 
gency ever arise 
where additional 
security forces are 
needed. 

Interestingly, 
there is no canine 
unit or bomb squad 
as part of this airport 
security system. 

When I asked why, the answer was that 
Dziewulski’s people’s mission is to 
neutralize terrorists, not look for drugs or 
dismantle bombs. When these threats are 
suspected, conventional local police are 
called in. Nor are any of the unit members 
trained in negotiating with terrorists. 
Dziewulski alone handles all negotiations 
with terrorists. 

When helicopters are needed, a separate 
element of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
has specially trained pilots that can 
be called on. They train with all 
17 counterterrorist units several times 
yearly. Soviet Mi-6 and Mi-8 helicopters 
are the mainstay, though Dziewulski 
dislikes them intensely. He claims they are 
too heavy, lacking the speed and 
maneuverability necessary for the kind of 
situations he would need to employ them 
in. Also, maintenance is a problem, since 
the former Soviets have been slow or 
unresponsive in 
supplying spare 
parts. Now that he is 
free to shop around 
for equipment in the 
West, he plans to 
acquire new heli¬ 
copters for use 
exclusively by his 
airport unit. 

Western Goodies 

While Western 
helicopters have yet 
to be purchased, 
Dziewulski has wast¬ 
ed no time adding 
some other free- 
world goods to his 
armory. 


His newest pur¬ 
chase? Short barrel¬ 
ed, .38-caliber Smith 
& Wesson revolvers 
manufactured by 
Taurus. He favors 
the reliability of 
revolvers over semi¬ 
autos, though he said 
he is also interested 
in buying some .357 
Magnum Double 
Eagle semiautos. 
Some TEG Swiss 
body armor and 
ballistic helmets had 
recently arrived, too. 
Walkie-talkies are 
Japanese 900-chan¬ 
nel Yaesu FT-208s. 
His wish list for new 
armaments includes 
Israeli Galils, Ger¬ 
man MP-5 subma¬ 
chine guns, and 
Benelli shotguns in 
semiauto. 

The current array 
of weapons includes 
Soviet AK-47s and 
AKSs (with 65-round magazines made 
especially for the Polish unit), Dragunov 
sniper rifles, RPK machine guns and the 
Polish PM-63 submachine gun. Laser 
sights are of Soviet manufacture. Night 
vision equipment, night sights (NSP3) for 
Dragunov sniper rifles and RPKs, sound 
suppressors (PPS), fragmentation (Soviet- 
type RG42) and stun (F10) grenades are of 
Polish manufacture, while tear gas and 
smoke grenades are East German. 

After our conversation in his office, 
Dziewulski allowed me to photograph 
some of his people out near an aircraft 
boarding area. According to him, this was 
the first time any of Poland’s 
counterterrorist personnel have ever been 
photographed. 

He explained, “Yesterday the rules 
were ‘no pictures of personnel or 
equipment,’ even if the faces were 
blackened. Today, who knows what the 
rules are? I guess this is your lucky day. 
You’ll have to be quick, though. I’ll only 
give you about five minutes.” 

We proceeded outside, to where a Polish 
Lot jet was just unloading its passengers. 
For the next few minutes, in full view of 
some startled passengers, five of 
Dziewulski’s armed men in full uniform 
demonstrated how they would react if a 
known terrorist group were deplaning. 

Obviously, subtlety is not one of 
Dziewulski’s strong training points. After 
giving a short signal over his walkie- 
talkie, a Soviet jeep raced up and out- 
jumped three unit members who took 
firing positions around the vehicle, about 
30 meters from the aircraft. About 100 
meters away a sniper jumped off the roof 
of the terminal and took aim at the open 
door of the aircraft. One unit member then 


Those who 


terrorists 
have to be 
braver than 
a terrorist. 



Maj. Jerzy Dziewulski, founder of Poland’s 
counterterrorist forces in 1975, and 
currently commander of Warsaw’s 
international airport security unit, armed 
with Polish RAK. Holster is homemade. 
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ran out from inside the terminal, drew his 
revolver and took aim at the departing 
passengers walking down the exit ramp. 
After a few minutes, Dziewulski gave an 
all-clear signal over the walkie-talkie, and 
his people left the area and went back 
about their business. 

If 10 years of work with Solidarity 
taught them one thing, it was excellent 
human-resource management skills. 
Dziewulski was simply too knowledgeable 
and too well-connected in Poland to be 
removed from his position, but his days as 
an autocrat were probably numbered. Yet, 
he was sure to remain a prominent Figure 
in Poland’s evolving counterterrorist 
capability. 

Dziewulski himself said the opening 
remains for Westerners to come share their 
ideas with him on the subject of organizing 
an effective counterterrorist force. 

“Because of my country’s past 
association with totalitarianism and with 
the Soviets,” he admits, “my strategy and 
tactics are unquestionably colored by their 
example. I’m a practical man. I love my 
country — I hate terrorists. If someone has 
new ideas that can make my 
counterterrorist people more effective, I 
want to meet them, now.” 

Tom Bates , a former SOF editor, is now 
president of Profit magazine, a journal 
serving new entrepreneurs of former 
Warsaw Pact nations. 5^ 

BAGHDAD 

Continued from page 47 

posed for a picture with “that big beautiful 
Blackhawk.” 

The trip home was uneventful. No shots 
fired. But Crisafulli remembered Sims 
grabbing his shoulder and squeezing him 
so hard he thought his shoulder would 
break. As he banged his helmeted head 
repeatedly against the armor-plated seat, 
Sims screamed in Crisafulli’s ear, “It’s 
alright! It’s alright!” 

Whooping And Hollering 

The guys in the back were just as happy 
as the men up front. “We were whooping 
and hollering over the commo system, 
shaking hands and patting each other on 
the back. Nothing in this great world can 
compare to that feeling of elation you get 
when you pull your buddies from the jaws 
of certain death. We were all a bunch of 
happy campers,” Detrick said. 

Hopple and Detrick had served on the 
same A-team prior to deploying to the 
Persian Gulf. They had been friends for 
years. But landing at KKMC, Hopple told 
his buddy that when the Lady Godiva had 
left on the rescue mission, he didn’t think 
any of them — aircrew or recon team 
— were going to make it out alive. 

Although Hopple and Detrick are both 
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assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 5th Special 
Forces Group at Fort Campbell, they have 
gone their separate ways, as have most of 
the members of the rescue team. Hopple is 
a team sergeant in one of the battalion’s 
A-teams. Detrick works in the operations 
office, but they still see each other 
occasionally, and invariably the 
conversation turns to that “incredible 
mission/' 

Crisafulli and Stephens were awarded 
Distinguished Flying Crosses for 
launching their helicopter into known 
hostile territory, descending into 
concentrated ground Fire from at least one 
company of well-armed Iraqi soldiers, and 
snatching three Special Forces soldiers 
from certain death. 

Detrick and Hopple were awarded Air 
Medals along with the two crew chiefs, 
Willard and Diffenderfer. 

“But my personal reward from that 
whole ordeal was the fact that T helped 
ensure that three fellow soldiers were 
going home to their families. I'll always 
have that/* Detrick noted. 

“They [today’s Green Berets] may not 
have the John Wayne swagger,” Crisafulli 
said, “But they’ll put him to shame.” 

Fifteen minutes after landing at their 
home base, a team of technicians and 
aircraft mechanics were hovering over 
Lady Godiva in a hangar, removing bullet- 
riddled black boxes and blades. Before the 
100-hour Gulf War was over, she was back 
in the air — this time flying a team of SF 
soldiers into Kuwait City’s U.S. Embassy 
to secure the compound and defuse any 
booby traps left by Iraqis. 

Currently, Crisafulli is “flying a desk” 
at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

Sims, who is now First Sergeant, 
D Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Special 
Forces Group, was awarded the Silver Star 
for saving his team from disaster. Torbett 
and Tabron were awarded Bronze Stars 
with “V” devices for valor. 

Sims was one of only two SF troopers in 
5th Group to be awarded the Silver Star. 
The other was awarded to Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 Richard F. Balwanz, whose 
eight-man SF team was also compromised 
deep inside Iraq, and also like Sims’ team 
had to fight for its life. 

But that*s another story. Stay tuned. 
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POWs 

Continued from page 48 

There are at least three problems in¬ 
volved with the approach just announced 
by the secretary of state. First, accountabil¬ 
ity of bones will never answer the question 
as to whether or not U.S. prisoners of war 
were abandoned in Indochina for political 
expediency, because no one will be able to 
determine exactly when they died — 
during the war, or after Hanoi was certain 
it was going to win everything and no 
longer needed to use hostages as bargain¬ 
ing chips. 

Second, by not pressing for the immedi¬ 
ate return of the remains held in the 
Warehouse, we are tacitly agreeing to buy 
back the remains of our POWs and MIAs 
a few bones at a time, until the Vietnamese 
are satisfied that they have collected the 
money promised to them after the war. 

And third, once we normalize, the game 
is over: At that point we will have the same 
choice we had in 1973 after the infamous 
“peace with honor” — either start the war 
again to ensure no live prisoners were held 
back, or write them all off as dead. 

As far as I am concerned, the “road map 
to normalization” which the administra¬ 
tion is currently pursuing is tantamount to 
obstruction of justice, since the issue will 
be buried once and for all with no chance 
for a really satisfactory resolution when 
business as normal resumes. 

In the recent announcement signaling 
normalized relations with the governments 
of Indochina, I see another spurious 
“peace with honor” sellout, which will 
doom the entire issue, and with it any U.S. 
serviceman who may have survived as a 
lost and abandoned political pawn for so 
many years. 

Colonel Mike Peck quit his job as chief of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency’s special 
office for POW/MIAs in March 1991 , 
stating “the sad fact is that this issue is 
being controlled, and a cover-up may be in 
progressFor the complete story of Col. 
Peck’s announcement, see “Puppet Mas¬ 
ters,” Aug. *91 


BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 24 

the tang. Point separations were as 
high as “8 M from stem to stern. In our 
opinion, the only place where hard¬ 
ness is a critical factor is on the edge, 
for obvious reasons. 

Q: Where can I get a Kydex 
sheath for my knife? 

BB: More and more, folks are mak¬ 
ing such sheathes on an order-per- 
order basis. Custom makers who work 
with Kydex normally make such scab- 
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bards for their products only. At 
Battle Blades, we’ve been happily 
pleased with work offered by the 
Cutlery Shoppe out of Boise, Idaho 
(800-231-1272). 

Q: Is there a bowie-style knife 
available that won’t empty my bank 
account? 

BB: Two, actually. The Gerber Aus¬ 
tralian Bowie has proven itself a viable 
selection. From Japan, the Seki City 
Teton Bowie is a well-crafted trail knife 
relying on an equally proven blade 
pattern made popular in the United 
States. 

Both knives feature stainless steel 
blades, double guards and synthetic 
handles. The Gerber is sheathed in 
Cordura with Bianchi clips; the Seki 
City bowie comes in a traditional 
leather scabbard with belt loop. Both 
are readily available from the Cutlery 
Shoppe for about $100. 

Q: What would be your quick- 
picks for field knife, fighter and 
folder? 

BB: There are hundreds of excep¬ 
tional battle blades available today. 
Both production and custom outlets 
are producing some of the finest cut¬ 
lery ever offered, with prices ranging 
from below $100 to well above $1,000. 
In order to fairly answer this question, 
Battle Blades will rely upon personal 
experience as well as the recent input 
from Gulf War veterans who’ve shared 
their experiences with us. 

• Field Knife — Randall’s No. 1, with 
7-inch carbon steel blade, leather 
washer handle, nickel silver guard and 
pommel, and brown leather sheath 
with sharpening stone included. Sug¬ 
gested retail of $175-$225, from either 
Randall Knives (P.O. Box 1988, 
Orlando, Florida 32802) or Nordic 
Knives (1634 C Copenhagen Drive, 
Solvang, California 93463). If it’s not 
Randall-made, it’s not Randall quality. 

• Fighter — AMK’s “Shadow 6104,” 
with AM6 stainless steel double-edged 
blade, integral guard, synthetic handle 
and black nylon sheath. Suggested 
retail of $140. Contact Al Mar Knives at 
503-635-9229. 

• Folder — Northwest Safari’s 
“Jumpmaster” custom folder, with 3.5- 
inch semi-serrated stainless steel 
blade, liner-lock system and Micarta 
scales. Write Northwest Safari at P.O. 
Box 7172, Dept. SOF, Olympia, WA 
98507, for pricing and availability.^ 

VIETNAM 

Continued from page 57 

One of the primary conditions of 
renewed trade and diplomatic relations 
with Vietnam is its withdrawal from 
Cambodia. Although many believe that 
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not in use. New LIQUID-BULLET 
protects you in a 20-foot Circle-of-Safety 
with a continuous, high-power chemical 
stream. It^s effect can be 80 times 
greater than MACE*. It costs less. 

And, unlike MACE, it can bring 
down dangerous animals, too 
(take it camping). 

Your attacker feels his skin is on 
fire. His eyes close against his will, 
blinding him. He fights for breath, 
becomes dizzy and disoriented. 




20 FT. 


Hels helpless for 20 minutes or more. Yet 
there are no after-effects. LIQUID- 
BULLET is harmless and legal. 

MJb Millies lyiiAi MAAi 

uccuruie no niuiicv now poor 

your aim 

This same state-of-the-art defense 
weapon is used by police, the FBI, and 
exclusively by the military. A safety catch 
keeps it accident-free until you’re ready 
to use it. Flip the catch and it’s as effective 
at stopping attackers as any gun. There’s 
no reloading, no cocking, no noise. 

No need for accuracy either — its 
continuous stream lets you find your 
target no matter how poor your aim. 
Wherever it reaches skin, your attacker 
will suffer its crippling effects. And its 
invisible dye stays on him up to 48 hours 

for identification. 

Tiny LIQUID-BULLET att¬ 
aches to your key ring. It^s always 
handy; easily concealed in your 
pocket or palm. If you don’t or 
won’t carry a gun, carry LIQUID- 
BULLET. Throw your wife Is spray 
away and give her this. It could 
save both your lives. 


LIQUID BULL 


Effective as a gun without the dangers. 

Credit card orders call 1-800-L-BULLET 


IH 


7; n j 


!. 30-day satisfaction or your money refunded. 
2. FREE lifetime refills. 


Dealers inquiries invited 
©UQUD BULLET 1991 Dff-TECCOff 

LIQUID-BELLET, 20533 Biscayne Blvd., Suite4490, Miami, FL 33180-1529 SF2 
Yes, send □ I LIQUID-BULLET at SI7.95, □ 2 at S33.95, □ 3 at S44.95 (Fla. residents add 6% 
tax.) plus $2.05 shipping/handling. 1 enclose □ check Q money order □ Vfes, I’m 18 yrs. or older 

□ MC □ VISA □ AM. EX. □ DINERS □ CARTE B. No_Exp. Date_ 

Total S _Signature_Name_ 

Address_City_State_Zip_ 

PhoneJ _)_Q Put mine on PRIORITY ORDER (Gets immediate attention. Add SI.OO). 
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Mil -TIMP THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
IVIIL I IIVIL_® MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 

THE AMERICAN SERIES 

PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY • LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 

ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 

MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS(SHOWN) 

NAVY, AIRFORCE, 82 ND AIRBORNE, 101ST SPECIAL OFFER 
AIRBORNE, 1ST CAVALRY, 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 


VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-328-3227 

INCA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 

456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA. 94066 
ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50(CAN.$7.00)S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 

NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 





' IMt_JIAIH. 

only $179. 


LOWEST PRICED QUALITY LASERSIGHT 


300 yard range • super small • works 
with all weapons systems • remote 
operation switch • 2 year warranty. 


Laser Pistol Mounts available for Beretta, 
TauniSr Glock and Govt. Model 1911 frames. 

{213) 962-6605 • FAX (213) 962-9795 

VISA 4 MaiiFCaf-d Aoceswa ■ Sups ng £. H^mi nr $5 lL ■ UPS C O D. $3.75 



1992 GUN PARTS 
CATALOG $2 


THE ONE REFERENCE BOOK EVERY 
MILITARY MAN SHOULD HAVE! 

Jane's SECURITY & CO-IN EQUIPMENT provides the latest photographs, 
technical details and manufactures addresses for 2,000+ pieces of 
equipment from over 500 makers around the world: 

• FIREARMS (Pistols, Machine Guns, Snipers, Etc) 

• NIGHT VISION - SCOPES - FIRE CONTROL 

• SURVIELLANCE EQUIPMENT 

• RIOT CONTROL WEAPONS, BODY ARMOR, HELMETS & SHIELDS 

• COMMUNICATIONS, SECURITY, SEARCH, DETECTION, PERIMETER EQUIPMENT 
Military, Paramilitary, Law Enforcement, SOFs, & Security Forces 
need an updated copy of this invaluable publication every year. 


1991-1992 4th Edition.$210 

1990-1991 3rd Edition.$135 

SPECIALS 1989-1990 2nd Edition.$69 

1988-1989 1st Edition.$49 


ALL OTHER JANE'S TITLES ARE AVAILABLE! NEWEST 1992 CATALOG $2.00 
GLOBAL SALES - AIRPORT RD - MINDEN,NV 89423-9030 
Tel(702)782-4400 FAX (702)782-2613 

MONEY ORDERS/CASHIER CHECKS PREFERRED! PERSONAL CHECK ORDERS 
HELD 2 WEEKS! C.O.D. & CREDIT CARD (3Isc) ORDERS WELCOMED! 
PHONE - FAX - MAIL YOUR ORDER 25 Hours Per Day! 


Vietnam withdrew from Cambodia in 
September 1989, an estimated 45,700 
Vietnamese troops either stayed behind or 
have since been reintroduced. With 
massive numbers of troops in Vietnam, the 
United States couldn’t prevent Vietnamese 
communists from moving at will across 
the Cambodian border. With a limited 
number of troops and little access to 
intelligence surveillance devices, how can 
the United Nations verify Vietnamese 
withdrawal? In reality, it can’t. 

Also, Vietnam has in effect annexed 
large areas of four of Cambodia’s eastern 
provinces — Mondolkiri, Rattanakari, 
Stoeng Treng and Kracheh — through the 
presence of more than 1 million 
Vietnamese settlers and a militia of 
100,000. These facts have been con¬ 
firmed in the Republican House of 
Representatives’ Task Force on Terrorism 
and Unconventional Warfare report — The 
Vietnam War; 1990. Vietnam’s continued 
presence in Cambodia has also been 
confirmed by several Eastern European 
diplomats. 

I assume the Bush administration does 
not advertise these facts, nor press the 
Vietnamese government on this matter for 
reasons of diplomacy — for if the U.N. 
Comprehensive Peace Plan is adopted and 
implemented, the Cambodians will make 
sure the Vietnamese leave Cambodia. And 
our only chance to assure that Vietnamese 
communists comply with the U.N. peace 
plan is by withholding trade and 
diplomatic relations until a democratically 
elected government is in place in 
Cambodia. 

What we face is a Catch-22 situation. 
Besides the over $4 billion ransom 
allegedly promised Hanoi by Kissinger for 
the POWs’ return, the Vietnamese 
communists want the respect and 
additional money that renewed trade and 
diplomatic relations with the United States 
would bring. However, they’re also smart 
enough to know that aid and relations 
would be cut if any live POWs were 
returned. The only way any live POWs 
would come out of Laos and Vietnam 
would be if the Vietnamese were to enjoy 
freedom and democracy. 

More Time Needed 

The administration’s present timetable 
for renewed trade and diplomatic relations 
with Vietnam (possibly in less than six 
months) doesn’t allow adequate time for 
the Senate Select Committee to 
competently investigate and draw 
conclusions concerning POW/MLAs. 

As in cases of terrorism, the United 
States government should never reward 
the Vietnamese communists with renewed 
trade or improved diplomatic relations if 
they have held or executed POWs after 
1973. Families and friends of the POW/ 
MIAs, along with all veterans 
organizations, must voice their opposition 
to renewed trade relations with Vietnam at 
this time. 
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At the very least, the Bush 
administration should guarantee that the 
U.S. Treasury Department will require that 
oil companies’ money (and any similar 
advances) be held in trust until: the 
POW/MIA issue is resolved; political 
prisoners are freed in Vietnam, and basic 
human rights of the Vietnamese people are 
respected; when it is proven that returned 
Vietnamese refugees will not be 
persecuted; free and fair elections are held 
in Cambodia. 

Michael Benge spent 11 years in Vietnam , 
Cambodia and Laos. He is a diligent 
follower of this region's affairs and was a 
POW from January 1968 to March 1973. 
While serving as a Foreign Service officer 
with the Civil Operations and 
Revolutionary Development Support 
program, he was captured at Ban Me 
Thuot, South Vietnam (Central Highlands) 
by the North Vietnamese , and held in 
numerous camps in South Vietnam , 
Cambodia , Laos and North Vietnam. For 
his efforts in rescuing a group of 
Americans before his capture , he received 
the U.S. State Department's highest award 
for heroism 


SERE 

Continued from page 41 

for 10,000 qualified personnel demanded. 
Current and past SERE instructors are 
fearful the program is being shunted aside, 
perhaps unintentionally. 

“The department was made into a 
company just so some major could get his 
command time in,” complained one 
source. Another said SERE’s commanders 
after Rowe had no background in the harsh 
reality of the program’s “real world” 
impact. “They’re plugged into SERE for 
two years and appear to be primarily 
interested in leaving with a good 
evaluation. It takes two years for the cadre 
to properly educate a new commander as 
to what SERE is about. By the time they 
know, their orders arrive and new guy 
comes in.” 

Without current friends in Congress or 
long-term qualified SERE officers, many 
feel Rowe’s work is being slowly 
whittled away. 

Helping The Survivors Survive 

When asked how SERE might be 
reconstituted to reflect its original 
mandate, one instructor offered this: “We 
need positive command emphasis from the 
top, meaning General Gordon R. Sullivan, 
Army Chief of Staff. If this doesn’t 
happen, you’ll see SERE evaporate over 
the next few years.” 

Should the Army’s SERE effort become 
a casualty of misunderstanding, poor 
funding and instructor defections, 
Meserve’s original recommendation that 


the Air Force train Army high-risk 
personnel might once again be dusted off 
and reviewed. 

“Every student who graduates the 
course writes it up as the best school 
they’ve ever been to,” pointed out one 
source. “We’re training people to possibly 
evade capture, to resist without becoming 
a casualty if captured, and to rely upon 
themselves until release. No one is doing 
this better than the Army today. Nobody!” 

Rowe perhaps conveyed the spirit of 
SERE best when he wrote the following in 
February 1969, just two months after 
escaping the Viet Cong camp he was held 
at: “I don’t think people understand that 
just getting out of there is enough for 
anyone to be thankful for.” 

Rowe was the first honor graduate of 
SERE. His school was an enemy jungle 
camp where the lessons of captivity were 
taught firsthand. His was a five-year 
course. It is hoped his efforts and those of 
every SERE instructor/student since will 
not have been in vain. A fully supported 
Army SERE School is essential if we are 
to see fewer POW task forces in the future. 
If our past prisoners are a current national 
priority, future POW/MIAs should be 
equally considered. 

Regnad Kcin is a former Special Forces 
operator and associate of Col. Nick Rowe . 
He is currently a full-time writer , 
specializing in military topics 



BANK-LIKE SECURITY 


JALLED 

TY 

00 

IURE 


HAMBLEN SALES 

609 CLIFFORD CT., FT COLLINS, CO 80524 
PHONE (303) 221-5133 TOLL FREE 1-800-326-5133 
All prices FOB American Fork. Utah - Prepayment required pnor 
to shipping Pnces and model subject to change without notice 



WALLCOVERINGS 

ANY BOOK 


to 80 % OFF 

WINDOW BLINDS 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


ALL WALLPAPER 

ANY BOOK SEEN ANYWHERE 

• All 1st Quality 

• Instant Price Quotes 

• Free Freight 

NO SALES TAX (Except Ml) SAME 


ALL STYLES * 

• Verticals 

• Pleated Shades 

• Horizontals ^ 5 , 

• Roller Shades 

• Mini-Micro vfci 

• Real Wood 

• Mini Blinds 

PROCESSING ALL 1ST QUALITY 



VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 
DEAL DIRECT AND SAVE 
KNOWN FOR LOWEST PRICES 



SHOP AT YOUR LOCAL STORE AND CALL FOR PRICE 

1 800 521-0650 

POST WALLCOVERING DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

HOURS: MON.- FRI. 9-8:00 SAT. 9-6:00 E.S.T. 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE - FAX 313 338-7943 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 





I C04 □ Bounty Hunter 
C204G Private Detective 

I C45 □ MAC-V (CIA), #1 
C60 □ MAC-V(CIA), #2 
I C72 □ Special Agent 
I C52 □ Air America Pilot 
| C01 □ Press Card 

I C50 □ Phoenix Program 
C49 □ Delta Force 

I C25 □ Parachutist, Cert. 
C26 □ SCUBA, Certified 
~ Weapons Sdbc. 


I Mercenary 
I Intelligence Officer 
I Video Photographer 
I Special Forces 
I Seal Team 
I Pilot 

I Identification Card 
I Inti Drivers Permit 
I Private Investigator 
I Bodyguard 
I Security Consultant 

Operations r 


1.95MB $ 19.95 


I NIC Law Enforcement Supply | 

(Nic, inc.) 220 Carroll Box 5950-SH B 

Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 _ | 

, 24 hr. Order No. 310-222-2970 ( 96 pg. Color Catalog $2.00) Q 

l Free with any order J ■ 




□ VI QM/C □ CHK □ MO 


-Exp. Date- 

FAX# 318-869-3228 


Add $1.05 Hndi. 


/ Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 

/Full tang one piece construction. Leath- 
/er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
(r Guaranteed tf Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-4-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


Write or Call For Our 
“Free” Catalog 

PULLOVER PARKA 



Pullover Parka is available in several wind-resistant 
water-repellent and breathable 50/50 fabrics. Full 
sized attached hood with draw string closure and 
draw cord adjustments at waist and hem. A large 
hidden zipper closed front chest pocket with flap. 
Long sleeves with Velcro® closure adjustable cuffs. 
Full cut for better maneuverability and to be worn as 
an over-garment, so order one size smaller if It Is to 
be worn alone. Sizes: S(37-41"), M(41-45"), L(45- 
49"). XL(49-53"), XXL (over 53"). Colors: 6-color 
Desert 3-color Desert, Woodland Camo, Black, 
Navy, O.D. Green, Tiger Stripe, Off-white, Trebark 
and Tan. $34.95 each add $3.00 for XXL. 


Man proper amount plus $4.95 (double for Canada) 

(TN residents add 7.75% sates tax) 
for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 


7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
in TN (815) 588-5945 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


the FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 





Size 3* x 5’ with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 

Select From 

□ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

□ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 

ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

□ P.0.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT 

□ U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 

□ NAZI (WWII) □ CONFEDERATE 

□ ARMY □ MESS W/THE BEST 

□ NAVY DIE LIKE THE REST 

□ AIR FORCE □ AMERICA LOVE IT 

□ MARINES OR LEAVE 

□ COAST GUARD □ SPECIAL FORCE'S 

IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 
P.O. Box 41156 • Chicago, IL 60641 
Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier’s check or money order. 


City. State, Zip_ 

Viet Nam Veteran Owned 



At Your Command 

Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 
military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. 
Over 100 full-color pages including official mili¬ 
tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 
aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 
and much more. For a catalog, send your name, 
address and $3.00 to:. 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ 

State:_Zip:_ 


ucsmsr^. 

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


DEPT SF ■ 

2855 Centennial Ave. Radciiff, KY 40160-9000 fl 


‘INTERNATIONAL* COMBAT TRAINING 


y * t 


• 


COURSES: 

Commando * Counter Terrorism 

Airborne * Raid/Rescue 

Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 
Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 
FIREARMS TRAINING 
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 
Machineguns/Suppressors 



BRIGAGE SECURITY FORCES 

RT 1 BOX 246-37. DEPT SOP 
MOORFSVILLE. NC 28115 USA 
CATALOG S3 00 * -w, if., v. PHONE 1704)663 4267 
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extends to 
16 inches 


TMBERSHEPHERD® 

As featured in SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. 1J3, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug '84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb, '87, 

Cover feature story ATLANTA WEEKLY 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday 
Magazine, Jan 31,1988 


“The 

Arkansas 

Knifesmith’ 


Designer & Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood' 
& ‘fiamto" 


“Imitated 

but 

unequaled" 


2721 So. Arkansas Ave., 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 


“THE ULTIMATE K-9” 
Home & Family Protection 
AH Trainers Dept of Defense Certified. 
-Pups A Professional Training Available- 

Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

-Excellent With Children- 

Shipping Available Worldwide 

"Developed and Bred Solely by "... 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES 

Box 1620 ME, Afcen, South Carolina 29802 
Phone 24 hours: (803) 649-5936 


NOTICE 

To 

CALIFORNIA 

RESIDENTS 

Seme firearms advertised In tNs magazine may or may not be 
lawM for sate in Cafifomia. 

Those specifically not aflowed for sate in CaMomia are: 

A. Al d the following rifles: 

1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 

2. UZIandGaH 

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETMEC3 

5. Co# AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 
A Daewoo K-1.K-2.Mn1, and Max Z 

7. Fabrique Naflonate FN/FAL, FN/LAR and FNC 

8. FAMAS MAS223 

ft Heckter & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12. SK5 AMT, SKS 500 Series, and SKS PE-57 

13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 

14. Staffing MK-6 and SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. VWmet M62, M71S and M78 

17. Armalite AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bushmaster Assault Rtfte (armgun) 

19. Calco M-900 Assault Cartfine 

20. MandaH THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21. PtaMMd Machina Company Carbine 

22 . PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Vteaver Arm teghlhawk 

B. Al of toe tofcwring ptetots: 

1. UZI 

2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mtchell Arms Spectre Auto 
ft Sterfing MK-7 
7. Caflco M-900 

C. Alof thefoflewing thofiguns: 

1. French! SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 

Z Gflbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 
SWD Street Sweeper 
3. Encom CM-55 
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MAGAZINE 




CORPORATION 
SUCCESSORS TO NORWICH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST | 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #16CATAL0G 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A500+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 


SURFACE FOREIGN S 10.95 U>$- 
airmail WtttTE poa quote send 


GUN PARTS CORP BOX SF04. W HURLEY. NY 12491 
914-679-2417 FAX 914 679 5849 

THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The "HOUND DOG" is a wise investment tor anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the "HOUND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter ot minutes. The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUNO DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a nse in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling tor several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


SIZE . 1.6 x 2 . 4 xB . 2 INCHES ^ I 9 Q . 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 


$195.00 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other Lrarcsmttsrs. 
Transmits up to V< mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble W - up to 9V battery (not tod) 

$19.95 


. CM 407-725-1000 or tend $195.00 plus $6.00 ehlpptaQ tor Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 eNpptag for FM Trrontter to USI 
1 Corp. P.O. Bax SF-2052, Metooume, FL 32902. COD’S OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice ecrambters & other speciality Hants 
andoaa $2.00 to USI Corp. 


UNIVERSAL FORCE 
DYNAMICS PUBLISHING 

410 Delaware, Dept SO 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 
(913) 682-6518 
Presents 

Personal security books by internationally 
acc/a/med self-defense author, Robert K. 
Spear 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine says, “These 
are not rehashes of armchair-warrior theory; 
Spear has a hands-on knowledge stemming 
from years spent as a military trainer around 
fhe world , and the singular ability to express it 
in writing ... if might just keep you alive down 
the roadl" 

SWAT Magazine says, “Spear’s ability to 
use simple . concise language when he teaches 
or writes makes it easy for a novice to 
understand while adding to the expert's 
knowledge base as well!" 

Available titles include: 

• Survival on the Battlefield: A Hand¬ 
book to Military Martial Arts —$14.95 

• Close-Quarters Combat for Police & 
Security Forces — $ 19.95 

• Surviving Hostage Situations —$14.95 

• Hapkido: The Integrated Fighting 
Art -$12.95 

• Military Knife Fighting — $9.95 

Shipping & Handling h 10** of invoice with a minimum 
orSJ.OO. Send fora free I'FD catalog today! 

Dealer inquiries welcome! tamtam k. 

Set Vs At Booth JOS A 

SOF Orlando Expo ^ jd 


72 page, 4 color catalog is full of hard 
working knives that you could stake 
your life on. Exciting selection 
features hunting knives, bowies, self- 
defense items, military knives, 
machetes, hardy pocketknives and ex¬ 
otic knives from around the world. In¬ 
cludes several pages of knifemaking 
supplies. High quality. Affordable prices 


□ Send $1.00 for a year's subscription to our catalog. 
REFUNDABLE on your first order. 

Name __ 

Address _ 

City_ 

State __ 2p_ 

#\AiUtoiA 

CUTLfPy Box 839 ASL Conyers GA 30207 

& No one under 16 permitted to order this catalog! 
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FREE! 

Discount 
Knife Catalog 

• Save up to 50% or more 

• Huge selection 

• Top quality--no seconds 

• Fast service 

• Satisfaction guaranteed! 




5461 Kendall Street Dept. SF 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 
Phone: 1-208-376-0430 
Fax: 1-208-376-7608 


MOVING? 




30 Day Unconditional 


ValmetMagS warranty-ONE YEAR 
Repair & Replacement 
95 VISA-MC Accepted 

9 EACH 


MR/MRS 


Max/Capacity Products Inc. 

Manufacturers ol Magazines and Accessories for the Worts Finest Firearms 

1605 W. Sack Drive • Phoenix, A2 85027 
(602)780-2836 


City/State/Zip 


Phone 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


SEND TODAY! $79.50 + 2.50 

handling $82.00 Check, Money Order, 
US Funds Only) 

-OR- 

Without Video (Same, instruction 
manual, professional picks, catalog) 
$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 
Money Order, US Funds Only) 


See over 35 exciting blades In full 
color. Prices from $10 to $275, 
and all tremendous value for 
money! Call for free catalogs: 

C0U) J7FH 

800 / 258-1655 


Send $82.00 or $52.00 To... 

AMERICAN SYSTEMS 

2100 Roswell Road 
Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 


Street 


Apt. No. 


Available for a Limited Time Only 

SOFs 

“War in the Middle East” 
Special Issue 


For only $6.50. 

This special issue contains chronological cover¬ 
age of Desert Shield to Desert Storm with front 
line reporting by Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown. War in the Middle East also has a pull 
out map of the Persian Gulf region highlighting 
troop placement. Order now, quantities limited! 

CUP & MAIL TO: MSI, 1750 30th St, Suite 
498, Boulder, CO 80301 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ 

STATE _ ZIP _ 

Credit Card # _Exp._ 

Make checks payable to Mountain Star International 
Or call t-800-800-7630 for fatter delivery. 
Payment must accompany order, U.S. funds only. 
Offer valid while supplies last. 


mmm? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 


Nomadic Living 


■ Privacy from Taxes ■ 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Visa/MC: 800-338-8484 

ONLY $18.95 


EDEN PRESS 

| 11623 Slater "C”. Box 8410-AP Fountain Valley. CA 92728 | 

■ Your (□ Regular P&H, $3.00 (Please add ■ 
J Choice (□ FIRST CLASS,$6.00 to 0*06*J 
(California residents please add 7.75% sales 

I □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 


Basic Locksmith 


INCLUDES: 

• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 

• Professional Lock 
Picks 

• Instruction Manual 

• Catalog 


TL ^ A DESERT STORM 
I rl FAVORITE: $59.95 

■ ■ Sugg. Retail. 

Strongest 
Sharpest 
Knives in 
the World 
Are Just 
a Phone- 
Call Away 


8am to 5pm PDT. You must be over 18. 
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BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested In accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 




Auto-Ordnance 1 

Corporation 

Rg* Sf my. Hurifrf. mv ism 


The Big Ones! 
Now this is 
a knife... 


Front A Back Protector $200 
Detachable Side Panels $40 
Chest Trauma Plate $35 
Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc) 

P.O.Box 1754 Dept Sf 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 


£ 


Special Sale! 
-Both for $39.95 

Beautiful rosewood handles and brass handguards. 
Giant Bowie Authentic style modeled with the original in 
mind. 14-3/4" overall with an unbelievable 10-1/4" heavy 
gauge carbon steel blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Arkansas Toothpick Nobody will pick a bone with this. 
The biggest toothpick knife we have ever seen. 18" overall. 
12-1/4" double-edged blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 

Send check or money order for immediate shipment! Add 
$3.00 for shipping. III. residents add 7% tax. Visa/MC call 
Toll-Free 1-800-843-4105. In Illinois 1-800-225-2501. 
Money back guarantee If not pleased! 

Ballard Cutlery Dept. SF-492 
1495 Brummel Ave., Elk Grove, IL 60007 


Develop the body you’vealway sdneamed of having. 
Add inches to your chest, arms, and thighs. Sculpt 
your stomach, buttocks, and calves. The Boay 
Sculptor tones muscles, and relieves stress and 
tension. Adjustable electrical impulses work your 
muscles more effectively than regular exercise. 
It’s medically proven, effortless and safe! 

Useit at home, in the office, travelling, even while 
reading or watching T.V. Results guaranteed in 30 
days or your money back! 

• 30-Day Guarantee 

• 2 Year Warranty 

• AC Wall Adaptable 

• Fully Adjustable 

• Complete Instructions 

• Makes a Great Gift 

• Shop & Compare — 


BODY SCULPTOR 1004: BODY SCULPTOR 179: 

Fully adjustable Fully adjustable 

6-Pad unit w/ wait adapter 12-Pad unit w/ wall adapter 
ONLY $220 ONLY $425 


• Please include $10 for shipping &. handling • 

• Foreign orders add US$20.00 • 

CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

1-800-428-7825 EXT. 33 

Or send a Check/Money Order to: _ 

’ " David Sleele Enterprises, Inc. SF 0392 

64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92715 

Sculptor 1004 (Qty):_Sculptor 179 (Qty):- 

□ Check Enclosed □ Money Order Enclosed 

D Viss/MC*_Exp- 
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S^gunsH! 


NOW THAT WE HAVE YOUR ATTENTION 

Are You Planning For the Best & 
Preparing For The Worst? 


THEN SUBSCRIBE TO 


PRACTICAL 


iURVIVfl L 

THE VOICE OF NATURAL LIVING AND SELF-RELIANCE 

Produced by the staff of SOF 












CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per 
insertion —$40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
returned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: PO. Box 693 = 2 
words: 60306 * 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl. SGT, 
20mm. U.S. count as one word each. Hyphenated words 
and telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine to 
be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. Classified Dept.. P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder. CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
WUDRY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON- 
TAWED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER. HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED W ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to spe¬ 
cial licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

DEADLINES FOR ALL 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Street Lethal 

EED KILL I 


PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 


'92 Issues 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 


Deadline 
MAR. 19 
APR. 23 
MAY 21 


JUN. 18 


17th Anniversary & Las Vegas 
Convention Special Issue 


NOV JUL. 23 

DEC AUG. 20 

Classified Dept 
PO Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306-0693 

Classified Ads Cannot Be 
Taken Over Telephone 


APPAREL 


WORLDWIDE MILITARIA & CAMOUFLAGE, New 1992 
16 page catalog of camouflage & gear from around the 
world! Catalog SI.00 A.HA., Box 21606. Denver. CO 
80221. (174) 


| 0* Can you hit a man 11 times or more in one second or less? | 
- 0* Can you drop a man to his knees with one blow? 

| 0* Can you win a fight in 3 seconds or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS I 
Warrior Publications I 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd.. Medford, OR 97501 (503) 535-3188 ■ 

CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD TODAY I 


IYOUR MILITARY MEDALS! | 
II II l> 



- FULL SIZE US MEDALS 
■ UN AND RVN MEDALS 

• MINIATURE MEDAL5 

* OFFICAL RIBBONS 


, SKILL BADGES 
. DISPLAY CASES 
. MANUALS ON 
CLAIMING MEDALS 


• RANK BADGES . PATCHES.... ALL GUARANTEED I 


SEND $2.00 TODAY FOR ALL NEW COLOR CATALOG l 


MEDALS OF AMERICA 

I929S2 FAiRVIEWROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN ,S.C. 29644 


NAZI GENERALS CAP 

State . . S.M. or Lg. Size > *88 00 

Shoulder Boards, . Set - 31.00 
Collar Tabs ........ Set » 18.00 

Complete, . . . Knights cross - 21.00 
The Complete Set N STOCK 
aN 4 - *137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog * *5.00 Free with Order 


W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063F St. Louis. MO 63158 


Gl SUPPLY R.D. #10, BOX 10419 - Dept. SOF 
Gi NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

' s ?Mr ) U S. LARGE COMBAT 

L field pack 

WITH FRAME ilc2-mwemck) 

Sm 



fsLyr' ^ W^Tjjjei Origin and current Gl issue Long Range Special 
iufl Mission Model has a total of 6 outsida pocXete. 

\ 1 iforr D ' rin8s inside main com P6 rtment 10 shorten 

ok iV I 'i'jr pack if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
L. i!with Gl Frame straps, Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 
y O.D. Nylon will cany 70 lbs. easy. 

Send *3 00 ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Orta, pound 

For 200 Ham Catalog! 4 M»*er Cant gladly accepted. NO 

__ COO’s. JUI nwtfondto it 100* gnmtnd. flesMeets 

, 333(201)948-6260d JUnta, Hamfl aad Puerto Ffo add 5* hr sMpptag. 


F0B8IDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
AND GENUINELY P4NGEROUS LOOK. *8u>4 
Ing Tedon T,1 -Co(lte(t RuScts ejemming Speed 
R eder elT tsnlum W w heede •Acttyet lnfl Inert 
Grenades eltypereecure Encryption sRocket 
Wscpons edendeeUns Pyn> Eipoe4 eWeertng 
A Wire •O HwU ng Atom* •Forbidden Tech 
Mertcetptece •Surveillence Photography 
•Computer Vhusee •Sc ra mPing/D- c r em bl- 
ing •Ultrasonic Weapons •MonN 8.5x11,2S8 
meety pages. A Fresh 8 Ludd Look et Forbid¬ 
den Technology! *33 domestic postage pekL 
Registry Distributing, 1016 17th SL Ste 372, 
Denver, CO. 80202. SoM only to inform. 


SPECIAL FORCES TIGERSTRIPE UNIFORMS, 1966 
Vietnam pattern worn in "The Green Berets" new $72.00, 
matching boonie hat $16.00. A.H.A.. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221 MasterCard & VISA accepted! (174) 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


INVESTIGATOR S GUIDE TO INFORMATION RE¬ 
SOURCES; Best source book available anywhere! Visa/ 
MC (818)367-0154 or send $35.00 to Al Data. Dept. SOF. 
PO Box 922169, Sylmar, CA 91392. (175) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade 
Books, PO Box 1401-Z, Secaucus, NJ 07096. (180) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research 
materials. Videocassettes, photographs, literature, 
Zapruder film. Catalogue: $3. Collector’s Archives; Box 2 
Beaconsfield. Quebec. H9W 5T6. (176) 



Personal Protection Dogs • Guard Dogs • 
Narcotics/Explosive Detection • Police Patrol 
Dogs • Dual Purpose • Sales/Lease • Drug 
Testing • Professional Training for your Dog • 

DEA Reg. #RC 0 124797 
Tx. DPS Reg. »G0068380 Tx. Ucsnsft #05343-9 

A professional Innovative approach to 
your security needs 
CENTEX SECURITY K-9 SERVICES 
24235 Natural Bridge Caverns Rd. 

San Antonio, TX 78266-1601 

Fax# (512) 651-9356 

1-512-651-5838 “100% Replacement Guaranteed 7 ’ 


Fighting Street Throws 


by BILL SHAW. Renowned Trainer ol Combined Fighting Arts' 

VOL. 1 - ESSENTIAL SKILLS $5995 * 

Effectively throwing with speed and power! WL 
VOL. 2 - STREET TACTICS $59.95 W 

Put the attacker down and keep him there! M 

VHS IHQQilH BE 

ELITE PRODS., 1510 N. Argonne #G, Dpt 4 
Spokane, WA 99212 (509) 927-8841 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 far details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 9Q066 


NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50-page catalog describes over 
300 fascinating titles. The best nonfiction books available 
for men of action and adventure! Send $1.00 to: Paladin 
Press, PO Box 1307-2AQT. Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (176) 

GET EVEN The underground revenge newsletter. The 
newsletter of guerilla techniques for the underdog! Sample 
$2.00. Scanning Unlimited P.O. Box 44344 West Allis, Wl 
53214. (174) 

G LOCK The NewWave in Combat Handguns — Firearms 
instructor and longtime Glock owner Peter Alan Kasler 
debunks the myths, lays to rest the rumors, and. through 
photos of a special cutaway Glock, demystifies the design 
and operations of what is the most innovative handgun to 
be introduced in some time — and possibly in the history 
of firearms. 51/2x8 1/2, hardcover, photos, iltus.. 304pp. 
Send $29.00 ppd to Paladin Press. Box 1307-2DQK, 
Boulder, Colorado 80306. (303) 443-7250. (176) 


BEER DRINKERS! Don’t risk your career. New booklet 
reveals 101 ways to avoid DWI. Only $5.00 D&V PO Box 
278. Velma, OK 73091. (176) 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Sharpest tactics get settle¬ 
ment you want. 228-page book, $18.95. Visa/MC: 800- 
338-8484. Eden Press. Box 8410-DD. Fountain Vblley, 
CA 92728. (176) 

OVER 600 "How to" HARD-TO-FIND BOOK CATA¬ 
LOGUE. Not sold in retail stores! $2.00 P.O. Box 865 
Poughkeepsie. New York 12601. (174) 


TWO GREAT BOOKS TO TAKE HOME to the family. 
Table 600, Orlando Exposition. (1) TIMES RECALLED by 
Fred Farris. 83 witty and wonderful tales dedicated to 
America s Veterans. SI 4.50. (2) THIS SNAKE IS GOOD 
by Helen Copeland. A boy at summer camp discovers 
what courage is, $4.95. Order postage paid: Helen 
Copeland 1850 Maryland Av. Charlotte, N.C. 28209. (174) 

ARMCHAIR HOODLUM Books is the name for true 
organized crime reading. Mysterious Billy Glass-Biily 
Glass Gets Even-The Santa Barbara Society. All real 
shockers!! SI2 per. M. Kelley. 3518 El Camino Real #327, 
Atascadero. CA. 93422. (176) 
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i Learn gunsmithing! 

I America's No. 1 home study n* 

| program. Become an expert 
■ with rifles, shotguns, hand- IJL 
J guns. Learn high-profit re- /w 
I pairs, work full-or part-time. jH 
| Free career booklet. JJ][ 

1800 - 223-4542 ffijk 

i Name_ ^ j 

I Address_ 

I City- f 

| State_Zip_ 

| The School of Gunsmithing^!/ 

| 2245 Perimeter Park 
i Dept. GE171, Atlanta, GA 30341 


BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

^ YHS ONLY $39.95 

By the massed bands of the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

MEN — WOMEN — 

TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 

^1-^1 AS A private detective. 

START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
^AnJ0J77feQ\ LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
TECHNIQUES ¥ 

FROM THE 
EXPERTS. 

CALL NOW 617-721-4292 



HUNTIHG-BOWRSKIHG-TARGET-S'JRVIVAL-BIG GAME WE AP0N*DEER-ELK-BOAR-RABBfTS-C ARP I 

■ S 7995 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171C Park Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 


SHOCKING MANUALS!! I 


Survival Elactronlcs, Computers, Security, Weeponry, Rock¬ 
etry, Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+ otters include 
Specie! Projects and Technical Research Services, and hard¬ 
ware. Confidentiality Guaranteed! Send $4 for new Combined 
Catalog. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer (Lockheed), Professor 
of Computer Science (NMSU). As seen on CBS '60 Minutes.' Since 1971. 

consumERTRonics 

2011 CRESCENT DR., P.O. DRAWER 537 
ALAMOGORDO. NM 88310 (505>-434-0234 


WANTED: MEN OF ACTION! True Crime, pirating, 
investigation, hunting/trapping, outdoor cooking, wilder¬ 
ness skills, survival and police science book catalog 
-SI .00 Gaddis Publishing, Box 411476-SOF. Los Ange¬ 
les, Calif. 90041. (183) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing 
small business. Grants/loans to S500.000. Free recorded 
message: 707-449-8600. (KW5)(174) 

EARN $140.00 per hour taking pictures for lawyers. Send 
$3.00 for start-up pack. Coronet. BXG Fishermans Road, 
Truro. MA 02666. (174) 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS. TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-« WEEKS 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone line. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ot conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 



$19.95 



EACH Oiy »5Q Avail 

. Super Powerful 

FM TRANSMITTER 

V \ Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 

" \ Transmits up to V* mile to any FM rado -Easy to 

Assemble Kil ■ up to 9V battery (not rnd ) 
f w catalog ot Transmitters, Voce Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2 DO to USI Corp 

Call 407-736-1000 Of Mod 119.95 + SI.00 
shipping p#f ttam to: USJ Corp., P.O. Box 
8F-2082, Molbourm, FL 32902 COO * OK. 


AFRICA-K0RP. CAP & GOGGLES 

German 1 942 Mtg. ORIGINAL sand & dust googles. 

still in the* pocket pouch. 

^ Tan Ofc caps = New REPLICA State S-M- or 

Lg Sue Both - Only $39.00 
We pay postage. Our 250 page Mly ilustraled 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with ordef) 


OVER 40 000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


d., Box 2063-f St. Louie, MO 63158 


A Conditioning System 
Expressly For Shooters 


V Mental Performance 
f Hand - Eye - Mind 

VISUAL ACUITY TRAINING 


Serious shooter? Like to win? Looking for an 


edge? Improve yourscore by improving visual 


& mental skills. 


Send SSAE for more information plus a coupon 


good for $1.00 off your order. Or send $10.00 to 


ACUMEN, Dept.O, P.O. Box804,Morro Bay.CA 


93442. Money back guarantee. 
Calif, orders, include sales tax 


COLLECTORS 


UNITED NATIONS BERETS. Sky blue beret with en¬ 
amelled U.N. badge unissued $30.00, U.N. patches S8.00 
A.H.A.. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (174) 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals 
and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans, Box 
890638, Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (174) 

BRITISH SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regi¬ 
mental insignia: blazer crests; ties: plaques: tankards; 
berets; belts: officer’s canes; patches; prints; posters; 
medals; books: cassettes: videos: etc. of elite British/ 
Scottish Regiments, including SAS, Paratroops. Guards. 
Black Watch, Royal Marines, RAF & RN, etc. Import 
catalog S5.00 British Regalia Imports. Dept. 6, P.O. Box 
50473. Nashville, TN 37205. (175) 

VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books. Dl pins T-shirts. 
Catalog SI. SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse. NY 13208. 
(178) _ 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, 
uniforms, T-shirts, posters, camouflage. World’s biggest 
catalog. $3.00. Krupper. Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208 
(178) _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current 
issue F-1 uniforms in “lizard" pattern camouflage, unis¬ 
sued suit $70.00. F-1 Camouflage cap $15.00. A.H.A.. 
Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (174) 



I se S n dc M a^S!^;\ ^fe^ yORDER NOW! WE’LL SHIP TODAY I 
17-day Salts Gtd. NO COmts j|C|p|i - cALL800-228*2323 or 801-975-02221 
1 BLACKHAWK CrtDSSBOWS. INC. BOX 27222- Sail Lake Cilv. UT84127 1 


C 


WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 

SUBSCRIBE TO... 


MILITARY 


VEHICLES 


DON’T MISS OUT! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $15 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 


P.O. Box 1748-L • Union, NJ 07083 
Till-; MARKETPLACE 
lOll MILITARY VEHICLES 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ * if if if if * 


BRITISH SPECIAL FORCES 

Many Items Available Only From Us! 
Latest Combat Clothing and Equipment. 
Also WWIi Clothing Reproductions, 
and lots more. For our Free 36 page, 
colour illustrated catalogue, please send $2 bills only 
to: Special Air-Sea Services. St. Georges Works, St 
Georges Quay. Lancaster, Lancs. LAI 5QJ, England 
Telephone (0524) 64204. Fax. (0524) 844239 


WWII RELICS! Cheaper than certain "well-known" relics 
dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers, medals, 
helmets. Catalog. $5 (refundable). Telephone: 612-689- 
1146. Militaria, Box 261-D, Cambridge. MN 55008. (176) 

EAST GERMAN ARMY OFFICER VISOR CAPS Original 
and Complete. $25.00 each. Jenda Wu, 115 South Lake 
Avenue. A1, Albany. N.Y. 12208. (174) 


EDUCATION 


TERM PAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 306- 
page catalog —rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX. Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 (California: 310-477-8226) (179) 

ACCREDITED DEGREES — Police Science, Security. 
Business Administration, etc. through correspondence 
—Catalog: U S.-$4.00. Foreign-$6.00 (American cur¬ 
rency) — St. John’s University 31916SF, University Circle, 
Springfield. Louisiana 70462*91008. (174) 


SPEEDY RESEARCH 50,000 TOPICS. Reports $5 per 
page. Materials for research assistance use only! Custom 
research available. Visa/MC/AMEX 800-356-9001. 
(213)463-1257. (175) 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS. STATESIDE. SI 00 to SI 000 daily. Now 
hiring. FREE list. ZINCS 117. Box 585. Dearborn, Ml 
48120. (175) 

SECURITY EMPLOYMENT IN THE CARIBBEAN — 

Send S5.00 for the information-packed guide to Smith 
Publications. P.O. 4992. Sevierville. TN 37862. (174). 

INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police, security, 
investigation, intelligence. Nationwide, some interna¬ 
tional. Executives to $80,700. Positions explained. Four 
monthly issues: $21.95. PSIC/FO. P.O. Box 1562. Deca¬ 
tur, IL 62525. (174) 

CARIBBEAN ISLANDS WANT YOU!!! Live! Work! Invest! 
Full information on requirements, contacts, jobs. British 
Virgins. Antigua, St. Kitt s, St. Vincent, Montserrat! Start 
packing! Caribbean Review. P.O. Box 24165. London, 
Canada. N6H 5C4. Only $10.00 U.S.(174) 
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BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACER & MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATORI. 



FOR COMPLF.TF INFORMATION SEND $2.00 (RE- 
FTNIUBLi:) FOR ATC’S 11> PACES IMFO-PACK. 


ATC: THE LEADER IN TRACING 
w EXPERTISE & Ml INVESTIGATIONS! 


MONEY I 
JOBS 
CREDIT! 


• lip to $5000 free and clear—30 days. 

• Survive w/o a salary • Cash Income. 

• How to be working in 48 hours. 

• Get college degrees by mall. 

• Recession-proof Jobs, careers. 

• $100,000 credit on signature alone. 

• Business money secrets, sources. 

• VIsa/MasterCard—no credit check. 
FREE 40-page catalog 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 



ORIGINAL 
ACCESSORIES! 
AND PARTS 


RGUNS 

149 Western Ave.. RT 31 
Carpentersville. IL 60110 
Illinois #1 Dealer for H&K 
708-428-3569 FAX 708-428-4471 

IMMEDIATE SHIPPING. VISA MC 
Send S3.00 for Parts and Accessories catalog. 

I SI.00 from each catalog will be donated to NRA. 
I buy accessories and guns, top S paid. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT EMPLOYMENT GUIDE Covers 
All Major Federal and State Law Enforcement Positions, 
Application Requirements. Addresses. Interviewing — 
Everything! Guaranteed! $7.95 CONSULTANTS. P.O. 
Box 1232-SOF. Uniontown. PA 15401. (174) 


C.S. TEARGAS GRENADES $12.50 each. 6 for S70. 12 
for $135; Postpaid. MicMar Enterprises, 711 Ridgeview. 
Tefford. PA 18969. (175) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTER KrTS! Surface mount 
transmitters! Tracking transmitters! Voice disguisers! Bug 
detectors! Phone snoops! More! Kit catalog S2.00: XANDI 
ELECTRONICS. Box 25647. Dept. 40BB, Tempe AZ 
85285-5647. (174) 


WILDERNESS HOME COMBINES THE GREAT OUT¬ 
DOORS with the "creature comforts" of civilization. A 
former staff residence for a climbing school, this 11-year- 
old. three story, 3600 square foot home has 6 bedrooms, 
and 3 bathrooms. Property includes 81 acres, bordered on 
three sides by Lincoln National Forest. There is pure 
spring water in the home and wild game is in abundance. 
Solar, wood, electric and propane are in service. Home 
comes fully furnished as a “tum-key" operation. Property 
is located in Lincoln county 20 miles north of Tinnie. New 
Mexico. See full page ad in March/April 1992 issue of 
Backwoods Home Magazine and American Survival 
Guide for pictures of the property. Asking $350,000.00. 
For more details call or write; Mr. Howard Allen, P.O. Box 
320, New Knoxville. OH 45871. Phone: (419) 753-2523 or 
Fax: (419) 753-2903. (174) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current (5^ 
f Large Catalog, $2.00 ft\jfi l 
Ek SAUNDERS 

Box 3133 *SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 \W 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



American Tracing Corp . 

289 College Street, Burlington, VT 0540V8320 ^ 


20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
‘Video Available* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722— (406) 846-1000 


BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 


Nation-wide need for Bail Bond Investigators 

Over 3,700 Ball Bond agencies are experiencing a 
greater number of bond skips. Get your foot in the door 
as a Bail Bond investigator. Message tells how! 
Have pen and paper ready. Cail 1-900-968-9808, ext. 228. 
($2/min./5 minute call) Off duty military welcome! 


“Outdoor Education & 
Equipment Supplier” 

Tracking: A Blueprint for Learning 
How . 149 pg,. A self-taught, step-by-step 
method on the art of mantracking. $12.95. 

Staying Alive in tbe Arctic . 60 pg. A 
pocket-size cold weather survival manual 
written for use in the Arctic and ail cold 
weather climates. $3.50. 

Edible and Poisonous Plants of tbe 
WestemlEastem States. 52 color plates 
of common edible and poisonous plants. 
Black print indicates edible plants with 
description, habitat, and uses; red print, 
poisonous and cautions. Specify Eastern or 
Western states. $6.95 per card deck. 

Survival Card Deck . First aid, campsites, 
shelters, fire starting, signals, water, food, 
and becoming unlost. $6.95. 

Send check or money order and $1.50 per 
item for shipping and handling to: 

ARK LITE, PO Box 1484 Dept. OG, 


jCUVEX L-A X L-j A V-' UUA ,L TO i. L 

Lake Oswego, OR 97035. 


65.000 VT STUNGUNS. $30 ea. + $4 S/H send check or 
money order to: Significant Lives; P.O. Box 108; Harri¬ 
sonburg. \A 22801. (174) 


QUALITY 40 PIECE 3/8" AND 1/4" DRIVE SAE and 
metric socket set. $6.95. Over 80 quality tools. $1.00 for 
list. R. Craig's Tool Emporium. P.O. Box 99. Penryn, CA 
95663. (174) 


40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG: Cash income opportuni¬ 
ties. Home business. Divorce tricks. New identity, credit 
jobs, degree. Foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box 
8410-SR. Fountain Valley. CA 92728. (174) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. 
Send SI. for postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept. 
SF90-L. Honolulu. HI 96B06. (176) 


Wear the Badge of a 

$£ DETECTIVE 

fill 





■aMWitfili i 


HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Deoler Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159, Ask For David 


VOICE CHANGING TELEPHONE 




-BEWARE- 

The World's Most Powerful Blowgans 
■re DOWN & DIRTY! 

Write or Call For Immediate Info. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 
_Tel. (602) 855-8095_ 


INSTRUCTION 


TRACERS Load your own. Illustrated instructions S5. 
Sardauker, Box38531-S. Germantown. TN 38138. (177) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARIA & CAMOUFLAGE, 1992 
Catalog $1.00. I.M.S.. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. 
(174) _ 

ORIENTAL LADIES want husbands. Overseas corre¬ 
spondence. The ladies you can't meet in bars. INTRO¬ 
DUCTIONS. 2421 Pratt 4230SOF, Chicago, Illinois. 
60645. (174) 
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CACHE TUBES, all 

sizes threaded or slip-fit 
caps thickwall PVC 

CAN SAFES, over 150 
models from beer cans to 
aerosols that actually spray 


SECRET COMPARTMENT KITS, 

all materials and instructions included 
guaranteed lowest prices on all items 
call or write for free brochure 



CONCEALMENT DEVICES 

PO Box 15878 • Sarasota, FL 34277 

(813) 378-2761 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


OVIK 40.000 



Hats-Badges-Medals of all Nations. 

Cap {new from 
maker), tan wltl) 
visor, chin strap 
pin. State size S, 

M.orLfl.$88.00 

We pay postage. Our 250 page 
fully Illustrated catalog $5.00 
(Free with order) 


W.W.#2 Ltd.. Box 2063-T. St Louis. MO 63158 


j" AMERICA’S NO.l HOME STUDY PROGRAM :"! 

■ Be a paralegal! j 



The paralegal field will 
grow faster than any other 
in the 90s, according to 
the Dept, of Labor. Train 
now for a great career 
working with attorneys. 

Free career book: 
800 - 223-4542 


Name. 


Address. 


City_State_Zip_ 

School of Paralegal Studies, Dept LE171 
2245 Perimeter Pk., Atlanta, Georgia 30341 


BULLET SHOOTING CROSSBOW — Brilliant new inven¬ 
tion! Totally new concept in history of bullet crossbows! 
.38 cal. fantastic hunting power! Silent! Accurate! All 
wood! Build yourself! Plans $12.50. No personal checks. 
E. Weber. 2 Dewey Ave., Plainville, CT 06062. (174) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2.00 for police catalog. B-PEC 
Dept. SF791 Box 7630. Sunnymead. CA 92303 (174) 

MEN, HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SCORE EVE- 
RYNfTE? Magnet, the latest scientific break through in 
pheromone research, will do just that. Send LSASE & 
$1.00 to: I.C.S.. Box 18000-5 Dept. SOF, Las Vegas, NV 
09114. (176) 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. 
We’ll help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500- 
$50,000. Not a loan company. UAC. Dept. SF, P.O. Box 
26295, Birmingham. AL 35226 or call 1-800-320-8204. 
(174) _ 

50,000 BIG MAPS (ANYPLACE): Iraq, Vietnam, Moon, 
Ohio-anyplace! Tactical, surplus. Naval, intelligence, 
topographies, catalog. $3.00 (refundable) Allied. Drawer 
5070-F, Glendale. AZ 05312. (174) 

BROCHURE- See our large selection of citations/ 
diplomas/awards for miiitary/marksmanship/martial arts 
and more. Send $1 plus large SASE to Docugraphics 
3232 SW 35 Blvd. Suite 115, Dept. S. Gainesville, FL. 
32608.(176) 


RCGIMCNTM INSIGNM & UKAPONfiV 

• SAS • RAF • BLACH UIATCH 

• PARA • RM • CAMERONS 

• RSDG • RN • GURRDS etc. 



Import Catalog $4.00 

BRITISH nCGftllft IMPORTS 

Department-6 

P.O. Box 50473 « Nashville, TN 37205 



TUNDRA 

SHEPHERDS 


Perfect Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 
1,000 lbs. Knockdown power, Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra Wolf — 
World’s Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi¬ 
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
Worldwide Shipping. Pups or Adults. 6 color 
photos $3. 


WKE Ltd. 

Rt. 1 Box 94 
Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815) 697-2678 


BEAUTIFUL LATIN GIRLS In U.S.A./Mexico/ S.A. want 
romance/marriage. Free color catalog! Latin Introductions. 
Box 26750, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33320. (305)486-1373 
Anytime!. (175) 


TRIANGLE FORT, MEKONG DELTA, VIETNAM: 10x14 
color photo suitable for framing - $11.95. Brochure $1. Tim 
Kerr, P.O. Box 9342, Seattle. 98109. (174) 


FASCINATING BOOKS/VIDEOS! Secrets, government, 
spying, military, revenge, survival, weapons, more...! 
Discount catalog $5.00 Freedom Box 520294 Salt Lake 
City. UT 04152. (174) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories! Federal, 
police, surveillance, survival, military, car phones. More! 
Big catalog! CRB. P.O. Box 56-F, Commack. NY 
11725.(176) 


LONELY? Single Ladies/Gents in your area want to write 
you! FREE photo brochure. TRUEMATCH, Box 14567- 
SOF, Las Vegas. NV89114,1-800-521-8192. (178) 

CONTACT LENS REPLACEMENTS. Starting at $30. per 
pair. Internationa! Optics, PO Box B2798, Tampa. FL 
33682. (013) 254-6899. (174) 

FREE Choice of Oriental Video Catalog, Amateur Video 
Catalog, or color photo 8x10 and talk live to Amateur 
Video Actress: 1-900-737-7275 $5 p/mln. Adults over 21. 
(176) _ 

MEET WOMEN WORLD WDE Free 32 page catalog. 
America's most respected correspondence club since 
1974. Cherry Blossoms. 190FT Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, 
HI 96755 808-961-2114 (175) 

SATELLITE AND AERIAL PHOTOS every state, county 
and town. Maps of all states, 1000 cities, 125 countries. 
Road, flood plain, topographic, geologic, air and sea 
charts and wail maps. Free catalog: World Image, 6348 W. 
95th St.. Suite 104, Oak Lawn, IL 60453. (708) 233-0200. 
(174) 


SECURITY PRODUCTS 


DEFEAT CALLER I.D. & Protect Unlisted Numbers with 
"OFF THE RECORD!" Make Secret Calls w/no long 
distance #’s on phone bills! Dial thru 1-900-737-5555. 
($1.89 1st min.. $1.59 add. min.) More Details ... 
1-800-982-2211. (174) 


SURPLUS 


MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS: Urge inven¬ 
tory. New and Used. Mail $1.00 (refundable) for Price List: 
Hugh Wade's, 2120 West Reelfoot Ave., Union City, TN 
38261-9732. (174) 


Men & Women! Make BIG Money!! Be a... 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


“Clue’’ into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own Rl. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 

★ How to get on the “fast track” to big money 

★ All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

•k How to start your own detective agency 

★ Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equipment 

•k How to operate from home, no investment required 

■k ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 


UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

P.O. BOX 2133 

DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS. CA 90213 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD * The first name to surveillance 
equipment Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 

CONTACT TUI SttVEIUANCE SPECIALISTS 

SBEKWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO lex 5558, lailheilu, FA lftH* 

(115) 557-5*5 


BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, America’s Largest Supplier 
of CURRENT ISSUE British Equipment. Camouflage, 
Headgear. Etc... Catalog $1.00, B.M.S., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (174) 


MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, Flight 
and field jackets, and more. Call Toll Free (600) 533-3470 
for FREE CATALOG. Lee-Jackson Militaria, PO Box 
8663. San Jose. CA 95155. (174) 


SURVIVAL 


SURVIVAL/SAFETY/FIRST AID PACKS, 300 unique 
items in 32 page catalog $2 (refundable). FASS PACKS 
Box 117045SOF. Burlingame. CA 94011. (174) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Balls, Cartridges, 
Candles, Bombs, Pots, Grenades) - Largest selection 
anywhere. $3.00 gets our 56-page catalogue (refundable 
with order) of 500 products, many exclusive. Signus, Box 
33712-W26, Phoenix, AZ 05067. (174) 

WILDERNESS SURVIVAL Leam wilderness survival in 
the jungles of Central & South America. Leam: Forest & 
River navigation, water purification, improvised shelter 
construction, fire starting, hunting and gathering. Common 
Sense Survival! Contact: Cavanaugh Expeditions. Rt. 2, 
Box 144C. Onamia. MN 56359. (612) 532-3760. (174) 


TRAINING 


U S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain strength 
and self confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the 
world’s most elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N-S Ent.. 
PO Box 5644, Virginia Beach. VA 23455. (176) 

BOUNTY HUNTER TRAINING By U.S. professionals. A 
reality finally come true. Leam bail enforcement from the 
professionals of the trade. A two day course is taught at 
the National Institute covering such topics as. dealing with 
the bondsman, relationships with police, sheriffs and 
federal authorities, cross-border operations, surveillance, 
tracking the fugitive, laws of bounty hunting, vehicles to 
use, transport of prisoners and more. Chief instructor is 
Bob Burton. Florida fugitive detail officers, bondsman and 
bait enforcement agents will instruct as to how the 
professionals operate nationwide and in other countries. 
Details: National Institute. P.O. Box 6757, West Palm 
Beach. Florida 33405. (174) 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. 
Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706-2622. (179) 


VIDEOS 


EUROPEAN VIDEOS TRANSFERRED TO AMERICAN 
System. Immediate delivery. $39.95 ea. + $3.00 P/H. 
VIDEOMAGIX. P.O. Box 865, Poughkeepsie, New York. 
NY 12801. (174) 
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50F'5 1992 
AFRICAN 


If you have always wanted to hunt Africa 
— 1992 is your year. Join Soldier of Fortune 
magazine's Editor and Publisher Robert IS. 

Brown and SOF's Outdoor Editor Galen L. 

Geer on a six-day South African 5afari 
hunting the plains game of famed Cashetts 
Ranch. This SOF 5afari is limited to six 
hunters only and open on a first come, first 
served basis. 

BOW AMD RIFLE 

The thrill of the African hunt is enhanced by 
the challenge of bow hunting African game. 

Although both Brown and Geer will be bow 
hunting their African game, the SOF 5afari 
is not limited to bow hunters. Both rifle and 
handgun hunting are also available. The 
SOF Safari is booked through Roc Safaris, 
one of South Africa's premier Safari and 
ranching operations, and its staff is experi¬ 
enced in handling the needs of archery, 
handgun and rifle hunters to insure a successful 5afari. For more adventurous hunters, special 5afaris to 
Zambia to stalk buffalo with a bow are available. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Individual hunters on the SOF 5afari can increase the number of days they hunt beyond the 6-day SOF 
package. Also, additional hunts for buffalo and lion can be arranged. For information and complete prices 

on 50F and Roc Safaris write: 
50F Safari, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306 

1992 SAFARI PRICES 

Daily hunting Fee ... $390 per 
hunter. Includes: lodging, 
meals, drinks, transportation 
to and from lodge and hunt¬ 
ing areas, also guide fees. 
Airport transportation days 
are the arrival and departure 
days and not counted as 
hunting days. Transportation 
to and from Africa and indi¬ 
vidual animal trophy fees are 
not included. Six-day 5afari 
fee total is $2,540.00 per 
hunter. Write 50F at the 
above address for trophy fees 
and additional information. 
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□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ New □ Renewal 

□ MasterCard DviSA □Bill Me 

Card #--- Exp. Date- 

Signature---- 

Name:---—-— 

Address.--- 

City: —- State: , ■ . Zip Code:-—_ 

3 ~ BON 

Payment must accompany order. Oft*' good In U.S. only. Calftomla in Menta add 7 1/4% tax. 
Canada ndd $10.00. flndude* GST) other countries odd 121.00. Please allow 6-6 we aka 
tor your tint copy to ar1v*. Oft*' expire* 4/92. 

Or for immediate delivery call 1-800-877-5207 

SOLDIEIl < > FORTUNE 
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Your 825 Annual NRA 
Membership Includes: 

• Effective representation for gun owners in federal, state and 
local politics 

• 12 issues of the American Hunter or American Rifleman 
magazine 

• No-fee VISA card 

• Special member-only insurance benefits 

• Coupon Pak filled with $600 savings on family values at 
fast food and leading national retail stores in your area 

CALL 1800-767-4NRA NOW. . 

Your membership may be chained to VISA or MasterCard, or we can bill you later. \ 



freedoms in Amerfca unless all law-abiding 

Ij \ 1 rQ 

gun owners unite now. 



your gun rights. Or get ready to lose them. 


amnow 1-80Q-7G7-4NRA. 
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Classic caliber — classic design. The power of .45 
caliber and the reliability of John Browning’s 1911A1. 

ChinaSports brings you the 1911A1 semi-auto pistol in 
.45ACP, designed by John Browning over 80 years ago 
and built today by Norinco the way Mr. Browning 
intended — DROP FORGED of highest quality steel, 
then machined, for years and years of dependable 
service. 

The ChinaSports 1911A1 has features that you, the 
shooter, want — at very competitive pricing: standard 


.45 caliber, solid barrel bushing, chrome lined barrel, 
3-dot sights. Each pistol comes with 2 magazines 
and a cleaning kit. The true 1911A1. 
From ChinaSports. Now available at your dealer. 

P.O. Box 3250, Ontario, California 91761 

ChinaSports products are sold strictly through the Distributor-Dealer network. 

'Ttwiinax .45 etmm» aucUlaSic — l* wW 



WEAR EYE 8. HEARING PROTECTION WHEN USING ANY FIREARM! 




































































